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ABSTRACT

There is indeed a great effect of Shaykh Muhammad Abduh’s opinions on the spreading
of dubious issues about the Sunnah of the Prophet (may the peace of Allah be with
him). Hence, the researcher deems it necessary to critically and scientifically study his
methodology in relation to this issue, by relying on inductive and critical methods. The
present study shows that his method is contrary to that of the scholars of Hadits (Al-
Muhaddithin) and other Muslim scholars in general. On the contrary, his method is even
close to the method of Mu' tazilites. This is because he has rejected the solitary (Ahad)
Hadits in relation to the creed (Aqidah) and at the same time has given a preference to
intellect upon the Shariah Text (Naql). Based on this, he has rejected many authentic
Hadits, as he poorly interpreted them, for the sake of improving them to suite the
prevailing western sciences. Like the interpretation of the coming of Dajal (anti-Christ)
as a sign of a lie and superstitions, the coming of prophet Isd (may the peace of Allah be
with him) as a prevalence of mercy, the Jinns or Demons as micro-organisms, and other
interpretations which were far off the truth. Though there is no clear evidence that he
defames the companions, he violently invaded the scholars of Hadits (Al-Muhaddithifi)
and their methodology, paving the way for some contemporaries who have denied the
Sunnah of the Prophet (may the peace of Allah be with him) to benefit from his views,
by adopting some of them regarding the Hadits of prophet (may the peace of Allah be
with him) May Allah pardon and forgive him.
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