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ABSTRACT 

This thesis engages in a comparative phenomenological study of the socio-religious 
status of Muslim women in contemporary Yoruba land, Nigeria and the book, Jilbāb 
al-Mar’ah al-Muslimah fī al-Kitāb wa al-Sunnah. It studies the socio-religious 
developments and conditions of Muslim women since the Sokoto Caliphate in 
Nigeria; with particular reference to the Southwestern part of Nigeria. The research 
begins with a short introduction. It then turns to the socio-religious status of Muslim 
women in Yoruba land. The advent of Islam in Nigeria and the Islamization carried by 
Usman Dan Fodio is examined. The place of women both before and after the Sokoto 
Islamization is ascertained so as to locate the impact of its legacy on the prevailing 
conditions of Muslim women in the study area. It focuses on Muslim women and their 
activeness in Islamic organizations. The image of Islam portrayed by these women 
contradicts that of secular feminists who still portray Islam in Nigeria, especially, the 
role played by Muslim women using long established stereotypes by orientalists 
during their studies on Muslim societies. A discussion on the revival of Islam in 
Nigeria follows. It analyzes the fundamental factors, which contribute towards the 
revival of Islam. It further examines the complex phenomenon of Muslim women’s 
ongoing reaffirmation of their identity in Islamic religious belief. The new trends in 
the changing roles of Muslim women in Yoruba land and their perception of the 
feminist movement is also examined. This reveals the extent to which these women 
are complacent or worried with their socio-religious roles and are motivated either by 
Islam or the feminist movement in their feminist aspirations. In doing so, it adopts the 
interview method to examine the socio-religious status of Muslim women in the area 
as perceived by these women themselves. The report of the interviews conducted is 
analytically presented. The study also offers an overview of feminism with special 
focus on the new trends among Muslim women referred to as Islamic feminism. It 
traces the origin and development of feminism from the eighteen century so as to 
understand the postmodern concept of gender feminism. It reveals both the views of 
secular feminists who want women to be completely free and Islamic feminists who 
want to live in the shade of Islamic teachings. The work of Shaykh al- Albānī also 
forms the core of this thesis where his views on Muslim women in the above book are 
critically presented. The thesis traces the historical background and milieu in which 
the book was written. It investigates the factors that warranted the writing of the book 



in order to ascertain the actual contributions of the book to the conditions of Muslim 
women. Using the views of Muslim women in the study area as basis of comparison, 
the thesis provides a critical and comparative analysis of the contributions of the book 
to Islamic feminism. Despite his fame as a conservative Wahhābī scholar, the work of 
the Shaykh shows analytically the extent to which he has responded to Islamic 
feminist aspirations. Finally, the research discloses the impact of the book in the 
educational activities of Muslims in Yoruba land especially the Muslim students’ 
society of Nigeria. It concludes with the demand by Muslim women in Yoruba land 
for a return to the pristine Islam which they believe will meet their feminist 
aspirations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ملخص البحث

 

 

 

عي للمرأة المسلمة في أرض يوربا دراسة الواقع الديني والاجتما يهدف هذا البحث إلى
جلباب المرأة المسلمة في الكتاب "بنيجيريا مستنداً على بعض الآراء الواردة في كتاب 

ويشتمل البحث على دراسة لمسيرة وأحوال المرأة المسلمة في . لمؤلفة الشيخ الألباني" والسنة
 منذ عهد خلافة - خصوصا المرأة المسلمة في الجنوب الشرقي النيجيري-أرض يوروبا 

وقد استهلت الدراسة بمعالجة موضوع حقوق المرأة المسلمة،  .الدولة الإسلامية في سوكوتو
مع توضيح مفهوم الحقوق وتقديم شرحٍ لواقع المرأة وأحوالها الدينية والاجتماعية منذ القرن 

وديا في كما اشارت الدراسة إلى مجهودات الشيخ عثمان دان ف.  الثامن عشرة في نيجيريا
نشر الدعوة الإسلامية، والمكانة التي احتلتها المرأة المسلمة قبل وبعد الخلافة الإسلامية في 

