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ABSTRACT 
 

 

 

 

Traditional Malay houses are one example of Malaysia’s cultural heritage endangered 

by the onslaught of modern development. The inconsistent approaches in evaluating 

ways for the preservation of heritage buildings, such as the traditional Malay house, 

also make it difficult to preserve these structures. The research aims are to determine 

the category of preservation of the traditional Malay houses by the residents in Kuala 

Kangsar, Perak and to establish their reasons that lead to each of the category. Its 

objectives included determining what components signified traditional Malay house, 

thus determining its value as an object of history and preservation; to determine the 

categories of preservation related to traditional Malay houses in the Kuala Kangsar 

district; and to examine the reasons that influenced the categories of preservation. 

Rumah Bumbung Perak, a type of traditional house found in Kuala Kangsar, Perak, 

were selected for detailed observation. The condition of selected 20 samples of the 

traditional Malay house was investigated by using building’s visual investigation 

survey and via semi- structured interview. An observation checklist was designed to 

investigate the presence and conditions of 14 types of house components. Semi-

structured interviews were conducted with 20 residents of the houses to have an in-

depth understanding about the preservation categories. The results revealed that the 

preservation of the traditional Malay houses in Kuala Kangsar could be divided into 

three categories with 6 houses highly preserved, 13 houses moderately preserved, and 

1 house that were poorly preserved. The findings indicated that the preservation of 

traditional Malay houses in Kuala Kangsar was influenced by five main reasons: (1) 

financial problems, (2) lack of awareness among the users, (3) changes on the daily 

needs of the users, (4) material defects, and (5) changes in building owners. By 

knowing these reasons, it assisted the residents in making decisions regarding their 

house maintenance. It is expected that this study could contribute some benefits to the 

residents, various government agencies, heritage body, society and by all those who 

concerned with the preservation of heritage buildings in Malaysia. 
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 خلاصة البحث
 
 

يي  القلييد  حدد حثلي  الميوث  الللفي  المفليي   ذاا البيت القلييد  حبب  يعد تصميم البيت الملا
ثهددا بفلانلراض ي  ظل ذجم  القنمي  الحديل  ي  ثفليييف. لا تيجد ذنفك خطط ثاضح  ثثقنفسل  
ليعمل ثن حجل تلدير قيم  الحففظ عيى المبفني القلييدي   ثخفب  البيت الملايي  القلييد . اسقهدفت 

عيى المكينفت الميوثث  لبعض البييت القلييدي   -ثن قبل السكفن–ه الدواس  تحديد حسبفب المحففظ  ذا
( ثذلك ثفلف لفئ  ثثسقيى Kuala Kangsar-Perakالمخقفوة ي  كيالا كفنجسفو بيلاي  فيراك )

رِْز  قيمق  المحففظ . ثثن حذداف الدواس  كالك تحديد العنفبر المكين  ليبيت الملايي  القلييد  التي  تب 
التراثي  ثذلك لقحديد ثسقييفت الحففظ المقعيل  بفلبيت الملايي  القلييد  ي  ثنطل  كيالا كفنجسفو 

(Kuala Kangsar ثكالك لدواس  الأسبفب التي تؤثر عيى تحديد ثسقييفت الحففظ المقعيل  بفلبيت )
بفعقبفوذف  ي  ثنطل  كيالا كفنجسفو الدواس  . حجريت ذاهالقلييد  ي  ثنطل  كيالا كفنجسفوالملايي  

 ثكفنف لدواس  الحفل   ديث تم اخقيفو نيع ثن بييت فيراق القلييدي   ثذي البيت ذث السلف الهرثي
(rumah bumbung Perak)  ثذلك لقسجيل الملادظفت القفصييي . العين  المخقفوة عشرثن بيقف

الملفبي  شب  المنظم . تم إعداد ثرجعي  تلييديف تمت دواسقهف عن طريق ثس  بصر  )المعفين (  ث 
ثلادظفت ليقحلق ثن ثجيد  ثدفل  ثلاث  عشر عنصرا ثن ثكينفت البيت. حجريت ثلفبي  شب  ثنظم  
ثع عشرين ثن سكفن البييت المخقفوة )العين ( ليحصيل عيى فهم دقيق بخصيص ثسقييفت المحففظ  

