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Abstract

This study analyses the works of several Muslim scholars, written during
the period of Islamic expansion, on the three major sects in Christianity:
Nestorians, Jacobites and Melchites, and compares these with the works of
Christian scholars on the same sects. It aims at two major objectives: first, to find
out how genuinely the Muslims viewed these sects, and second, to better
understand  these three sects in terms of their fundamental principles and
teachings.

The study found that Muslim and Christian scholars concur that the main
point of disagreement among the three Christian sects concerns the issue of
unification i.e, the unification of the “Divine Word” with the person, the Jesus
Christ. These sects also differ on issues such as trinity, the relationship between
the substance and the hypostasis and the acceptance of the decisions made by
Chnishan Councils. Second, the study also found that Mustim scholars of the fifth
and sixth centuries better understood the issues surrounding the three Christian
sects, than their predecessors. Their explanations were consistent with those of
the Chnstians themselves, despite some minor errors, which are of less

mmportance.
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