وقد . سوكوتو، مبينة الأثر الإيجابي لتلك الخلافة في تقدم مسيرة المرأة المسلمة الاجتماعية
ات في بلورة عنى البحث بحركة المرأة المسلمة في البلاد وبجمعياا، وحدد دور تلك الجمعي

وقد استند الباحث . حقوق المرأة وإعلاء شأا، خاصة في مجالات التعليم وخدمة اتمع
في موقفه النظري من قضية حقوق المرأة على ما كتبه الشيخ الألباني عن المرأة المسلمة في 



 كتابه المذكور سابقا، فقام بدراسة كتاب الشيخ الألباني وحدد الدوافع والأسباب وراء
 ويشير الباحث هنا إلى أنه رغم .كتابته، كما تتبع أثر ذلك الكتاب في أحوال المرأة المسلمة

أن مؤلف  الكتاب ينتمي إلى المذهب الوهابي، إلا أن كتابه المذكور يعد شاملا في نظرته 
وقد تتبع الباحث في . لهذه القضية وفي تأكيد حقوق المرأة المسلمة وتثمين دورها في اتمع

 اية البحث أثر هذا الكتاب في مسيرة الجمعيات الإسلامية في نيجيريا، خاصة في مجال
التعليم بمؤسسات الحكومة التعليمية و جمعيات الطلاب، كما بين أثره في اتجاهات وآراء 

 .          ونضال المرأة المسلمة لنيل حقوقها وتأكيد ودورها الاجتماعي
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
APPROVAL PAGE 

 
 
 

The thesis of Ibrahim Olatunde Uthman has been examined and is approved by the 
following: 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                    
                          Ibrahim Muhammad Zein (Supervisor) 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                         
                                           Mahmoud Galander (Internal Examiner) 

                                              
  

                                  
                                                                                                                                         

                  Abdul Kabir Solihu (Internal Examiner) 
 
 
                                                   

                                                                                                                                           
                           AbdulRazaq Kilani (External Examiner)  

                             
 
 

                                                                                                                                           



                                            Ahamed Kameel Mydin Meera (Chairman) 

 

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



DECLARATION 
 

 
 I hereby declare that this thesis is the result of my own investigations, except where 

otherwise stated. Other sources are acknowledged by footnotes giving explicit 

references and a bibliography is appended. 

 
 
 
Name:  Ibrahim Olatunde Uthman 

 
 
Signature…………………………..     Date……………………………… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



              

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA 
 
 

DECLARATION OF COPYRIGHT AND AFFIRMATION OF FAIR USE OF 
UNPUBLISHED RESEARCH 

 

  

Copyright @2005 by Ibrahim Olatunde Uthman   All rights reserved

The Socio-religious status of Muslim women in Yoruba land With Reference to the Work 

of Shaykh al-Albānī

                                            
 
No part of this unpublished research may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the copyright holder except 
as provided below.

1. Any material contained in or derived from this unpublished research may only be used 
by others in their writing with due acknowledgment. 

2. IIUM or its library will have the right to make and transmit copies (print or electronic) 
for institutional and academic purposes. 

3. The IIUM library will have the right to make, store in a retrieval system and supply 
copies of this unpublished research if requested by other universities and research 
libraries. 

Affirmed by  Ibrahim Olatunde Uthman   
                                                  

                                     …………………….                       …………
                                              Signature                                      Date

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This thesis is dedicated to my father, Alhaj Abdul RazÉq UthmÉn and my mother, 

Alhaja Uthman who constantly helps me spiritually in my life especially throughout 

this study. May AllÉh enrich them on this earth and later in the HereAfter, ÓmÊn. 

