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ABSTRACT

‘This study “the intellectual and social reform in tafsir of Ibn “ashur” addresses
the thought of a great scholar which has not been fully analyzed. It sheds light on his
intellectual and political career and his efforts on curriculum reform. The study also
explain the agreement and controversy between the thought of Ibn *Ashur and his
practice. It finally evaluates some of his thought, which could not be categorized as
personal Ijtihad.

Generally, the study aims at the following:

1. Showing the scientific value of tafsir Ibn "Ashur as an exegesis which
combined the classical method in writing and the modern method in addressing
controversial issues.

2. Showing the relationship between various schools of reformation and the
process of transformation of ideas and exchange of opinion by analyzing how Ibn
*Ashur dealt with certain issue and how other scholars, such as Mohd Abdah’s
school, dealt with the same issue.

3. Focusing on the efforts of Tbn *Ashur in the field of intellectual and social
reform. Certain topics were sclected for this purpose such as curriculum
reformation, methodologies of the exegesis of the holy Qur'an, the rights of non-
Muslims in the Islamic state, and other issues which are still controversial in
Islamic circles.

4. Explaining the outline followed by Ibn *Ashur in his tafsir “Al-Tahrir wa Al-
Tanwir” and analyzing his general methodology without going into details.

The study follows a descriptive method. General description of Ibn " Ashur's
tafsir, his methodology, the issues he dealt with in his intellectual and social reform,
the way he used Qur anic texts to support his opinion. and his style in expressing these
opinion, are given. The primary resource of this study is the tafsir of Ibn *Ashur ~15
volumes. Other writings of Ibn * Ashur were also used as secondary sources.
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