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Abstract

The study sttempts to determine the validity of khabar al-ahad (hadith narrated by
individuals) in judging religious issues. This is done by combining theoretical and
practical sides of jurists’ viewpoints regarding khabar al-ahad in cases of hudud and
crimes. The study focuses on jurists reasoning and the factors that led some of them to
ignore the validity of some akhbar. The study also attempts to discuss contemporary
viewpoints that end to reject some akhbar on the basis that they are not mentioned in
the Quran or the contradict some of its verses such as the ahadith dealing with
apostasy and stoning, or on the basis that such ahadith are not true enough to form a
solid ground for dealing with religious judgments like ahadith dealing with blood
money (diyat).

The study bases on the analytical and critical methodology through analyzing
and discussing jurist viewpoints regarding issue of cogency. The study also applies the
inductive method in following up al-hadith and the way of judging them.

The issue of authority is discussed through the reported and rational proofs and
consensus. The study reveals the necessity of adopting khabar al-ahad if it is proven
to be correct. Moreover, the study shows that the issue of dividing akhbar was raised
in a late period due to the circumstances surrounding the criticism of chain of narrator
(sanad). In spite of the importance of these divisions, a lot of drawbacks occurred as a
result like the controversy surrounding the importance of khabar al-ahad in regard to
knowledge and speculation (/Im zann). The study shows that the determination of the
two terminologies helps removing misconceptions regarding the issue.

The study highlights the most important reasons for the disagreement of jurists
in applying some akhbar like akhbar that were not conveyed to a certain jurist, or the
contradiction of a hadith to the principles on which the jurist has based his school of
law (mathhab). The study shows that all khabar al-ahad considered by some
contemporary writers as contradictive to some Quranic verses are not as such. The
study also confirms the validity of khabar al-ahad regarding diyyat.

The study concludes by pointing out a number of principles that help those
dealing with khabar al-ahad in regard to al-hudud and other crimes. Some of these
principles are procedural which safeguard to knowledge and it is represented in a
group of fields of knowledge that a person should acquire when applying akhbar al-
ahad
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