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ABSTRACT 

 

This study concentrates on the outstanding research gap that current conventional 

measurements of liveability lacks religious indicators and sub-indicators. Hence based 

on this premise this thesis works towards developing an evaluation model for 

liveability by engaging in the Islamic framework of Maqāṣid al-Sharīah (Objectives 

of Islamic Laws). Religiosity of human beings is found to be the right prerequisite to 

set the foundation for liveability planning. The path towards this end has actually been 

laid by the Creator Himself through the manual called Maqāṣid al-Sharīah. Indeed, 

worldly pursuits had been governed by greed (prosperity), development and progress 

negating humanity wellbeing in its holistic sense. Hence, research on the objectives of 

the Sharīah for the individual‘s liveability and quality of life encompassing the 

fivefold matter i.e. to safeguard his religion, his life, his intellect, his lineage and his 

wealth is now indispensable. The rampant environmental disruptions and disasters that 

gravely affect human liveability and quality of life actually reflect man‘s failures to 

perform his role as the ―Khalīfah‖ or vicegerent on earth. It should never be attributed 

as the creator‘s wrath! This study therefore stresses the role of urban planners and the 

people living in cities to make cities liveable. To support this goal, this research 

engaged in data collection involving three semi-structured interviews as its qualitative 

methodology and one quantitative questionnaire survey of the ―guardian‖ or 

stakeholders (Urban Planners and Maqāṣid al-Sharīah scholars). Their professional 

and truthful insights in creating urban liveability and quality for living are vital in 

developing the liveability measurement model within the Islamic perspective. This 

thesis designated it as the Islamic Liveability Evaluation Model (ILEM). Rich findings 

from the Mixed-Method methodology were analysed via ATLAS.ti and Analytic 

Hierarchy Process (AHP). The former employed the thematic approach while the 

latter used the Super Decision software to calculate geometric means, weightage, 

ranking and consistency ratios. The indicators of ILEM are the five Maqāṣid al-

Sharīah domains and the sub-indicators by the respective domains are safeguarding 

religion, widespread religious activities at the neighbourhood and city level, integrated 

‗aqli and naqli education system, extreme importance in safeguarding the family 

institution, and wealth generation system that is religious compliant. The choice of 

Shah Alam as the test case for ILEM serves as an example to evaluate liveability of 

cities based on the Maqāṣid al-Sharīah framework. Hopefully, the formulation of 

ILEM by this research is a significant breakthrough to measure liveability of cities for 

the whole world - both for the Muslim and the Non-Muslim cities alike! 
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 البــــحث خــــــــلاصة

در قابايزلهدا ربززلههدلمقز يب لهفيهدف قز سهتركز هذز اهدراسد زله ازفهدر ازبحهدر البزلهدر زز ستحهدرز هت  لز
ها ؤشززززرددهدرايوبززززله دلمؤشززززرددهدر ر بززززل ه  وزززز   ه اززززفهذزززز درهدرسززززلملاهدلم ل ززززلهرا ززززب ظززززر  هر

ملاهخز  هدطاز سههظر  هدرسلملاهدلم ل لهرا ب درر  رله افهتطبيرهنمبذجهتقببمهردلأ  س،هت  لهذ اه
 ضززز  ههدرطريزززوههزززبهذززز اهدر  يزززله زززاه مههجزززاه  فقزززاه ه هدط ززز مبلهدط ززز ملهدرقززز لمه ازززفهمق ةزززاهدر زززري ل

 هدلمسزز  لهدرالاببيزززلهإ ل هفيهدربد ززز ،هيبار  ززلهمززلاه  زززلهدسزز روهلا سزز همزززلاهخزز  هاربززلهيزززا فهمق ةززاهدر ززره
،هلاهغزز هرف ذبززلهدر  ززريلهم هبمهزز هدرلماززل ه مززلاه مهلاهت زز  ه  هه زز دهدر طززبسه در قززا  طايحلم هزز هدع زز ه م

