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ABSTRACT 

This dissertation deals with the role of al-Ghazali in the field of politics. Al-Ghazafi 

contributed significantly to the body of knowledge on international politics. He lived 

in a time of rivalry between the Abasid caliphate in Baghdad and the Fatimid state that 

represented the Batiniyyah sect in Egypt. This dissertation attempts to examine al

Ghazali' s role in Islamic political thought and other issues related to this matter 

through his book, Farj,a 'ib al-Bafiniyyah wa Farj,a 'il al-Musta;hiriyyah. The study 

tries to find out what was al-Ghazali's motivation in writing his political thought, how 

his age influenced his political thought, and what was the contribution of al-Ghazali in . 

Islamic political system. This dissertation employs the analytical, critical, and 

comparative method. The study concludes that al-Imamah (leadership) is a great 

matter through which the religious and worldly issues are organized. Therefore, its 

existence is seen as imperative and its nomination of Imam is a must. However, 

according to al-Ghazali, such nomination should be optional and the Imam (leader) is 

far from being infallible, and thus contradicting the view of the Batiniyyah sect, which 

believed that the Imam was fallible. The study also pointed out the required ethical 

and physical traits that should be in the personality of the Imam, and the religious or 

worldly tasks that he must perform. The actions of the Imam, in turn, must always be 

governed by his advisors. 
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jy,.li

11 J~ iJ ;;,.,J..J\ oh t! .u _,ll :JJ J /'c:.., _,ll .Jj" :~.;JI J L,,,G... 
1\:..1 )f" 11 
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. r A cf , \ o ~ J <f""L,,, ,.j...UIJ li....WI ~ Jljill ,J )-~ , .r'\; : pl ,c_Jpli if ~\ 4""' 

C:!:Y.J ,_;, t V • J.;...., Ji.r- i.) ..u J ·(,,S""'L,.,JI rWI 01 .J:"\11 01 .Ji\~ .Ji~ ',,>..l;;.il\ 01 ..Li'-\ u"L,.,JI y.1 :y, 12 
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_;:!j)I if~ U, WJ )L,o _, ~1~ J {Sy.SJ\ 9l1.:JI ~ J..ul J (.f':!J.dl Jy ~~ 
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0i ':Jl ' 16WI >-~ if .uyl..,i ~ w ,~WI ~ly4 J p$' ))~ JljJJ) 

LS ,~~ 'J..J.~ ~JL,...c· ~i iu ,4:!¥ 'J..J.~ ~J~ ~w1 ~J~ ~~ ,J1JJ1 
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. \ . 
~ ..r4I y J '($""~\ .i'.(j~ At:," l\ ;aj")G.:. ~\ '4:!A k l\ jJL,a.; 0Y.J ,o~~ 

• 20 L l::,.-..J ~ 

J,J j . 1)~1u 'Jl (,.S"""w1 J~1 ~ o )j~ .J _? ~ t 4J fr-" C.rP j e J1JJ1 ~ j 

.t.i fa -~ J J~ yG .!J~I t_ ~I .li t ~ JljJI iLo)11 0i di~ ~ ~I 

-~~l ~~ I~ .t.i§' if~\~ ~i dJ.r" ~} ,~ u_r-Y 

,yS' if ~i 4Jl:>- _.,;,:-1} ~ J ~\ JG;; ~ ~i ~..U\ "~~~I" 4./l:S' 0i ~G:. 

JJW=!J ~~I ~W=!" 4./l:S' 0i l,a,ti yl~,./JI if Lc)J ·'->?~\ u'i~I ~ 0_.,;,:-~I 

J4l5' yl:S' ~ ~ ~ t ,~ a.....w1J 0~1 JL>. ~ ~i ~..u1 "~J@l?M • .11 

~ ~ 'il A ~ ~~ ~ Loi ·(i, '\it) u4,.jl ~ 'il 0:'.rWI ~WI ~ 

JljJI iLo)11 fa Jlj LoJ .21i' '\, i ~ ~..u.J>-" Lll~ JI ~J ,.i.!t J~W 

Cs>- , l>-_p.,o J lj Lo 9 '-.T' _,;Jj J ~ I J , ~ L) I ~ if u ~ \J ~ Jl 4>- l.->- ~ ($"" l::,.-..J I 

oh 91 J.u Lo lhj .~I 4:.-o ~ ~\j ~ c'l}I ~ OJ~i ~ 

.L\J..u\ 

~ ~ ..u '0:'...ul J.r"i JL>. ~ ~I u~ rP )1 if Ll::,.-..JI t_.J4' r 01 

.JljJI iLo)11 >-loJ.JI >-')~ ifJ -~~ ~~J ,~UI >-lol,J\ if~ 

~W=!" yl:S' Ll::,.-..JI ~ ~..l>JJ ~ ~ ~ JI JljJI ~ ~ if J 

J~ ..u yl::S:JI lh ~ JljJu .~1)~ ~~ ~ ~..u1 "~J@l?M .... J.1 JJW=! J ~~1 

~ _;;>-I W 4-iii y u::: ~ 'CrP )1 lh if ~ ~\J>-" 0~ o fa ~ J 0--4>.

