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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes selected issues relating to khilafiah 1t compares the VIEWS
of two contemporary scholars, Avatullah Rihullah al-Musawi al-Khomemn and
Sayvyid Abu al-A’la al-Mawdidi on these 1ssues. The reseacher used the
comparative, analytic, descnptive and historical methodologies

Mushim scholars agreed that the Khilafah or Imamah 1s a mission on behalt of
the Prophet (Peace be upon him) to protect the rehgion and to manage the affairs of
the state. However, the Shi'a [thna ash’ante differ from the Ahl alsunnah. the mushm
majonty, on several issues regarding Imamah They claim that their /mams are
infallible and impeccable (ma 'samin) and have a status or rank hike that of the
Prophet

On the other hand, /mam Khomemni, n contrast to other Ithna ashn’te
scholars. maintains that in the absence of the /mam (the awaited twelfth /mam) the
fugaha' will act on his behalf. This 1s because the fugaha’ are the representative of
the Prophet and the /mam though they ar¢ not infallible. This approach leads to manx
differences between the Shi’a Ithna ash’arte and the majonty of Muslims who are
Sunni. Thus, they differ for mnstance in the nature of the power or government, the
charactenistics of the leader or /mam and the legitimacy of power

Differences between the shiite and the Sunmites are well reflected 1n the
writings respectively of Imam Khomeini and Sayytd Mawdudi. The two ditfer totally
on the 1ssue of the leginmacy of power and 1t 1s impossible to reconcile the two in

any way
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