درز هدرضزر ستدهدس ز ،ه ازفه له فضلههرا زراهت ز  لهملاه جلهحب حه لاهدر اثهفيهتحقبوهمق ةاهدر ري
إ هدلاضزززطردباده درلمزززبدسئهدر بتبزززلهدلم   زززبلهدرززز هتزززؤ رهه (  رضززز ه م رززز  قاززز هايوززز ه حب تززز ه هتح زززلهرا زززراه 

"خاب ززل"ه ازززفههز  ززلملهخطززىه اززفهحبززز حهدطلاسزز  هدربززب هت لمززز هفيهدربد زز هف ززلهدطلاسززز  هفيه اد ها ساهكزز
  ززز  ه لا ززز جههذزززللاهتحسززز ه ازززفه  ززز هغضززز همزززلاهدسززز رو،ه زززله هدرلمزززبدسئهأززز ه دلأسض هفلمزززلهذززز اه

دلمزا هع زلهدلمزا ه   ازلهه  لم  لاس   ه ملاهذو هتأتيهذ اهدراسد لهر ؤكاه افها سهدلمخططينهداضريينهدط
جريز همز ه بوز ده  هرااب ح ه ر اقبوهذز دهددزا هفقزاه ز فهدر ازثهع ز هدر بز لاده زاه ز ئهمقز   ده

لىهد   ب  ه دحزاهرززاالب ه ازفه بز لادهك بزلهمزلاه ةزا  هإض فلهإه،هابلهع  ه ب لادهلاب بلك وههمخ  سح
إ هسؤيزز همهدلمهوبززله درلزز ا لهفيهخاززوهه( دلمق ةززا ذزز اهدر تززلهت زز له دلمخططززينهدلمززالابينه  ا زز  هه،دلملززاال

مززلاههب ظززر  هدرسززلملاهدلم ل ززلهرا زز مززرهحبززبتهفيهتطززبيرهنمززبذجهرقبزز سهه ظززر  هدرسززلملاهدر بتززلهداضززريله
( هILEMار حلهكو زبذجهإ ز ملهر قبزبمهظزر  هدر زب ه تخ ذذ هفيهذ اهدلأدموظبسهإ  مل هر ركه مه

(ه   ابزلهدر اابزلهATLAS.tiرقاه مهتحابزلهلا ز ل ههمزوه هدرطريقزلهدلمخ اطزلهبا ز خاد ه زرلام هدااز ه 
 Super ه بو زززز هد زززز خا هدلأخززززىه ززززرلامهضززززب ل( ه  ززززاهد زززز خا هدلأ  هدرززززوه هدلمبهAHPددرمززززله 

Decisionمؤشزرددههملاه جزلهحسز  هدروسز هددوا زبله درزبت ه در تبز ه لاسز هدلاتسز   هILEMه
ذززلهلازز لادهمق ةززاهدر ززري لهدس سززله دلمؤشززرددهدر ر بززلهمززلاه  ززلهدتزز لادهدلم وبززله درزز هت  لززلهفيه  يززله

بزززله دروقابزززلهفيهلاظززز  ه تلم مزززلهدر ازززب هدر قادلألا زززطلهدرايوبزززلهدر ززز ل له ازززفهمسززز ب هدازززله دلمايوزززل،ه هدرزززايلا،ه
قاهّ هدخ ب سهشز اهر لاظ  هتبرباهدرلر حهدلم بدفوهم هدرايلا هه،قلب ها  يلهمؤ سلهدلأ رحدرهميبله دلأ،هدر  ابم
را ا هضز لاهدطاز سهدط ز ملههظر  هدرسلملاهدلم ل لهرا ب ر قببمهههILEMدخ   سهرزههكو بذج ههه ّ ه

ززز ههدرقززز لمه ازززفهمق ةزززاهدر زززري ل هصمزززله  هتلمزززب هةزززب غل ذززز دهدرقززز لاب همزززلاهخززز  هذززز دهدر ازززثهإ ززز ت دهمه  
 ا ب هفيههدلما هدط  مبله غىهدط  مبله افهحاه بد  درسلملاهدلم ل لهررقب سهماتهمو   لهظر  ه

