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ABSTRACT

This research studies two prominent Qur’anic Exegeses namely Tafsir al-Mandar by
Rashid Rida and Tafsir fi Zilal al-Qur’an by Sayyid Qutb. Both scholars discussed the
rights of Ahl al-Kitab from an objective point of view. This distinguishes them from
other traditional schools of Tafsir. The present study aims at presenting a comparative
analysis of both tafdsir, the different viewpoints, similarities and differences in Tafsir
al- Manar and al- Zilal and the stance of both commentators in dealing with the ayat
related to the rights of the People of the Book. The researcher adopted inductive,
descriptive and analytical methods in the current study. The result shows that Islam,
through the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad, (peace be upon him,)
has long acknowledged the rights of the People of the Book and they have had a
healthy and peaceful living among Muslims in [slamic countries as evidently showed
by historical transcripts. They enjoyed justice, security, kindness and nobility in
Muslim society. As to the suspicious propaganda that Islam has nullified the rights of
these people, the result shows that it is totally a false accusation against Islam and has
no bases at all. It was also found that both the exegeses came into agreement in many
issues and ahkam related to their rights as well as the differences in methodology of
dealing with jurisprudential, exegetical and modern issues like Muslim marriage to the
Ahl al- Kitab.
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