Likewise, the dissertation is dedicated to my wife and children especially, Miqdad and 

baby Jannat Maryam. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

I wish to express my deepest and warmest thanks first and foremost to Allāh with 

whom all things are possible and nothing is impossible. I also thank all those I remain 

indebted to, especially my supervisor, Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Muhammad Zein for his 

support and critical and sound assessment of this work despite his busy schedule both 

as a lecturer and a Deputy Dean, Academic Affairs for postgraduate studies. Without 

his support and even encouragement at critical moments of this research, it would 

have been difficult if not impossible to complete. I am particularly grateful for his 

bringing to my attention, some major materials and references that I have used in the 

research. I also wish to thank Assoc. Prof. Dr. Umar Abdul Rahman for his many 

hours of proof-reading and editing and critique of the final draft of this thesis. His 

critical suggestions have strengthened the literary structure of the thesis. At the same 

time, I would also like to thank the members of my thesis committee, Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Ahamed Kameel Mydin Meera, the chairman, Prof. Dr. Hassan Ahmed Ibrahim, 

Assoc. Prof. Mahmoud Galander, Dr. AbdulRazaq Kilani and Dr. Abdul Kabir 

Hussain Solihu for their critical and fruitful suggestions. 

Similarly, my sincere thanks and appreciation go to my spiritual, foster and 

intellectual father, Prof. Dr. Irfan H. Fattah for giving me so generously from his 



time, knowledge and wealth which have gone a long way in granting me the 

opportunity to accomplish and complete this dissertation. In fact, his assistance which 

spanned throughout the entire period of my study at IIUM included purchasing for me 

some of the required texts for my study and even putting his own personal books and 

journals at my disposal. He and Prof. Habeeb Marzuqi also created the time to go 

over this thesis at different stages right from the writing of the proposal to the final 

stage. I must therefore thank them profoundly because without their constant support 

and full guidance throughout my academic study in IIUM and my thesis writing in 

particular, my entire study might have been abandoned half way.  

I shall also always remember forever what Prof. Dr. Tariq Abdul Razak and Prof. Dr. 

Noriah Mohd Noor contributed to my stay and study in IIUM. Their joint financial 

assistance and sponsorship were indeed very helpful to my stay in IIUM and the 

completion of my study. I also thank Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mumtaz Ali for his personal 

devotion to my intellectual and material growth especially during the choosing of a 

thesis topic and the writing of my thesis proposal despite his workloads. He also 

firmly encouraged my intention in life to acquire the pleasure of Allāh. Indeed, my 

warm thanks and deep appreciation go to all Nigerian lecturers, Prof. Dr. Ahmad 

Shehu Abdus-Salam, Prof. Dr. Momoh Jimoh E. Salami, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suleyman 



Aremu Muyibi, and Asst. Prof. Dr. Abdul Kabir Hussain Salihu for their guidance and 

support throughout my study. I would also like to thank the academic members of the 

Kulliyyah Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences; especially Assoc. Prof. 

Kamar Oniha, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tamim Uthama and Dr. Mohammad Yousouf Ali, of 

General Studies Department, from whom I benefited financially, intellectually and 

academically. 

Furthermore, my special gratitude goes to members of the management and I single 

out the head of my Department, Dr. Che Amna Bahari, the former Dean of my 

Kulliyyah, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mohamad @ Md. Som Sujimon (Chairman), Prof. Dr. 

Sano Mustafa Koutoub, the Director, Institute for Muslim Unity, IIUM and Assoc. 

Prof. Dr. Zaleha Kamaruddin, the former Dean Center for Postgraduate Studies for 

their constant support and strong motivation during my study and the writing of my 

thesis in particular. Likewise, my thanks go to Dr. Ishaq Tijani, my younger brother, 

Sulayman Uthman and Abdul Jaleel Kehinde Shittu, a master’s student in the 

Kulliyyah of ITD IIUM, without whose assistance, I might not have come to IIUM at 

all. I also thank Alhaj, Oloso (Baba), Dr. K. K. Oloso, the HOD, Arbic and Islamic 

Studies, University of Ibadan, the Chief Imam of Ikere and HOD, Arabic, College of 

education, Ikere, his Excellency, Dr. Ismail Alatise, Dr. Lateef Sanni, Dr. Afis 



Oladosu, Alhaji AbdulRahman Oseni, Alhaji Umar Mudathir, Alhaj Misbahudeen 

Yusuf, Ustadh Mustapha AbdulRaheem, Ustadh Habeeb Balogun, Alhaj Muhammad, 

Alhaj Abdul Rauf Hambali, Alhaj Abdul Hamid Agboola, Alhaj Musa Owoyemi, Alhaj 

Abdullah Ahmad, Alhaj AbdulJelil Amuda Hamzat, Alhaj Mikail Ibrahim, Alhaj Ismail 

Abdus Salam, Alhaj Ishaq Abdus Salam and a host of other friends who gave me full 

support and motivation during my education in IIUM. 