 



iv 

APPROVAL PAGE 

The thesis of Norimah Bte Md. Dali has been approved by the following: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Alias Abdullah 

Supervisor 

 

 

____________________________ 

Azila Bte Ahmad Sarkawi 

Co-Supervisor 

 

 

__________________________ 

Rafikul Islam 

Co-Supervisor 

 

 

________________________ 

Mansor Ibrahim 

Internal Examiner 

 

 

_________________________ 

Badaruddin Mohamed 

External Examiner 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Mizan Hitam 

External Examiner 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Mohd Feham Md. Ghalib 

Chairman 
 

 

 



v 

DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that this thesis is the result of my own investigations, except where 

otherwise stated. I also declare that it has not been previously or concurrently 

submitted as a whole for any other degrees at IIUM or other institutions. 

 

Norimah Bte Md. Dali  
 

 

 

Signature .......................................                Date ......................................... 

 



vi 

COPYRIGHT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA 

 

DECLARATION OF COPYRIGHT AND AFFIRMATION OF FAIR USE 

OF UNPUBLISHED RESEARCH 

 

AN EVALUATION MODEL USING THE MAQĀṢID-AL-SHARĪAH 

FRAMEWORK TOWARDS LIVEABLE CITY 

 
I declare that the copyright holder of this thesis is Norimah Bte Md.Dali 

 
Copyright © 2018 Norimah Bte Md.Dali and International Islamic University Malaysia. All 

rights reserved. 

 

No part of this unpublished research may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 

system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 

photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission of the 

copyright holder except as provided below: 

 

1. Any material contained in or derived from this unpublished 

research may be used by others in their writing with due 

acknowledgement. 

 

2. IIUM or its library will have the right to make and transmit 

copies (print or electronic) for institutional and academic purposes.  

 

3. The IIUM library will have the right to make, store in a 

retrieved system and supply copies of this unpublished research if 

requested by other universities and research libraries. 

 

By signing this form, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the IIUM 

Intellectual Property Right and Commercialization policy. 

 

 

 

 

Affirmed by Norimah Bte Md. Dali 

 

                           

 

                                                                                                         

       ……..……………………..                             ……………………….. 

                    Signature                                  Date      

 



vii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

”A special gift to all my four children, my two sons-in-law and my five grandchildren…. 

For their moral support and sacrifices to materialize this thesis comes through…. 

This endeavour is a jihad for my fellow retirees of the Federal Department of Town & 

Country Planning, Peninsular Malaysia. 

Simultaneously, it should evoke as an inspiration for young fellows to pursue their 

studies…. 

A testimony of lifelong learning! 

The challenge goes….If an old lady can, why not me? 

All praise belongs to Allah and what little knowledge gained from this arduous PhD. 

journey will be passed on to the young Malaysian Planners, InsyaAllah.” 

 

 

“Lifelong learning, From Womb to Tomb”



viii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

In the name of Allah the Al-Mighty, the Merciful and the Benevolent. 

 

Indeed, the untiring supervision, sharing, patience and caringness of my Supervisor 

Yg. Bhg. Prof. Dato‘ TPr. Dr. Alias Abdullah deserves all the praise and appreciation 

that goes beyond words. His efforts had been complemented forcefully by the 

involvement of two Co-Supervisors, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Azila Bte Ahmad Sarkawi and 

Prof. Dr. Rafikul Islam. 

  

Invaluable insights with regards to Maqāṣid al-Sharīah in modern day context were 

derived mainly from my own readings and discussions with two contemporary 

renowned Maqāṣid al-Sharīah scholars especially Jasser Auda and Mohamad Hashim 

Kamali. Other Maqāṣid al-Sharīah practitioners who willingly participated in the 

interviews and questionnaire survey also deserve my gratitude. 

  

On the planning fraternity, my sincere appreciation goes to my fellow Town Planners 

who have retired from the Federal Department of Town and Country Planning 

Malaysia and those young Urban Planners who are still serving the same Department, 

Chief Town Planners of the Perbadanan Putrajaya, Senior Town Planners of the 

Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam and several reputable Consultant Town Planners who 

have shared their sincere views on Malaysian urban planning practice in relation to 

liveability within the Islamic perspectives.  

