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ABSTRACT

This study is based upon the assumption that there is a strong relationship and
close similarity between gambling and competition, especially in scientific and
physical contests, in terms of prizes. As the present age has witnessed the emergence
of various unprecedented types of contests that have a strong connection with
gambling, there is an urgent need to study their rules and show the difference between
them and gambling. For this study, the researcher has followed the descriptive method
to explain the meaning of competition, its objective and purpose. The researcher has
also applied both the inductive and deductive approaches that help to thoroughly
examinations the views and arguments of the early and contemporary Muslim jurists,
as recorded in their writings. Another method, the analytical, is used to discuss those
views and give preference to some over others. The researcher has concluded that
contests are similar to gambling when the contesters or the gamblers provide the
prizes. But when such prizes are provided by one of them or by a third party, the
contests and gambling are two different things. Besides, there are other differences
between the two that are discussed in the study. The researcher has also tried to show
that scientific and physical contests, as well as old wrestling that does not inflict injury
on oneself or others, are allowed, and that prizes for them are permissible, as long as
they do not conflict with the rules of the Shari‘ah. As for modern wrestling and
boxing, in which injury can be inflicted to oneself and others, they are not permissible
by the Shari‘ah.
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