لقلييدي  ي  ثنطل  كيالا  المحففظ  عيى البييت اعيى البييت المخقفوة. حسفرت نقفئج الدواس  عن حن 
. بيلاي  فيراق يمكن حن تندوج تحت ثلاث  ثسقييفت  ديث كفنت ذنفك سبع  بييت تمت كفنجسفو

المحففظ  عييهف بدوج  عفلي   ثسق  عشر بيقف تمت المحففظ  عييهف بدوج  ثقيسط   ثسبع  بييت تمت 
قفئج الدواس  ثجد حن المحففظ  عيى البييت الملاييي  القلييدي  المحففظ  عييهف بدوج  ضعيف   ثبمنفقش  ن

تغيير ادقيفجفت  -3قي  ثعي المنقفعين   -2ثشكي  القمييل   -1تأثرت بخمس  حسبفب وئيسي  ثذي: 
وداءة المياد. ثخقفثف فإن ذاه الدواس  قد حظهرت العنفبر المكين  -5تغيير الملاك   -4المنقفعين الييثي   

قلييد  الملايي   ثثسقييفت المحففظ  عيي  ي  ثلاي  بيراق  ثالأسبفب التي حثرت عيى اخقلاف ليبيت ال
. ثثعرف  تيك الأسبفب يسفعد قفطني تيك البييت البييت ي  ثنطل  كيالا كفنجسفو ثسقيى المحففظ  عيى

شيئ ثن المعرف  عن  عيى اتخفذ قراوات تقعيق بصيفن  ثنف لهم. ثن المقيقع حن تسهم ذاه الدواس  ي  إضفف 
المحففظ  عيى البييت االقلييدي  لكل ثن السكفن  ثالهيئفت الحكيثي  المخقيف   ثثصيح  الحففظ عيى 

 الترا   ثالمجقمع  ثكل ثن ل  علاق  بفلحففظ عيى البيت الملايي  القلييد  .
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1 

CHAPTER ONE 
 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF STUDY 

This research focuses on the preservation of heritage buildings in relation to 

traditional Malay house in Kuala Kangsar as a sample. Preservation can be defined as 

the act or process of applying measures in which it is necessary to sustain the existing 

form, integrity, and materials of a historic property (National Park Service [NPS], 

2011). The traditional Malay house is part of Malaysia’s heritage requiring 

preservation for future reference. For example, Rumah Kutai and Rumah Bumbung 

Perak are two types of traditional Malay houses representing unique Malays 

architectural design in Perak. 

The research by the NPS (2011) has documented the preservation as work, 

including preliminary measures to protect and stabilise the property that generally 

focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and features 

rather than extensive replacement and new construction. In the 2000s, a preservation 

movement increased rapidly in some European countries to preserve its cultural 

heritage (Harding, 2003). However, few preservation programs succeed in preserving 

cultural properties due to finance and legislation hurdles. The importance of 

preserving heritage buildings is to ensure that the roots of a community remain visible 

to the future (Hufford, 1994).  

In Malaysia, there is little documented material explaining the preservation 

works undertaken to preserve the integrity of heritage buildings (Rahman, Akash and 

Zuraidi, 2012). The Malaysia government encourages preservation and conservation 
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practices by providing consultancy services, although this initiative is still relatively 

new (BWM, 2010). 

One type of heritage building worth preserving is the traditional Malay house 

(Mohd Sabrizaa and Sufian, 2005; Rahman et al., 2012). History and cultural factors 

influenced the design and setting of traditional Malay houses (Amir Hosein and Nur 

Dalilah, 2012). Nowadays, the traditional Malay house has been affected by 

Malaysia’s rapid modern development and faces the threat of being transformed from 

a timber house to a brick house, among other threats (Seo, Saari & Young, 2012). 