 

Conclusively, looking back on the thirty years of planning practice, the planning 

system, the planning laws, the planning standards and guidelines that have been 

instituted in Malaysia, I belief that Urban Planning in Malaysia should be Islamised 

and relevantised according to our own religion, culture and way of life which is 

simply uniquely Malaysian. Gone should be the days where we had blatantly adopted 

and adapted from the western secular ideologies and material culture. We are now 

mature enough to choose our own path - the Malaysian way! 



ix

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Abstract 	 ii
Abstract in Arabic	 iii
Approval Page	 iv
Declaration	 v
Copyright Page	 vi
Acknowledgements	 viii
List of Tables	 xiii
List of Figures	 xvii
Abbreviations	 xx
Glossary of Arabic Terms	 xxi

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION	 1
	 1.0  Introduction	 1
	 1.1  Background of the Research	 2
	 1.1.1  Rapid Urbanization and Liveability Issues	 5
	 1.1.2  Current Urban Liveability and Sustainability Meanings	 9
	 1.1.2.1 Western Liveability Definitions and Measurements	 12
	 1.1.2.2 Malaysian Liveability/Sustainability Definitions	 17
	 1.1.3  Liveability Definitions in the Islamic Context	 19
	 1.1.4  The Liveability Definition for this Research	 20
	 1.2  Statement of the Research Problem	 20
	 1.3  Research Questions (RQs)	 22
	 1.4  Research Aim and Objectives (ROs)	 23
	 1.5  Scope of the Research	 23
	 1.6  Thesis Structure	 24
	 1.7  Significance of the Study	 26
	 1.7.1 Contribution to Knowledge	 26
	 1.7.2 Contribution to Urban Planning Practice	 26
	 1.7.3 Contribution to Urban Planning Policies, Planning Guidelines and	
	 	 Standards	 27
	 1.8  Chapter Conclusion	 28

CHAPTER TWO: THE CONVENTIONAL INDICES OF LIVEABLE	
CITIES	 29
	 2.0  Introduction	 29
	 2.1  The Liveability Models Globally and in Malaysia	 31
	 2.1.1 The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU)	 33
	 2.1.2 Mercer	 36
	 2.1.3 Monocle	 37
	 2.1.4 Comparison of World Cities Ranking, 2018	 39
	 2.2  Resemblances of the Three World Organizations’ Indicators	 42
	 2.3  The Malaysian Quality of Life Indicators	 46
	 2.3.1 The Malaysian Wellbeing Index (MWI)	 48
	 2.3.2 MURNInets and The Happiness Index	 55
	 2.3.3 The Malaysian Ummah Development Index (MUDI)	 66

AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491565
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491565
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491565
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491566
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491567
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491568
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491570
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491571
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491572
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491573
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491574
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491574
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491576
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491577
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491578
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491638
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491639
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491640
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491641
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491642
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491643
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491644
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491645
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491646
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491647
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491648
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491649
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491650
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491651
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491651
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491652
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491653
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491653
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491654
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491654
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491655
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491656
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491657
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491658
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491659
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491660
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491661
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491662
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491663
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491664
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491665


x

	 2.3.4 The Malaysian Family Wellbeing Index (MFWI).	 67
	 2.3.5 The Muslim Religiosity and Personality Indexing (MRPI), UPM	
		  Study	 68
	 2.3.6 The Malaysian Syari’ah Index (MSI)	 69
	 2.4  Probing the Three Most Important Malaysian Sustainable Quality of 	
     	 Life Studies	 72
	 2.5  The Universal Importance of Religion in Human Life	 77
	 2.6  Current Issues of Liveability – From the Religion Perspectives	 79
	 2.7  Chapter Conclusion	 80