J WWI~~ >-kj 'iLo)11 ~ OJj~j ~~ iLo)11 ~ aJ~ ~ ~\ 

4;.l:,~1 ~W:! y\.:.S"' 0-4 ( C) J ?-~ 't,?)~ .:_;-r-)1..l:,,J :\f~I" yl:S' <? i~ Ji.~ :pl 20 

-~~IJiW:!J 

(~)) (i) J ?- ,f ,~ ).L.,all :Jul 21 
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if ~WI ~J ~\ ~ ~ ~\ a..lkWI (S_y..UI ~ J>, ~JJ ~\.iJ\ ~lpll 

. J __r=:J.IJ pa-4 J ~ r ~} ~\ ~WI 

~l1 JJ u~ J .1, Jy-::i if 4.4lo)'~ ~ ~\ Jy'.11 yl::s:JI lh J ~ W--

o~ J yl::s:JI lh JljJI 0:j .uJ ,_r=-T ~k JJ -~~\ i..?J..;. ~ Ul}j" ~ 

.Ul~..,z ~1 Jj")Gl\ Jw ~J o.r ~ .1.:.8 wLJ..1 ~ Ull.iJi e3W1 if~ 

Jj_r1 4J '-'°yt-U 0?-l)J ~_,:.io ..:Jlj Lo ~WI JljJI ilo)'I J~i ~\J~J 

J 0--4,>.- Lo J ,Jj ~\ ~WI ~\}}\ 0Y. J OJJ~ Lo J ,J~I lh J ~L'.11 OJ~i 

·¥ JIJ if\)\ c_Jl.ol 

~I ah...,f 

J UI ;i Lo J ,JljJI ¥ J ~yG )'I Jj")\j-~ ~\ ~WI J JJdl Lo • ' 