Last and most importantly, I owe a debt to my family especially my boys; who despite 

my absence from them and the distance that separated us motivated me spiritually and 

psychologically throughout my academic study and the writing of this thesis in 

particular. I must also thank specially my last son, Miqdad, my daughter, Jannat 

Maryam, my mother-in-law and my darling wife for their co-operation, support, and 

encouragement and who I know must be extremely happy that this research is finally 

completed. I received a great deal of support from my wife who gave her valuable 

time, energy and meager resources to this research. To you all, I have nothing to offer 

but to say thank you for your being there when I really needed you and may God bless 

you all in turns.  

  

 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
        

Abstract………………………………………………………………………..………
..
 
ii 
Abstract 
(Arabic)……………………………………………………….........................
 
iii 
Aprroval 
Page……………………………………………………………..……............
 
v 
Declaration…………………………………………………………………...........
........
 
vi 
Acknowledgments……………………………………………………………………
…
 
viii 
 
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION ………………………………………………….
 
1 

        1.1  Background of the Study …………………………………………………..
 1  
        1.2 Statement and Justification of the 
Study…………………………………. 
 5 
        1.3 Research 
Objectives…………………………………………………........... 



 
10 
        1.4 Delineation of the Study Area, Scope and 
Limitation…………………........ 
 
14 
        1.5 Significance of the 
Study………………………………………………….... 
 
18 
        1.6 Methodolgy and Sources of the 
Research……………………………... ….. 
 1
9 
        1.7 Literature 
Review……………………………………………………........... 
 2
1 

 
CHAPTER TWO: HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF MUSLIM 
WOMEN…………….
 
38 

        2.1 Brief History of Islam in 
Nigeria…………………………………………… 
 3
8 
        2.2 Christianity as a Colonial Tool…………………………………………… 
 4
1 
        2.3 Women and Islamic Revivalism in 
Nigeria………………………………… 
 4
5 



        2.4 Activities of the Federation of Muslim Women 
Associations……………... 
 5
1 
        2.5 Women and 
Veiling………………………………………………………… 
 5
4 
        2.6 Political Empowerment of 
Women………………………………………… 
 6
6 
        2.7 Economic Empowerment, the Family and the Workload 
Problem………… 
 7
3 

        2.8. 
Conclusion…………………………………………………………………. 
 8
1 

 
CHAPTER THREE:  AN OVERVIEW OF FEMINISM & "ISLAMIC 
FEMINISM”..
 
83 

        3.1 
Introduction………………………………………………………………… 
 8
3 
        3.2 The Origins and Development of 
Feminism……………………………….. 
 8
6 



        3.3 20th Century Postmodern 
Feminism………………………………………... 
 8
9 
        3.4 Judeo-Christian Feminist 
Discourse………………………………………... 
 1
02 
        3.5 The Muslim Feminist 
Discourse……………………………………………. 
 1
07 
        3.6 The ×ijābphobia 
Question…………………………………………………. 
 1
33 
        3.7 The school of Islamic 
Feminism…………………………………………… 
 1
46 
        3.8 
Conlusion…………………………………………………………………… 
 1
79 

 
CHAPTER FOUR: LIFE, TEACHINGS & MAGNUM OPUS OF AL-
ALBĀNĪ........
 