CHAPTER THREE: ISLAMIC LIVEABILITY AND MAQĀṢID	
                                  AL-SHARĪAH	 83
	 3.0  Introduction	 83
	 3.1  Islam as the Way of Life	 84
	 3.2  The Basic Moralities of the Islamic Religion	 87
	 3.3  Maslahah (Public Benefits)	 91
	 3.3.1  Dharuriyyāt (Essentials/Necessities)	 92
	 3.3.2  Hajiyyāt (complimentary benefits)	 93
	 3.3.3  Tahsiniyyāt (Desirables or Luxuries)	 95
	 3.4  Maqāṣid al-Sharīah : The Concept, Meaning and Purpose	 96
	 3.4.1 Maqāṣid	 96
	 3.4.2 Sharīah	 98
	 3.4.3 Maqāṣid al-Sharīah	 102
	 3.4.4 Justice and Harmony	 105
	 3.4.5 The Maqāṣid al-Sharīah Ecosystem for this Research	 105
	 3.5  Maqāṣid al-Sharīah : Then and Now	 107
	 3.5.1 The Traditional Maqāṣid al-Sharīah	 114
	 3.5.2 The Modern-Day Maqāṣid al-Sharīah Interpretation and	
	 	 Relevantization	 117
	 3.6  The Compliance of Maqāṣid al-Sharīah	 119
	 3.7  Reflecting Conventional Indicators in Relation to Maqāṣid al-Sharīah	 121
	 3.8  Maqāṣid al-Sharīah and Liveability	 123
	 3.8.1 The Maqāṣid Indicators	 131
	 3.8.2 Religiosity of Human Beings	 132
	 3.9  The Maqāṣid al-Sharīah Theoretical Framework	 136
	 3.10 Islamic Cities in History 	 138
	 3.10.1 Makkah and Madinah	 139
	 3.10.2 Fez, Morocco	 141
	 3.10.3 Isfahan, Iran	 144
	 3.10.4 Alhambra’ and Granada, Spain	 146
	 3.11 Cities of The OIC Countries 	 147
	 3.12 Malaysian Historical City - Melaka 	 148
	 3.12.1 Melaka – The Islamization Theory	 148
	 3.12.2 Traits of Islamic Law in Malaysia – The Malaysian Federal	
		    Constitution (as at November 2010)	 149
	 3.13  What Makes Islamic Liveable Cities	 151
	 3.13.1  The Islamic City Defined	 151
	 3.13.2  The City Physical Layout or Components	 153

AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491666
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491667
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491667
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491668
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491669
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491669
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491670
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491671
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491672
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491673
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491673
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491674
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491675
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491676
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491677
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491678
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491679
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491686
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491686
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491688
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491689
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491690
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491690
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491691
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491692
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491693
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491693
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491696
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491697
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491700
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491701
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491702
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491702
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491703
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491704
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491705
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491689
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491690
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491690
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491690
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491705
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491705
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491689
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491690
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491690
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491678
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491679
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491686


xi

	 3.13.3  The Human Development in Islam	 153
	 3.14 Chapter Conclusion 	 154

                
CHAPTER FOUR: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY	 157
	 4.0  Introduction	 157
	 4.1  The Mixed-Method Methodology	 158
	 4.1.1  The Qualitative Methodology	 160
	 4.1.2  The Quantitative Methodology	 161
	 4.2  The Research Design	 164
	 4.2.1  Interview 1 - The Urban Planners Interview	 166
	 4.2.2  Interview 2 -The MAS Scholars Interview	 167
	 4.2.3  Interview 3 -The Shah Alam resident Urban Planners’ Interview	167
	 4.2.4  Step 1 AHP -Initial Indicators and Sub-indicators of the	
		  Questionnaire	 168
	 4.2.5  Step 2 AHP or Interview 4 -Verification and Validation of 	
		  Indicators and Sub-indicators	 169
	 4.2.6  Step 3 AHP -Draft AHP Questionnaire Form	 170
	 4.2.7  Step 4 AHP –The Saaty Scales Format for PCM	 171
	 4.2.8  The Preliminary AHP Questionnaire Survey Form	 171
	 4.2.9  The Final AHP Questionnaire Survey Form	 172
	 4.2.10 The Case Study -Shah Alam	 178
		  4.2.10.1 Why Shah Alam?	 180
	 4.3  Data Quality	 181
	 4.3.1  The Interviews	 182
	 4.3.2  The Questionnaire Survey	 184
	 4.4  Data Analysis Softwares	 184
	 4.4.1 ATLAS.ti	 184
	 4.4.2 The Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) and the Super Decision	
		  Software	 185
	 4.5  Chapter Conclusion	 192

