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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on rulings, importance, development, and contemporary
implementations of endowment (Wagf) in China. Additionally, it discusses Shari'ah
rulings for some new forms of endowment, such as endowments of currency, stock,
and bond. Moreover, it provides solutions for problems related to implementation of
these endowments.

This research intends to show the texts of the Qur’'an and Hadith that are related to
endowment. This thesis relies on inductive method for collecting the opinions of
jurists about endowment, and also uses analytical method to discuss the issues through
mentioning the opinions of scholars regarding them and giving preference to some of
these opinions.

One of the most important results of this study is that the researcher has given the
preference to one technical meaning of Wugf after conducting a comparative study of
the opinions of the jurists regarding it. He concludes that Wagf is to reserve the
original property and to delicate its profit to charitable causes. This definition
conforms to a statement of the Prophet (PBUH) regarding Wagf, and to its literal
meaning; it is also free from adding the conditions of Wagfto it.

The researcher has discovered that although Chinese Muslims follow Hanafi School
of law — which maintains that endowment for portable things is not allowed — they
have chosen the view of the majority of jurists regarding the legality of this type of
endowment in order to provide flexibility to Muslims and encourage them to perform
good deeds. Additionally, during his discussion about the rulings for some new forms‘
of endowment, the researcher has given preference to the legality of transaction of
endowment of stokes, bonds, and currencies if they conform to the rules of Islamic
Shari ak

This study indicates that Islamic endowments in China have been suffermg from
~ different types of problem, the most important of which is that the Chinese
government illegally interferes into the affairs of Muslims’ endowments.
Implementation of the complete Shari‘ah rules in administrating endowments,
therefore, is not possible. According to the researcher, establishing a central
association of Islamic endowments and its several branches in China could solve these
~ problems. In order to do this, he proposes rules and regulation for administrating this
association, This study also highlights the extensive importance of endowment for
daily life of Muslims in China. .

The field study conducted by the researcher concludes that 41% endowments are

reserved for the mosques, 31% of them for Islamic schools, 5% for Islamic libraries,

6% for Islamic hospitals, 11% for nurseries for orphans, and houses for beggars, poor
and aged people, and widows, 3% for travelers, and 3% for numerous purposes.
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