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ABSTRACT

This study atms at understanding the issue of modernity and
development in the contemporary Iranian thought (1800-1910 A. C). It
sheds light on the contributions of (/lama (Muslim scholars) and the
intelligentsia to the movements of modernity. It also analyses the position

of each party in the movements and their justification for their positions.

The study employed historical and analytical methodologies. The
historical literature on that period has been reviewed and common calls for

modemity were also highlighted and critically analyzed.

The study showed that the concept of modernity in Iranian thought
was not clear at the beginning of the nineteenth and the beginning of
twentieth century. There were essential differences between {/lama and
intelligentsia with regard to this phenomenon. These differences resulted
from the perceptions of Ulama for preserving the Islamic identity of

[ranians.
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