CHAPTER FIVE: FINDINGS OF THE RESEARCH	 193
	 5.0  Introduction	 193
	 5.1  Qualitative Findings from The Interviews	 194
	 5.1.1  Interview 1 Finding	 194
	 5.1.2  Interview 2 Finding	 199
	 5.1.3  Interview 3 Finding -Shah Alam Liveability	 203
	 5.1.4  Interview 4 Finding	 208
	 5.2  Quantitative Findings from The Questionnaire Survey	 209
	 5.2.1  Findings from The Maqāṣid al-Sharīah Experts (N=25)	 213
	 5.2.2  Findings from The Urban Planners (N=25)	 222
	 5.2.3 Comparison of PCM and Ranking of Sub-indicators between The	
	 	 Maqāṣid al-Sharīah Experts and The Urban Planners	 228
	 5.2.4  Findings from The Combined Group (N=50)	 233
	 5.3  Chapter Conclusion	 238

CHAPTER SIX: DISCUSSION OF RESULTS	 241
	 6.0  Introduction	 241
	 6.1  Developing The Islamic Liveability Evaluation Model (ILEM)	 242

AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491686
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491705
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491706
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491706
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491708
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491709
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491710
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491711
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491712
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491713
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491714
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491715
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491716
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491716
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491717
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491717
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491718
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491719
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491720
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491721
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491722
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491718
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491719
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491726
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491727
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491728
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491728
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491729
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491730
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491730
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491732
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491733
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491713
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491714
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491715
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491716
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491733
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491713
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491714
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491715
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491715
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491716
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491740
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491747
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491747
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491749
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491750


xii

	 6.1.1 The Conceptual Framework of ILEM	 242
	 6.1.2 The Identified Maqāṣid al-Sharīah indicators and Sub-indicators and	
		  Their Rankings	 243
	 6.1.3 The Weightage and CRs via The Super Decision Software	 247
	 6.2  The Islamic Liveability Evaluation Model (ILEM)	 248
	 6.3  The Future of ILEM	 250
	 6.4  Chapter Conclusion	 253

CHAPTER SEVEN: CONCLUSION	 254
	 7.0  Introduction	 254
	 7.1  Novelties of this Research	 256
	 7.1.1 The Ordinal Values of Maqāṣid al-Sharīah	 257
	 7.1.2 The ILEM	 257
	 7.1.3 Liveability Planning	 258
	 7.2  Application of ILEM	 262
	 7.3  Future Research Areas	 263
	 7.3.1  Islamicity Liveable Index	 263
	 7.3.2  Commercialization Potential	 264
	 7.4  Thesis Conclusion	 264