~ (.S""WI JljJI fa - . 

~~~\ Jj")\j-\ ~\J ~\ ~WI J JJdl c_Jl.ol J JljJI JJ~ Lo • ' 

~~yG)'\ ~WI <Lull ~1;1 J JJ~ JljJI ilo~ ~ . i 

~ J ~WI ¥ ?I ts~WI -.JJLi JljJI Ull.fl es-JI ~WI J~'.11 Lo . t - -
~~J-4~ 

~yl::s:JI I..Ll. ajG if JljJI Ul~I ~I ~WI Lo . o 

~IJIJAI 

JJWd J ~l.)I ~Wd" ~1.::5"' J")\;.:. if ~WI JljJI J~i 0Y. . , 

ilo)'I fa J 0?-WI ~ if J~I i~'}I ~ t Jls; d' ~I . ' 

.JljJI 

.4...,o\.;.:. ~WI ~ 4.4lo)'IJ 4.4~ 4.4lo)'I ~L if JljJI -.»ly 0Y, . i 
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~l~J~ 

1r"·'1 I I n~ ,. 'I lfl ·-4 '! ·'-WI ., ·-a" JI .:I\ t./ l L.2. 
O)l.)-J [_ ~ J ~JSk?~ •• ,-.\ ~~ J ~. ~~ ~ fa yL':;l ~ 

..::..-01.ii ~1 ~WI if w\y ~ a..,.,~)'1 ~ ~ ~1 Jy'll ~G.:. ~WI 

.!J).JJ .i.;.J~J a_,.,~)'1 ~ ~ Ojl5:.;i ~J WI :U~I WLl WLDI 4JJJ.J\ 

.~ JIJ ~ 1)1 c~l ~ ~ 

~I~ . . ~ 
:~\fl ~\ii~\~\ lh ~ ~ 

i~ )'I 4J ~L., ~\ (,?'""' WI J ls;\ ~ 4->-JJdl 4 l.,a.W Jl __ ;:: ... /·~11 ~ I . , 

. ~ly>.-~ j>- J 4:!i J ~I.ti~ J,ljJI 

yl-S' if ~w1 J1JJ1 i~)'1 )l5:.;i ci~~ c.U~ J ,~1 ~1 . " 

~ yJ ~~ ~ :uw,1 c: 4->-.r-J ,U. )..L4 yb ($..UI "~WI ~La!" 

.J,ljJI i~)'I ~ ~G.:. ,0_.r>-i ~ if Jl5:.;'j\ db' 

f 01 J J,ljJI )l5:.;i ~ ~ ~\ lh ..:..>-WI i~J '($ill\ ~\ . i 

.~I lh ~ (,?'""'L.,'j\ ~\ yb ~\ lh ~ 

4WI ~ ~;}...,.,)'I µ1 ~IJJ ~ Jl5:.;i ~1~~ c.U~ J ,0).il.1 ~I . z 

.~IJ)\ ~~~ CJ:! J,ljJI A.j~ :u _.r1 ,J,ljJI ~~~\~WI 

~WI ~t....,IJ..UIJ J~L..all 

J~l.._a.\.\ ~ Ji t_y>.-)\ t_.r,0 }I lh rY' ~LJ\ vL..IJJ.J\ :ti _.r1 faJ 

:~\fl e-1)\J 

~ \~ 0:!..U\ ~LJ\ ~WJ\ if 0i ..:..>-WI ..b:-J ..w ,4._;tll j~L..all ~ ~i 

JJG° ..u J 22"~lk.L.JI r~~I" o~ ~l;S' __jJi ~ '($~ JJUI i~)'I t_.r,0 }I lh 

yl::S'.J1 1.u ~ ~ J11 __;, ~ ~ ,~w1 t.rP ~. ~ o ~ 1)yi yl::S'.J1 1.u 

9 



JljJI ~ ~ ,~ fa ~ J ui :Ji ~ly>.-~ ~lb.LJI i~ ~\ d' ~~ 

4-4Lo)'I _r4i t~ ~) '0:!..u\ Jy,0i fa ~) if "~WI e3W:!" ~ 4-4Lo)'I t_.J"P y 

, J Lr.,)' I d.>.-J J.>- '-',a." ,a..·" I I 1..> y ::i J.>- ::i _)j "~~~I ~ ~ l.,a..! ~I" .t..i lS' ~ ~.15" 

~ ~..U\ ~)\ yA y~I lh ~) ."~WI e3W:!" ~ ~.:) ~ ~ ~) 
".:l )ii ~ ~ .:l _r.-LI y.-11" ylS' y~I lh ~ ..w .LWI Jt.s; ~ JljJI 

ylS' d' oJ~ fi-9 ,~lpJIJ ~\:ii~\~ JJ~I ~__,.c.~ y~\ lh 0l5" 01) 

~ u~~\) u~\))\) p1 ::il_;:!l (:: LW~ ~ es-JI J_y~I ~ _?.:l ~ ~ 
~ " 

~ JljJI o_?.:l 0i ~ U )~\ ~ y~I lh ~ ~ .0lb.LJI ~.r ~ 

J:!j)I J~ J o)j)\ JJ~ J ,.i...iJl.1 JJ iLo)'I u\..i.p JJL.s' ,"~WI e3W:!" 
23 .o_y.P) 

Loy\J ," :.Wtll"__, J _\\ 24"~1!;,I\ ~L.:..11 ,~ ~I ~LJ;." '-". I.::)' ~.15") i . i.,I " . )f-" r- " I..? ("'° " 