Moreover, studies on preservation practice indicate that there are several issues related 

to preserving the traditional Malay house. 

 

1.2 PROBLEM STATEMENTS 

Issues for the preservation of traditional Malay houses include the following: 

i. There are unclear and inconsistent approaches in evaluating the 

preservation practice for heritage buildings in relation to traditional Malay 

houses in Malaysia. According to Rahman et al. (2012), preservation work 

is not well explored in Malaysia. Most of the government agencies such as 

the Department of National Heriatge only focus on the standard and 

guideline for conservation of heritage buildings (Abu Talib, 2010), while 

the preservation of the traditional Malay house is still not widely 

investigated and documented. Meanwhile, Arazi et al. (2010) stated that 

there are still inadequate standards and methods of preservation in the 

context of heritage buildings. 

ii. The traditional Malay house has been endangered by the onslaught of 

Malaysian modern development. Mohd Sabrizaa and Mohammad Najib 
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(2005) mentioned that traditional Malay architecture is reflected in the 

traditional house and serves as a major reference for social and cultural 

studies related to the Malay cultural heritage. However, nowadays people 

tend to ignore the importance of traditional Malay house design and 

function and its implications for the identity of the community.  

Limthongsakul and Davivong (2010) and Abd. Aziz and Enoch (2013) 

highlighted that the aesthetic design of the traditional house plays a 

significant role in maintaining the identity of the local architecture. 

However, many traditional houses are not preserved. 

iii. Literature indicates that despite many conceptual frameworks for 

preservation, it is not widely implemented in Malaysia. According to Badan 

Warisan Malaysia (2010) and Arazi, Faris and Mahmoud (2010), various 

techniques to ensure the success or failure of preservation in maintaining 

heritage buildings are not well studied in Malaysia.  

 

1.3 RESEARCH GAP 

In Malaysia, the research on the categorisation of preservation is minimal due to lack 

of documentation (Abu Talib, 2010; Badan Warisan Malaysia [BWM], 2010; Rahman 

et al, 2012). Various researchers such as Rahman et al, (2012), Nur Hidayatuljamilah 

(2012), Salbiah (2010), Khursiah and Fakhrul Zaman (2011) are highlighted about the 

conservation of the heritage buildings in general but not the preservation of the 

traditional Malay house. Meanwhile, Radiah et al, (2011), Nangkula and Nurhananie 

(2011), Amir Hosein and Nur Dalilah (2012), Zulkifli and Abdullah Sani (n.d), and 

Limthongsakul and Davivong (2010) are among the researchers who explained about 

the design, elements, components and types of the traditional Malay houses in 
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Malaysia. Based on this, it shows that many researches done by the various 

researchers only highlighted about the heritage building and traditional Malay house 

without the preservation work. 

Preserving cultural objects such as the traditional Malay house and its cultural 

value helps to share the understanding of our history and heritage. It may create a 

sense of shared human cultural identity and contributing to the quality of life of those 

who engage with it (Sease, 1998). The preservation of the traditional Malay house 

helps maintain one of the cultural heritage components for future reference. 

 

1.4 MAIN RESEARCH QUESTION 

The preservation of the traditional Malay house is not widely investigated. Therefore, 

what are the categories of preservation of Malay traditional houses that have already 

been practiced and the reasons influencing preservation in Kuala Kangsar?  

   

1.5 RESEARCH AIM 

The research aims are to determine the category of preservation of the traditional 

Malay houses by the residents in Kuala Kangsar, Perak and establish their reasons that 

lead to each of the category. 

 

1.6 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The identification of the problems and the main research question above has left the 

research area with several raised questions. 

i. What are the components of traditional Malay houses that signify their 

heritage value? 
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ii. What are the categories of preservation related to traditional Malay houses 

in Kuala Kangsar? 

iii. What are the reasons that influence the categories of preservation related to 

traditional Malay houses in Kuala Kangsar? 

 

1.7 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

The above questions have led to the following objectives of the study. 

i. To determine the components of traditional Malay house that signify their 

heritage value 

ii. To determine the categories of preservation related to traditional Malay 

houses in Kuala Kangsar. 

iii. To examine the reasons that influence the categories of preservation related 

to Malay traditional house in Kuala Kangsar. 

