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ABSTRACT

This study looks into the aspects of euphemism, and leniency in the human discourse
in the light of the Qur’anic guidance aiming to elucidate the impact of the kind word

and gentle saying on the people’s behavior and their social interrelations.

The objective of the study is to exhibit and bring to light the euphemistic and highly
elegant aspects of discourse in the Qur’anic usage of selective expressions that deal
with particular circumstances. The Qur’anic teachings explicitly urge people to adhere
to the euphemistic and gentle manner of discourse for it is regarded as a paramount
Islamic virtue. In addition, the Qur’an makes mention of examples and stories that

indicate the importance of this Islamic virtue.

The study is based on the analytical inductive methodology since it is considered to be
a thematic study of the Qur’an whereby the researcher initially traces all the Qur’anic
verses that urge the adherence to the gentle discourse and then thoroughly analyzes its
nuances and connotations. In addition, the study adopts the empirical approach,
whereby it lays out a number of practical examples from the stories mentioned in the
Qur’an that exhibit the extremely lenient and elegant manners of the Prophets when

addressing their respective folks.

The study arrives at a number of findings the most important of which is the fact that
the holy Qur’an abounds with instructions that urge people to address others gently. In
addition, the Qur’an through its careful and lenient approach confirms the main
principles that regulate the human relations and sets up the basic norms and ethics of
treating others and establishing relations with them. Furthermore, the holy Qur’an has,
indeed, established a conspicuous approach of discourse characterized by its emphasis
on the usage of euphemistic and gentle words and expressions. The Qur’an also calis
people to avoid using harsh and unpleasant words and sayings when addressing
ordinary people in general and those of prestigious status in particular. Meanwhile, the
Qur’an makes mention of some of the good examples in regard to the virtue of
gentleness in discourse (to be emulated), and finally it warns against associating with

those who do not adhere to this Islamic virtue.
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