181 

        4.1 His Birth, Childhood and 
Youth……………………………………………. 
 1
82 



        4.2 Da‘wah, ×adith Expertise and 
Contributions……………………………..... 
 1
85 
        4.3 Background to the 
Work……………………………………………………. 
 1
91 
        4.4 Definitions of Key Terms in the 
Book……………………………………... 
 2
01 
        4.5 Contents of the 
Book……………………………………………………….. 
 2
07 
        4.6 Feminist Notions and 
Features……………………………………………... 
 2
34 
        4.7 Perspective Analysis and Resume of the 
Work…………………………….. 
 2
39 
        4.8 Intellectual 
Impact……………………………………………………… 
 2
42 
        4.9 Socio-Religious and Political 
Impact………………………………………. 
 2
46 

        4.10 Juristic 
Impact……………………………………………………………... 



 2
49 
        4.11 Feminst 
Relevance………………………………………………………… 
 
252 
        4.12 Impacts on Islamic 
Movements………………………………………….... 
 2
57 

 
CHAPTER FIVE: MUSLIM WOMEN IN YORUBA LAND AND 
ROLES………....
 
263 

       5.1 Muslim Women and Socio-cultural 
Biases…………………………………. 
 
263 
       5.2 Muslim Women and Juvenile 
Delinquency…………………………………. 
 2
69 
       5.3 Muslim Women, Domestic and Public/ State 
Violence…………………….. 
 2
75 
       5.4 Muslim Women, Polygamy, Wife Beating and the 
Family……………….... 
 
292 
       5.5 Muslim Women and Genital 
Mutilation…………………………………….. 



 2
96 
       5.6 Women Preferred Professions………………………………………………. 
 3
03 
       5.7 Women and Secular Education………………………………………………
 3
06 
       5.8 Conclusion…………………………………………………………………  
 3
12 

 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS………………………………………
 
317 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY………………………………………………………………………
 
323 
 
APPENDIX A…………………………………………………………………………..
 
339 

APPENDIX 
B.….……………………………………………………………………….343 

 
 
 

 

 

 



CHAPTER ONE 

 INTRODUCTION  

          

1.1 Background to the Study 

 

This research seeks to be part of the feminist genre by studying the socio-religious 

status of Muslim women in Yoruba land, Nigeria. Feminism as a prominent force now 

dominating world religions and Islamic thought inclusive, posits that there is an urgent 

need to re-define religious attitudes toward gender, which are mostly responsible for 

the social-cultural conditions of women. By seeking to be part of this feminist genre, 

this study hopes to reveal that objectivity in the feminist analysis of Muslim societies 

is socio-culturally conditioned in western and secular matrices. It examines the 

feminist secular discourse within the context of the socio-religious conditions of 

Muslim women in Yoruba land, Nigeria. The study is broad enough to incorporate 

together, the perspectives of Muslim women and a work of a traditional Muslim 

scholar, so that it can in the long run clarify contemporary paradigms on the studies of 

Muslim women, which in reality proceed from two different socio-cultural analyses, 

the western and secular matrices and the Islamic socio-cultural matrices.  



 

The study is therefore an inquiry into what can be termed Nigerian Islam as it affects 

Muslim women and will trace the advent of Islam in the country, the contribution of 

the Sokoto Caliphate to the Islamization process in Nigeria and the status of women 

under the Caliphate. The choice of studying the status of Muslim women in Nigeria 

can only be understood within the context of a global society where Muslim women 

are now confronting what can best be described as “×ijÉbphobia”.  A study of 

Nigeria is, as a matter of fact, a study of the most populous African country with a 

large Muslim population majority, a Muslim population higher than that of any of the 

Arab countries and most Asian countries.  

 

The goal here is to provide a basis for exploring the main dimensions of the status of 

Muslim women as central to practices in the Muslim world using Yoruba land as a 

case study. It is hoped that this can stimulate the Muslim world, starting from Islamic 

organizations, especially the students’ society in Nigeria, to address these dimensions 

in formulating their policies on women. This study actually began in 1997 as an 

attempt to communicate some of these dimensions to members of the Muslim 

Students Society of Nigeria (MSSN) and to challenge Islamic scholars to promote 




