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ABSTRACT 

This thesis engages in a comparative phenomenological study of the socio-religious 
status of Muslim women in contemporary Yoruba land, Nigeria and the book, Jilbāb 
al-Mar’ah al-Muslimah fī al-Kitāb wa al-Sunnah. It studies the socio-religious 
developments and conditions of Muslim women since the Sokoto Caliphate in 
Nigeria; with particular reference to the Southwestern part of Nigeria. The research 
begins with a short introduction. It then turns to the socio-religious status of Muslim 
women in Yoruba land. The advent of Islam in Nigeria and the Islamization carried by 
Usman Dan Fodio is examined. The place of women both before and after the Sokoto 
Islamization is ascertained so as to locate the impact of its legacy on the prevailing 
conditions of Muslim women in the study area. It focuses on Muslim women and their 
activeness in Islamic organizations. The image of Islam portrayed by these women 
contradicts that of secular feminists who still portray Islam in Nigeria, especially, the 
role played by Muslim women using long established stereotypes by orientalists 
during their studies on Muslim societies. A discussion on the revival of Islam in 
Nigeria follows. It analyzes the fundamental factors, which contribute towards the 
revival of Islam. It further examines the complex phenomenon of Muslim women’s 
ongoing reaffirmation of their identity in Islamic religious belief. The new trends in 
the changing roles of Muslim women in Yoruba land and their perception of the 
feminist movement is also examined. This reveals the extent to which these women 
are complacent or worried with their socio-religious roles and are motivated either by 
Islam or the feminist movement in their feminist aspirations. In doing so, it adopts the 
interview method to examine the socio-religious status of Muslim women in the area 
as perceived by these women themselves. The report of the interviews conducted is 
analytically presented. The study also offers an overview of feminism with special 
focus on the new trends among Muslim women referred to as Islamic feminism. It 
traces the origin and development of feminism from the eighteen century so as to 
understand the postmodern concept of gender feminism. It reveals both the views of 
secular feminists who want women to be completely free and Islamic feminists who 
want to live in the shade of Islamic teachings. The work of Shaykh al- Albānī also 
forms the core of this thesis where his views on Muslim women in the above book are 
critically presented. The thesis traces the historical background and milieu in which 
the book was written. It investigates the factors that warranted the writing of the book 



in order to ascertain the actual contributions of the book to the conditions of Muslim 
women. Using the views of Muslim women in the study area as basis of comparison, 
the thesis provides a critical and comparative analysis of the contributions of the book 
to Islamic feminism. Despite his fame as a conservative Wahhābī scholar, the work of 
the Shaykh shows analytically the extent to which he has responded to Islamic 
feminist aspirations. Finally, the research discloses the impact of the book in the 
educational activities of Muslims in Yoruba land especially the Muslim students’ 
society of Nigeria. It concludes with the demand by Muslim women in Yoruba land 
for a return to the pristine Islam which they believe will meet their feminist 
aspirations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ملخص البحث

 

 

 

عي للمرأة المسلمة في أرض يوربا دراسة الواقع الديني والاجتما يهدف هذا البحث إلى
جلباب المرأة المسلمة في الكتاب "بنيجيريا مستنداً على بعض الآراء الواردة في كتاب 

ويشتمل البحث على دراسة لمسيرة وأحوال المرأة المسلمة في . لمؤلفة الشيخ الألباني" والسنة
 منذ عهد خلافة - خصوصا المرأة المسلمة في الجنوب الشرقي النيجيري-أرض يوروبا 

وقد استهلت الدراسة بمعالجة موضوع حقوق المرأة المسلمة،  .الدولة الإسلامية في سوكوتو
مع توضيح مفهوم الحقوق وتقديم شرحٍ لواقع المرأة وأحوالها الدينية والاجتماعية منذ القرن 

وديا في كما اشارت الدراسة إلى مجهودات الشيخ عثمان دان ف.  الثامن عشرة في نيجيريا
نشر الدعوة الإسلامية، والمكانة التي احتلتها المرأة المسلمة قبل وبعد الخلافة الإسلامية في 

وقد . سوكوتو، مبينة الأثر الإيجابي لتلك الخلافة في تقدم مسيرة المرأة المسلمة الاجتماعية
ات في بلورة عنى البحث بحركة المرأة المسلمة في البلاد وبجمعياا، وحدد دور تلك الجمعي

وقد استند الباحث . حقوق المرأة وإعلاء شأا، خاصة في مجالات التعليم وخدمة اتمع
في موقفه النظري من قضية حقوق المرأة على ما كتبه الشيخ الألباني عن المرأة المسلمة في 



 كتابه المذكور سابقا، فقام بدراسة كتاب الشيخ الألباني وحدد الدوافع والأسباب وراء
 ويشير الباحث هنا إلى أنه رغم .كتابته، كما تتبع أثر ذلك الكتاب في أحوال المرأة المسلمة

أن مؤلف  الكتاب ينتمي إلى المذهب الوهابي، إلا أن كتابه المذكور يعد شاملا في نظرته 
وقد تتبع الباحث في . لهذه القضية وفي تأكيد حقوق المرأة المسلمة وتثمين دورها في اتمع

 اية البحث أثر هذا الكتاب في مسيرة الجمعيات الإسلامية في نيجيريا، خاصة في مجال
التعليم بمؤسسات الحكومة التعليمية و جمعيات الطلاب، كما بين أثره في اتجاهات وآراء 

 .          ونضال المرأة المسلمة لنيل حقوقها وتأكيد ودورها الاجتماعي
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CHAPTER ONE 

 INTRODUCTION  

          

1.1 Background to the Study 

 

This research seeks to be part of the feminist genre by studying the socio-religious 

status of Muslim women in Yoruba land, Nigeria. Feminism as a prominent force now 

dominating world religions and Islamic thought inclusive, posits that there is an urgent 

need to re-define religious attitudes toward gender, which are mostly responsible for 

the social-cultural conditions of women. By seeking to be part of this feminist genre, 

this study hopes to reveal that objectivity in the feminist analysis of Muslim societies 

is socio-culturally conditioned in western and secular matrices. It examines the 

feminist secular discourse within the context of the socio-religious conditions of 

Muslim women in Yoruba land, Nigeria. The study is broad enough to incorporate 

together, the perspectives of Muslim women and a work of a traditional Muslim 

scholar, so that it can in the long run clarify contemporary paradigms on the studies of 

Muslim women, which in reality proceed from two different socio-cultural analyses, 

the western and secular matrices and the Islamic socio-cultural matrices.  



 

The study is therefore an inquiry into what can be termed Nigerian Islam as it affects 

Muslim women and will trace the advent of Islam in the country, the contribution of 

the Sokoto Caliphate to the Islamization process in Nigeria and the status of women 

under the Caliphate. The choice of studying the status of Muslim women in Nigeria 

can only be understood within the context of a global society where Muslim women 

are now confronting what can best be described as “×ijÉbphobia”.  A study of 

Nigeria is, as a matter of fact, a study of the most populous African country with a 

large Muslim population majority, a Muslim population higher than that of any of the 

Arab countries and most Asian countries.  

 

The goal here is to provide a basis for exploring the main dimensions of the status of 

Muslim women as central to practices in the Muslim world using Yoruba land as a 

case study. It is hoped that this can stimulate the Muslim world, starting from Islamic 

organizations, especially the students’ society in Nigeria, to address these dimensions 

in formulating their policies on women. This study actually began in 1997 as an 

attempt to communicate some of these dimensions to members of the Muslim 

Students Society of Nigeria (MSSN) and to challenge Islamic scholars to promote 