0i ~lkJIJ ,4-4Lo)'I d' ~l;J\ ~ JljJI ~~\ ~ ~ .~ JljJI ~ ,~~\ 

~J ."~J6t;" .. ,J.I" ylS' ~ JljJI ~I.!~ pi 4-4Lo)'I d' aj\; ~ ~~\ 

,"~J6t;" .... ,.ll" J')\.;4 ~\ i~~\ ~) LWI t_.J"P .r ~ c3" ,G~ y~\ lh 

~ ~ J1;;:J1} J")IJ..1 'J1 ..li. u-J J .LWIJ ;.,y_,J1 t.rP .r ~ c3" J1jJ1 0~ 

Lo~ J_}JI U ~ J~J .JljJI o--W°J ~~\~I~ 4-4Lo)'~ ~I ~WI 

oh ~ (,,S""'WI JljJI iLo)'I fad' dJJJ Lo~ JljJI ~ Lo) ~~\ ~ 

.LIJ..ul 

G _?.:l w "~~~I ~ ~l.,a..!~I" .i..ilS' ~ ~ JljJI ~ Lo ~.:l ~ ( 

,y~I lhJ ."y\ki~I" :JljJI U:>\..c-" ,~) iWi 0-4 y~I lh 0fo._ .LiiL 

a;')\!)\ yl,w~\ ~ JljJI JJG ..w .o~I u~ .rP y JJ~ ,-Gly if ~ LS' 

:o Jft) e:':, .1.,?-i .w! :~ ,~ _,ill ~ _J ~ ~I _;;:.II ,.ks!- J. .w! ...L,b., y.i ,Jljtll :~I 23 

• o i <.J" ) r'l'-'I' A <.J" '(i \ 'I AV----P> \ i , V , \ . ..b '('!j.PIJ ~\) ..::,L.,\J.ill ~\J:.I ;;.,.,...,., jll 

c1U...:J..i) <.,--!..lll ~I~:~ ,~I ..!J\,,:;JI _J ("'°~1 ..:.i~ ..;l.11 ~ J. dill~ JWI y.i ,~yl:-1 24 

·(---"'\ i .. '\ . ..b ,:\.,,. )..lll 
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~ 4~ Jl_;.ll JJ~ c:11)1 ~\ JJ ,.iJWiJ .i.;Ll._o J l(i~ ~ 4L,a; JJ~\ 

~I J JljJI ~Lo~ ifJ ·r-LJ ~ 11 ~ ~ W. o~I u~~ 

W J 4 J~ J ilo)'I ~ y _y>:-J :._r 9 ~ 4-4lo)'~ ~ i.T'L>. y~ 'c:11)1 

>-):-IJ .26J~\ if r'~ ~ if 0~ J yy ~\ lh ~ ( .2s<1.:.olol ~\k.j\ 

.~I oh J o~ ~ :._r oJ~ ,41:,J~ J 4-4lo)'I :._r Jl_;.ll 9 ~ ($..UI 

"~ J@l?~ • .,.ll" ~l;:5" Jl C;:- j 0i ~ ~ t_.rO _,.lJ lh J ~Ll:J\ J __rU 0i G~) l~lJ 

.~IJ~ i~ ($..UI 

JP .ill 27""'°')...,.,'jl µ1 ~ ai~I ~!Jij" yl;:5' ,o p0WI ~\ if j 

>-Ll.L;l\J r-L J ~ 11 ~ ~I ¥ J p1 i~ 9 JJG ~ ,~ (.$ii.,b.,a.4 

~ 11 ~ ~\ if p1 JLl:il W ~ Le ~}.::JI c1u )I 9 ~ J} J '0:!.Llil)I 

J u.a.~ ,a.·~\\ o ~ u~ 0i Jl _r ~\ ~ J Cs>- j.!.Lli 1)1 >-Ll.L;l\ if ~ if Jl r-L J 

yl:Q\ lh J ___J jll j_r.i ~ J .ut,iJI ~ .k./ ~\ a.;) lp-fa JI ilo)'I ~ 

if")l.., )'I _µ1 ~IJJ ~J ,o fl::, ~\J 4-J ;:,J.ts" 4=-4")l.., )'I J ~\ ~ -.»ly 

~ JI (S_;>-~I J~~\J o_µI oh if oyj,J ,0Jb J.IJ ,~ J.\J 'Y--1}..iJts" 

4=-4~\ ~_µ1 ~ if 4-4lo)'I J L,ol>. ~ Jc,:- ~ ,4-4lo)'I t_.rO y. 

Le~ pi~ t__r0)\ lh J Jl_;.ll ilo)'I o~ ~JY.. t d ~l ,~IJ 

.~w1 ~L,aj yl;:5' if ~ 4-J JI>- Jl ~w1 r:!~ 
4-_rll" yl;:5' ~~\ Jl_;.ll ilo)'I J~i ~ JJL? JI o p0WI ~I if J 

Js, ~ ~ ·lS4'1.AJ\ uU f ..u--i JP .ilJ 28"JljJI J..o~ ui ~ ~~IJ - .. ... 

, \ .J:. ,a,,.._wl ~I ).:, :u Jft) ~~~I iJ ~L.,d~i ,..J....s:. J. ..J....s:. .1.,.L,... y.i ,Jl_j.ll :_),;I 25 

. \ ot-\ tV <J" '(i\ 'IAr'----"'\ t ,r 

. \ 0 0 <J" '........,;; )..L.all 26 

