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ABSTRACT

The main aim of this study 1is to find out the
perceptions of school administrators and teachers regarding
the importance of National Edupation Philosophy (NEP). In
addition, the study also intends to examine the extent of
application of the elements of NEP by the respondents. For
this purpose, school administrators and teachers from nine
secondary  schools in Klang District, Selangor were
selected. The sample‘comprises 98 teachers and 23 school
administrators. In pursuing the research, seven hypotheses
were developed and tested. Independent t-test and Pearson
Correlation were used to tesf the hypotheses. The results
reveal that there are no differences in the perceptions of
school administrators.and teachers: regarding the importénce

of NEP. It shows that both school administrators and

teachers perceive the NEP as important, but they don’t

always implement the elements of NEP in teaching and

learning process. Nevertheless, there 1is a positive
correlation in between the perceptions of the importance of
NEP and the extent of application of its elements among

respondents. But there is no correlation between the



perceptions of the importance of NEP and the extent of
application of its elements among  school administrators.
The teachers on the other hand, show stronger correlation
for the same factors. This shows that teachers, who
perceive the NEP as important, also implement the elements

of NEP. This is not the case for school administrators.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Philosophy of Education is a set of beliefs about
education. According to Fitzgibbons (1981), philosophy of
education is a set éf beliefs a person has regarding what
shouid (and should not) be done in education and what the
outcome of the education should (and should not) be
together bwith any other beliefs he takes as reasons
supporting these beliefs. In other words, a person’s
philosophy of education is a specific subset‘of the set of
all of that individual believes. In essence Fitzgibboﬁé
(1981) suggests_fhat there are.three aspects that has been

included in philosophy of education. They are:
a. What reasons one has to support any decision méde~in

education?

b. What one should believe should be done in education?

16



c. What one believes the outcomes of education ought to

be?

In Malaysia, the government through the Miqistry' of
Education (MoE) has  formulated National  Education
Philosophy (NEP) in 1988. Raja Mohamed (1997) has said that
the NEP can be considered as the national policy on
education. Wan Mohd Zahid (1993), the Director of Education
when the NEP ﬁas formulated had said that the philosophical
statement as peak of educational reformation and as a
mission statement of education in MalaYsia. According to
Anwar Ibrahim (1989) the then Minister of Education, the
NEP has become the basis to National Educational System so
that all the educational programs and activities are

directed to achieve the philosophy.

Thus, the NEP couid -raddress all the three aspects
suggested by Fitzgibbons (1981). In other ' words, any
decisiog by educationists in Malaysié regarding education
must be based on NEP; NEP also plays the role as a guide to
determine programs that must be implemented; and the‘NEé is
also portrays the vision of the outcomes of theknation’s

education ought to be.

17



1.2 Rationale forx Carrying Out the Study

The former Minister of Education, Dato' Seri Anwar
Ibrahim,‘in his official address at the Seminar on Islamic
Education (June 14, 1987) as quoted by Mantrak (1983), had
?ut forward some suggestions. Among them areg

i. The entire school activities should be in accordance
witﬁ the NEP and goals in order to foster perfect'
humén beings who are mentally, physically, morally
and knowledge wise perfect. Effects also should be
directed towards fostering affeéfion among fellow
humans, as well as ldyalty and responsibility to
religion and nation; and

ii. Teachers should change their methods of téaching by
emphasising values, and moral without neglecting the
chafacteristics of knowledge and academic

excellence.

Thus, teachers should  tune their mental set in
accordance to the NEP in order to attain the goals of the
philosophy. The effectiveness ofvthe implementation éf the
philosophy by'teachers’ is depends on their understanding

and perception of the NEP. Hence there exists a critical

18



need to have an insight into the perception of the teachers

on NEP.

1.3 Statement of Problem

The realisation that the NEP is important in
implementing their task is critical to school -
administrat5r$ and teachers. But Theobald (1992) found out
that the educators ' and administrators havé paid scant
attention to educational philosophy. According to Theobald

(1992),

‘In part, educational philosophy seems to generate so
little interest because observing its Qorkings first-
hand is so difficult. Many people simply conclude that
philosophy 1is an aﬁstruse system of beliefs, perhaps
suitable for faculty members in elite universities,

but otherwise useless.’
Therefore, this study is aimed at 'investigating the

perceptions of school administrators and teachers about

NEP.

19



1.4 Research Objectives

The main objective of this study 1is to examine the
perceptions of the school administrators and teachers about
the importance of NEP in performing their duties. As the
NEP 1is considered as the guideline and basis for all
educational decisions and activities, the study is also
aimed at iﬁvestigating the extent of implementation of the -
elements of NEP and its relations to school administrators’

and teachers’ perceptions on its importance.

1.5 Research Questions -

This study seeks to answer the following research

questions:
RQ1 ~ How do school administrators and teachers
perceive the importance of NEP?
RQ2 Is there any difference in the extent of

application of the elements of NEP between

school administrators and teachers?

20



RQ3

RQ4

1.6 ' Hypotheses

Table 1.1

Is there | any relationship between the
perceptions of importance and the extent of
application of the elements of NEP among the

respondents?

To what extent do teachers and school

administrators apply the elements of NEP?

summarises the wvariables and the hypotheses

to be tested in this study.

21



 Table 1.1
Summary of Hypotheses

Hypothesis Variables Hypotheses statement

Hq Teachers and There is a significant
School difference in the perceptions of
Administrators | school administrators and
And Importance | teachers regarding the

importance of NEP.

Hy Teachers and There is a significant
School difference in the extent of
Administrators | application of the elements of
And NEP between. school
application administrators and teachers.

Hs Gender and There is a significant
importance difference in the perception

according to gender regarding
the importance of NEP.

Hy Length of There is correlation between the
service and length of service and the extent
application of application of the elements

of NEP.

Hsg Importance There is relationship between
and ‘ the perceptions of importance of:
Application the elements of NEP and the

extent of ‘its application among-
the school administrators and
teachers. '

He Importance There is relationship between
and the perceptions of importance of
Application the elements of NEP and the

extent of its application among
teachers.

H5 | Importance There ‘is relationship between
and the perceptions of importance of
Application the elements of NEP and the

extent of its application among
the school administrators.
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1.7 Significance of the Study

The Ministry of BEducation (MoE) through wvarious
departments had planned and formulated educational
programmes based on the NEP. But the implementers are the
teachers and the school administrators. Thus, this study
would provide valuable information for the officials of
Ministry of Education regarding the perceptions of the
implementers about NEP. The information could be useful for
policy makers to formulate future programmes for teachers

and school administrators.

1.8 Definition of Terms

For the purpose of the study the following definitions

will be used;
Perceptions:

Refers to a continuous process of integration of present

and past sensdry impressions (Good, 1973).

23



