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ABSTRACT 

This study focuses on the objectivity in the coverage of the 2010 Iraqi parliamentary 
election by CNN and Al-Jazeera in their websites. The news coverage was examined 
for 42 days from 12 February until 26 March 2010, from the starting day of the 
election campaign to the announcement of the election results. The total samples 
collected were 112 stories, of which 38 of them were from CNN and 74 from Al
Jazeera. The data were coded for sources of news (official and non-official), direction 
of the news stories (favourable, unfavourable and balanced/neutral), and frames 
(responsibility, conflict and human impact frame) to test whether there is any 
significant variation between the two networks in their coverage of the event. 
Quantitative Content Analysis as a research method is used to investigate how the 
networks objectively covered this election. The Chi-square analysis yielded many 
significant findings which clearly distinguished AI-Jazeera as covering the election 
more objectively than CNN based on their comprehensive usage of news frames, 
presence of balanced/neutral news and employment of varied news sources. Even 
though one hundred percent of objectivity will never be attained as argued by 
scholars, in this study it can be concluded that AI-Jazeera, in comparison with CNN, 
displayed more objectivity in its coverage ofthe 20 I 0 Iraqi parliamentary election. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

Throughout modem history, people have depended on the mass media for unfolding 

news events around the world. Global media networks have made world news more 

accessible than ever before. Satellite technology removes the boundaries across 

countries and overwhelms the national media; the quick transmission of news gives 

the media a symbolic power in the modem world. Global satellite channels, such as 

CNN, BBC, and Al-Jazeera, disseminate news that are unfolding and inform audience 

of issues and events that come from distant places. 

Objectivity in presenting news is a major principle of journalism. Reporters 

should consider it an essential goal of their work. Objectivity which is characterized 

by balance, accuracy, realism, separation of facts from opinion, presentation of all 

main relevant points and avoiding slant would enable the press to present two sides of 

an issue, thus avoiding bias (Everette & Merrill, 1996). 

Media are important means for influencing people during any political event, 

such as elections. Before or during an election, the media play a great role to inform 

people about the candidates' campaign, the views of the political parties and so on. 

Perhaps, global news channels like CNN and Al-Jazeera have more interest in the 

2010 Iraqi parliamentary election, to show the entire world the situation in the post 

Saddam Hussein Iraq, or how Iraqi people are involved in a democratic system. 

After several years, for the first time, Iraq is experiencing a democratic system. 

Even though the political and security gains are not stable, at least the Iraqi state has 
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entered the transitional period from emergency to development. Democracy in Iraq 

offers the best hope for solving Iraq's problems over the long term of the totalitarian 

system. Barro ( 1999) argues that Iraq has good foundation to exercise democracy: 

The various socioeconomic indicators that academics use to assess 
the probability of democracy succeeding also suggest that Iraq has a 
reasonably good foundation to make the transition. In key categories 
such as per capita income, literacy, male-to-female literacy ratio, and 
urbanization, Iraq's numbers are comparable to those of many other 
states that have enjoyed real progress in the transition from autocracy 
to democracy, such as Bangladesh, Kenya, and Bolivia. (p. 180). 

Shortly after the Iraq 2003 war, the Bush administration returned rule to a 

selected Iraqi government on June 28th 2004. The first election in Iraq after the war 

was held on January 30, 2005. The election selected 275 seats as a National Assembly 

(Khan, 2010). 

The 7th March, 201 0 parliamentary election in Iraq represents the second 

election after the 2003 war. In this election more than six thousand candidates from 82 

political parties across the country participated in it. The main political parties are: the 

State of Law coalition led by current Prime Minister, Nuri AI Maliki; the Iraqi 

National Alliance (INA), such as the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq (ISCI); the 

Sadrist trend; the Kurdistan Alliance (KA); the Tawafuk coalition; the Iraqiya 

coalition, led by former Prime Minister, Iyad Allawi; and the Iraq Unity coalition led 

by Interior Minister Jawad Bolani. The election resulted in a partial victory for the 

Iraqi National Movement, led by former Prime Minister, Ayad Allawi, which won a 

total of 91 seats, making it the largest alliance in the Council. The State of Law 

Coalition, led by current Prime Minister, Nouri Al-Maliki, was the second largest 

group with 89 seats. 
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In addition, a series of violence was recorded during the election process. 

According to the Iraq Body Count, during the election period from 12 February (when 

the campaigning started) until 7ili March (Election Day), at least 228 people were 

killed. Another 176 people were killed in the period between Election Day and the 

announcement ofthe final results. 

This study analyses the media coverage of the election. The purpose of the 

study is to examine whether CNN and Al-Jazeera cover the news of the 2010 Iraqi 

parliamentary election objectively. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Objectivity as a method of presenting news helps journalists to "understand their 

biases, and the accepted narratives" (Everette, 1996: 113). According to Zhao (1989), 

one of the meanings of objectivity is "treating a subject so as to exhibit the actual facts 

not coloured by the feeling of the writer" (p. 1 ). The ideal of journalistic objectivity 

may be seen in multiple dimensions: practical, strategic, economic, and ideological. 

The objectivity principle guides journalists from bias reporting, in that, it is 

important to report news from different sides of an issue. The question here is, does 

objectivity prevails in news reporting of major news networks such as CNN and Al

Jazeera? Or how far is objectivity practiced in their news writing and reporting? 

Generally, studies on the differences of news coverage of Iraq between CNN 

and Al-Jazeera centred on war. Abdallah (2007) investigated how the CNN and Al

Jazeera represented their national interests in their coverage of the Iraqi War. Overall, 

the results suggested that the CNN had a more pro-war tendency while Al-Jazeera 

reflected a more anti-war stance. Robert and Jan (2004) analysed news reported by Al

Jazeera, CNN and Fox News during the days leading up to the fall of Baghdad. They 
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The recent situation of Iraq offers a rich laboratory to study objectivity among 

global media outlets. Aday et al. (2005) studied many of US news networks in 

comparison with Al-Jazeera and they found that culture has a significant influence on 

network's objectivity and that there was indication that the networks covered the event 

biased of their country of origin. It was also found that American networks were not 

very critical of the war compared to Al-Jazeera. 

Therefore, examining objectivity is required and further investigation is 

needed to investigate the presence of balance and accuracy in the news coverage of 

the 2010 Iraqi parliamentary election by CNN and Al-Jazeera. In this study, the 

researcher examines the objectivity of both networks, by focusing on balance 

reporting in the news paragraphs and diversity of sources used by them while covering 

the election. 

News Sources 

This section discusses news sources and its significance in establishing news 

credibility. Reese and Shoemaker (1996) describe sources as "external suppliers of 

raw material, whether speeches, interviews, or corporate report" (p.127). They 

highlight that sources provide journalists with information materials such as press 

releases, press conference, and government reports. Gans (1979) defines news as 

"information transmitted from sources to audiences" (p.80), and that the journalists 

are summarizing and alerting the information that is suitable for their audiences. 

In order to maintain balance in news, the journalist's reports of issues/events 

should rely on different sources. It is important for researchers to analyse the 

distribution of sources and examine news sources because media channels may claim 

that they are free and objective in their reports. Sutter (2004) highlights the 

12 


	tambah12.pdf
	sbh001