\i'\"-'\" '<J" '(i'\",, t ,\1, ,a,,.._w1 ~I).:, :uJft) ...,,.'j...."j\ µ1 iJ li~I rUiLi ,~ ,~ 27 

rr,-n'I uPJ 

'c!j.PIJ _,..!.JIJ ~w,..Ll ~~ ).:, :o _ybl..ll) Jl_jll ..Lo\;.- !Ji ..L;&. LL,-)IJ 4._;:ll ,ui.i.? ...li'-i \.,.,;,L..ll 28 

·Ci 'I"· • • ,J:. . .:, 
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a.oLo"I aJL-..5" "U\.JI '1 ·-1" . ·~ JI . .:.11 o~ i Lt ~UI LiWI · · -1 M • e:1w.,;;, "-2 - f'"' J) - - - ~ ~ .Y 

.297-y ~ ilo)'I ~ ~)j'-1.: '.1 ~\ ~\) ~\ u~IJ 

yl:S"' J u~ JJ ~\ (,?"'~\ JljJI ilo)'I ~ if ~\J>-" !l~ -.:Jlj Lo J 

4-W-) .~ Jl C: ~ Li~ Jl:J~) ,~l:S"' J 02.l jl\ ~ ~ t "~l:,11 ~~II 

yl:S"' ~ <S? ~\ JljJI ~ J u~ J) ~\ ulo yWI if ~- Lo ajW,1 (::' pi 

.\.:.-_J4') pi~ OJ~i ~ Cs>- ~WI~~ 

..u--i t~ "w~I ~I ~~ J r~)'I ~ Jl_j.11 rt.o)'I" yl:S"' J >-l>.-J 

J >-~\ >-'.JY, iLoi ~~ U ~ Lt 0;k')UI if JljJI ~y __/'~ '-?°WI 

d· >-1..t:.i'.11 Jl ~ y~) ~~ ~~ ~ J ~~ _?.. ')\J . lb-- ol_;:! Lo ~ j' 

0lJ ,r-3'.l a.o) ~\ J 0 }~ '.1 j!..U\ >-LJJI if 0~ -~~\ >-Lltl-1 if ~ 

...lZ 0l5' J ,o~ ~ ulo ~ 9 ulo _p.1 ..:..jl5' _ra>- J ~ 0l5' 

.u o _.r4lM J ,oµ~ aj )~ ci )1 ~~ J ~u _raj J r-.blyi J ~~ J>, 0;k')U1 

.30~\) ~\ Jl (.,:Py 

(Farouk Mitha) ~ ~\ .k..... p yl:S"' !l~ ,~}.#~I t'!"l)I if Loi 

(Al-Ghazali and the Ismailis, A Debate on Reason and Authority in Medieval 0\~ 

~l;:S"' J JljJI ilo)'I ~ Lo r-_;;; J ~ yl::5JI lh J 0J jll iu ./slam)31 

-~WI 0¥ J,>- ~ )I J JljJI ilo)'I ~ ~) J.ls; 0i J)~ . "~J6t; .... .ll" 

• ,. I • • 
Lo pu ,~¥ 4L.aJ "~J6kh.,.,\I" ~l;:S"' J JljJI ~G ~I 4WI pl 01 le:., - - -
~ Loi -~WI 0¥ (..;>' JljJI 9 ~ ($..UI >-_}:.I yl::5JI lh J 02.l jll JLs; 

..w .o~I Jl..s; J <l6- Lo J~ ~ (,?"'~\ JljJI ilo)'I _µ ~J 02.ljll 

02.ljll <.SiJ) • .1~ At?- l\ ~\ o~LJ J JljJI ~ if ~1_,J:-1 ~ (_;>' ~ 

. \ • 0 - 'IO if ,........;,; ).L,al\ 29 

/__;,,, t, " , , .1 ,r14l1 ).) :~.)) a.....~, a.:.i.1 :;J.:;. J r".)l..,~1 ~ J1JAl1 r1.o~1 ,..Lri t L.o ,-.,-L:J1 30 

. n 'I if '(i ''I 'Ir 
31 Mitha, Farouk, Al-Ghazali and the Ismailis, A Debate on Reason and Authority in 

Medieval Islam, LB. Tauris Publishers, London, New York, in association with The Institute of Ismaili 
Studies London. 
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oJ+; .JljJI ~-4~ JI ~~\ ~")\;,;Jj WLll w~)'I WLiJI ~ J..ul ::, .J>-" J ~ 

32 ,($""W1 JljJI i~)'I fa Ju Ji J JP\ 

ifJ 'Ab" .. u ~\ ~G J JljJI ~ ~"::, J ~"::, ~ ..JJjll t__r';, ( 

~"::, J ~ OJ~\ J.>, 4-4~\ t_ lr.lJ Ab" .. .\\ ~ 4-4~)'1 .1 J_r' ) y Fl ~ 
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