 

1.8 OPERATIONAL TERM 

Various researches (Benson and Klein, 2008; History Trust of South Australia, 2009; 

NPS, 2011; Arazi et al., 2011; National Heritage Act 2005 (Act 645); the ICOMOS 

Burra Charter, 2013) have discussed the meaning of preservation in relation to 

heritage buildings. The preservation of the traditional Malay house can be identified 

as; 

“The retention of the building existing form, features and detailing of 

the Malay traditional house by the house users”  

 

The operational term of this research are discussed further in chapter two. 
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1.9 SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY 

There are limited studies on the preservation of the traditional Malay house. This 

house has its own uniqueness in terms of Malay cultural values. It represents local 

culture and has been built to fulfil the needs of society. However, the traditional 

Malay house is under threat due to many factors include the age, financial and 

awareness. This study explores the categories of preservation of traditional houses. 

The findings from the research will enhance understanding among residents, local 

communities, and the relevant authorities for the preservation of the traditional Malay 

house. It will also contribute to the field of preservation for heritage buildings in 

Malaysia. 

 

1.10 SCOPE OF RESEARCH 

This research focuses on the category of preservation for selected traditional Malay 

house in Kuala Kangsar, Perak. Current approaches for preservation published by 

various agencies such as the ICOMOS Burra Charter (2013), the ICOMOS Principles 

for the Preservation of Historic Timber Structures (1999) and National Heritage Act 

2005 (Act 645) are forms the main reference before evaluating the categories of 

preservation used by the sampled residents. Most of the agencies such as the Office of 

Historic Preservation, California (2011) and Oklahoma City Historic District (2011) 

refer to the ICOMOS as guidelines for the preservation of heritage buildings. Due to 

its reputation as a heritage site, Kuala Kangsar has been chosen as a case study. 

According to Draf Rancangan Tempatan Daerah Kuala Kangsar (2011), Kuala 

Kangsar is an attractive site rich with architectural heritage worth preserving for the 

next generation. This research focusses solely on the traditional Malay house in Kuala 

Kangsar as a centre for Malay cultural heritage in Perak. The type of the traditional 
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Malay house that was chosen is Rumah Bumbung Perak which represents the identity 

of the Perak’s architectural heritage because it has left behind a historical legacy of 

old buildings of the Malays (Salbiah, 2010) 

 

1.11 STRUCTURE OF THESIS 

This thesis comprises six chapters beginning with the introduction, literature review 

and theoretical framework, methodology, analysis, results and finding, and ending 

with a conclusion and recommendations. 

Chapter 1 introduces the research, including the research background, 

problems, gap, aim, objectives and questions, operational term, significance, and 

scope of the research. 

Chapter 2 provides the theoretical framework of the research to elicit the 

research statement. It provides the basis of the research based on related theories and 

knowledge on the preservation of heritage buildings and the traditional Malay house. 

Apart from that, the second chapter also presents the review of literature on 

preservation of heritage buildings in general. Hence, it covers the standard of 

preservation practice at the national and local level. It also covers the relationship 

between the preservation of heritage buildings and its importance for the traditional 

Malay house. It discusses the types of traditional Malay houses in Malaysia and 

focuses on traditional Malay houses in Perak found in Kuala Kangsar. 

Chapter three focuses on the methodology of the research. It provides a review 

of previous studies that employ methodologies related to the study of buildings and 

heritage preservation, traditional Malay houses, and offers a detail explanation of the 

methodologies selected for the research. 
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Chapter four explained the selection of the area of study which includes the 

case study area and selection of traditional Malay houses that are located in the Kuala 

Kangsar, Perak. 

Chapter five analyses the data and presents the results and findings of the 

research consistent with the objectives and the theoretical framework of the research. 

Chapter five presents the conclusion of the research and offers 

recommendations for future research. 

Figure 1.1 shows the outline of chapters of the thesis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


