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Abstract

Al-Imam al-Shafi‘T's book, al-Risalah, is one of the most influential
Islamic legal references written in the early Islamic era. Although it is
commonly heralded as pioneer reference in the field of the Islamic
jurisprudence, the author included scores of Hadith driven discussions,
which constituted the foundation of the science of Hadith and its related
disciplines and enabled other scholars and researchers to build on such
foundation. This study seeks to collect and sort out al-Shafi‘T’s entire
corpus of Hadith writings, and to highlight his methodology of
presentation of issues. The study also aims to underline the instrumental
contribution of al-Shafi‘ to the authentication of the different disciplines
of the science of Hadith. The research underlines several significant
findings: al-Imam al-ShafiT has the precedence in writings aimed at
defending the legitimacy of the sunnah in response to criticism against the
institution of the Prophethood. With a thorough discussion, al-Imam al-
Shifi‘l has masterfully assorted Hadith into different categories according
to the various degrees of report authenticity, namely: sound, consecutive,
weak, hurried, broken, concealed, irregular, fabricated, verbatim reports
and transmitted own words reports, contradictory traditions, abrogating
and abrogated traditions, criticism of Hadith reporters and constraints of

jurisprudence of Hadith. The study followed an inductive and analytical
methodology to identify the texts and opinions set forth in al-Shafi‘li book
of al-Risalah, and thereafter critically analyzed and deduced the main
methodological norms used by the author.
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