REFERENCES	 267

APPENDIX 1:  PAPERS WRITTEN IN SUPPORT OF THIS THESIS	 298
APPENDIX 2:  AL-QURAN REFERENCES 	 300
APPENDIX 3:  OPINION SURVEY ON MURNINETS AND HAPPINESS	
                           INDEX (PART OF INTERVIEW 1 RESPONSES)	 304
APPENDIX 4:  DETAILED RESPONSE OF INTERVIEW 1	 308
APPENDIX 5:  THE ATLAS.ti OUTPUT OF INTERVIEW 1	 323
APPENDIX 6:  DETAILED RESPONSE OF INTERVIEW 2	 326
APPENDIX 7:  DETAILED RESPONSE OF INTERVIEW 3	 330
APPENDIX 8:  STEP 1 AHP QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY	 334
APPENDIX 9:  STEP 2 AHP QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY OR DETAILED	
	 RESPONSE OF INTERVIEW 4 (EXPERT FEEDBACKS FOR	       
                           VALIDATION PURPOSE)	 340
APPENDIX 10: STEP 3 AHP QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY – 	
	 OPERATIONALIZATION OF LIVEABILITY INDICATORS	
	 AND SUB-INDICATORS	 343
APPENDIX 11: STEP 4 AHP QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY – DRAFT	      
                            QUESTIONNARE FORMAT	 347
APPENDIX 12: THE PRELIMINARY AHP QUESTIONNAIRE FORM	 353
APPENDIX 13: THE FINAL AHP QUESTIONNAIRE FORM	 359
APPENDIX 14: OVERALL DATA ENTRY AND THEIR GEOMETRIC	
	 	     MEANS	 367
APPENDIX 15: THE PAIRWISE COMPARISON MATRICES & WEIGHTS BY 	
  	 THE URBAN PLANNERS	 370
APPENDIX 16: THE PAIRWISE COMPARISON MATRICES & WEIGHTS	
                            BY THE MAQASID AL-SHARIAH EXPERTS	 373
 APPENDIX 17: THE COMBINED PCM & WEIGHTS OF MAQASID AL-	          
                             SHARIAH INDICATORS AND SUB-INDICATORS	 376

AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491751
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491715
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491715
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491753
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491754
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491755
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491777
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491777
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491779
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491780
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491783
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491784
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491785
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491786
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491779
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491713
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491714
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491780
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491787
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491788
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491791
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491791
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491792
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491793
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491794
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491795
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491796
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491797
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491798
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491799
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491799
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491799
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491799
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491800
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491812
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491812
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491815
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491815
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491817
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491817
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491818
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491819
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491819
AppData/Local/Temp/FINALISED%20&amp;%20FORMATTED%2016.7.2018.docx#_Toc519491820


xiii 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 1.1  

 

Priority Rating Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) for Malaysia 

9 

Table 1.2  An Exhaustive Definition and Main Features of 

Liveability 

15 

Table 2.1  Rating/Scores of the five themes for the ten most 

liveable cities by EIU, 2018 

34 

Table 2.2   EIU‘s Global Liveability Rankings, 2018  35 

Table 2.3  Mercer‘s Quality of Living Rankings in 2018 37 

Table 2.4  Monocle‘s Top Ten Quality of Life Cities, 2016 38 

Table 2.5  Top 10 Cities of the Three Organizations in the World, 

2018. 

39 

Table 2.6  The Analysis of the 2018 Ranking According to EIU, 

Mercer and Monocle 

40 

Table 2.7  The Five Common Themes of EIU, Mercer and 

Monocle Indicators 

42 

Table 2.8   Resemblances of the Three World Organizations‘ 

Indicators 

43 

Table 2.9  Liveability Weightage of EIU Indicators, the Different 

sub-Indicators and Terms Used by All Three 

Organizations 

45 

Table 2.10  Distribution of Malaysian Urban and Rural (Peninsular 

Malaysia) Population between Years 1991 to the 

Projected Population by 2020 

49 

Table 2.11  Quality of Life – Malaysia, June 2018 50 

Table 2.12   Malaysian Wellbeing Index, Economic Planning Unit 

(EPU) 

54 

Table 2.13  Review of the MURNInet, 1998 and the MURNInets 

(2013) outfit 

56 

Table 2.14  Malaysian Urban-Rural National Indicators Network 

(MURNInets) on Sustainable Development, FTCPD 

58 

Table 2.15  Comparing Results of Sustainability Index 2007 and 

2014 

60 

Table 2.16  Developments of the MURNInets 2.0 63 

Table 2.17  Malaysian Ummah Development Index (MUDI), IKIM 

 

