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Abstract

This study aims at developing a figh as well as a legal perspective on diplomatic
relations  that draws on both Islamic principles and theories of interational public law.
It thus attempts to bring into prominence the contribution of Muslim jurists in the
shaping of diplomatic thought and rules. At the same time it has tried to trace out the
historical development of Islamic practices in the field of diplomacy and to show the

diplomatic factors which influenced Islamic political thought

The study also attempted to explore the theoretical foundations of the functions and
means of diplomacy from both the Islaic view and that of modem diplomatic thought

and rules, 5o as to acquire a better understanding of diplomatic issues

and strengthen
the Muslim diplomat’s commitment to Islam as faith and intellectual tradition while

coping with the demands of age

The approach followed in the study has been historical

nalytical, and it

operates as follows: the rescarcher begin

with presenting the fight view on the issue at

hand, then contrasts and compares it with the conventional legal view, and finally looks

eritically into the arguments supporting each,

The study arrived at the following important conclusions: Islamic jurisprudence had

nown the concept of diplomacy and it actually preceded modem
international law in establishing a number of diplomatic rules. Similarly, modern
diplomatic theory as embodied in the Vienna Treaty of 1961 for diplomatic relations
has adopted from the Islamic historical practice of diplomacy a number of ethical

elemer

5. These clements concern social conduct and reception protocol, immunity of

diplomatic envoys, freedom of ambassadors. immunity of premises occupied by

diplomatic. missions, the tradition of sending political representatives, and finesse of

diplomatic language.
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