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Abstract

The study attempted to investigate the positive and negative influences (impacts) of
the Jawi script on the students of Sekolah Menengah Ugama (Arab) Maa’had
Muhammadi Lil-Banin (for males). The researcher conducted a field research and
took a sample from students and teachers from the institution. This is done to review
their writings, interview them and distribute surveys to them . The researcher adopted
and applied a historical approach to depict the development of the Jawi writing as
well as employing an analytical methodology to study and analyze the writings of the
students. In addition, a descriptive method was used to reveal the findings from the
interviews that were conducted with the students. The study has come up with several
significant findings that may enhance the knowledge of Arabic language teachers’
with regard to Jawi writing. One of them is the low level of Jawi writing amongst the
students in general. This is mainly due to the changing techniques in writing Jawi,
which consequently has created confusion and misunderstanding among students. In
addition, students were confused between different forms of the same word : Arabic,
Jawi and Romanized Malay. The current elements in roman script create perplexity
for students in writing Arabic terminologies and vice versa. Regardless of the
impediment faced in Jawi writing, most of the teachers and students of the school
recognize the vital role of Jawi writing in facilitating their learning and teaching of the

Arabic language.
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