66 

Table 2.18 Malaysian Family Wellbeing Index and its 7 

Dimensions and 24 Indicators 

67 



xiv 

Table 2.19 The Malaysian Family Wellbeing Index Scores, 2011 68 

Table 2.20 The Muslim Religiosity and Personality Indexing 

(MRPI), UPM 

69 

Table 2.21  Sectoral Scores of The Malaysian Syari‘ah Index 

(MSI) 2015 and 2016 

71 

Table 2.22 Five Common Themes of the MWI, MFWI and 

MURNInets 

73 

Table 3.1 Human Well-Being within the Maqāṣid Al-Sharīah 

Framework 

130 

Table 4.1 The Research Design Process 165 

Table 4.2 The Five Dharuriyyāt Dimensions and their Individual 

Indicators 

169 

Table 4.3 Saaty‘s ratio Scale 170 

Table 4.4 Indicators and Sub-indicators of Religion/Faith 

With Their Respective Initials 

171 

Table 4.5 Protection and Prioritization of the Maqāṣid Al-

Sharī‘ah Indicators 

174 

Table 4.6 Protection and Prioritization of the Religion Sub-

Indicators 

174 

Table 4.7 Ethnic Groups in Shah Alam  179 

Table 4.8 AHP Application of the 4 Steps for this Study 189 

Table 4.7 Sources from Al-Quran, Preliminary Surveys, 

Professional Knowledge and Relevant Government 

Agencies 

190 

Table 5.1 Evaluating the Liveability of Shah Alam Qualitatively 206 

Table 5.2 Evaluating the Liveability of Shah Alam Qualitatively 

(Results from the questionnaire survey) 

207 

Table 5.3 Breakdown of the Respective Indicators into Sub-

indicators 

211 

Table 5.4 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Indicators by the 

Maqāṣid Experts 

214 

Table 5.5 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Sub-Indicators of 

Religion by the Maqāṣid Experts 

215 

Table 5.6 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Sub-Indicators of Life by 

the Maqāṣid Experts 

217 

Table 5.7 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Sub-Indicators of 

Intellect by the Maqāṣid Experts 

218 

Table 5.8 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Sub-Indicators of  

Lineage by the Maqāṣid Experts 

219 

Table 5.9 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Sub-Indicators of  

Wealth by the Maqāṣid Experts 

220 

Table 5.10 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Indicators by the Urban 

Planners 

222 



xv 

Table 5.11 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Religion Sub-Indicator 

by the Urban Planners 

223 

Table 5.12 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Life Sub-Indicators by 

the Urban Planners 

224 

Table 5.13 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Intellect Sub-Indicators 

by the Urban Planners  

225 

Table 5.14 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Lineage Sub-Indicators 

by the Urban Planners  

225 

Table 5.15 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Wealth Sub-Indicators 

by the Urban Planners   

226 

Table 5.16 Comparison of PCM, Ranking and CR of the Religion 

Sub-Indicators between the Maqāṣid Experts and the 

Urban Planners 

228 

Table 5.17 Comparison of PCM, Ranking and CR of the Life Sub-

Indicators between the Maqāṣid Experts and the Urban 

Planners 

228 

Table 5.18 Comparison of PCM, Ranking and CR of the Intellect 

Sub-Indicators between the Maqāṣid Experts and the 

Urban Planners 

229 

Table 5.19 Comparison of PCM, Ranking and CR of the Lineage 

Sub-Indicators between the Maqāṣid Experts and the 

Urban Planners 

229 

Table 5.20 Comparison of PCM, Ranking and CR of the Wealth 

Sub-Indicators between the Maqāṣid Experts and the 

Urban Planners 

230 

Table 5.21 Similarities of Ranking of Sub-Indicators between the 

two Expert Groups 

231 

Table 5.22 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Indicators - Combined 234 

Table 5.23 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Religion Sub-Indicators - 

Combined 

234 

Table 5.24 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Life Sub-Indicators – 

Combined 

235 

Table 5.25 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Intellect Sub-Indicators - 

Combined 

236 

Table 5.26 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Lineage Sub-Indicators - 

Combined 

236 

Table 5.27 PCM, Ranking and CR of the Wealth Sub-Indicators - 

Combined 

237 

Table 6.1 Combined (N = 50) PCM and ranking of the Indicators 244 

Table 6.2 The Combined PCM and ranking of Religion Sub-

indicators 

244 

Table 6.3 The Combined PCM and ranking of Life Sub-

indicators 

 

245 



xvi 

Table 6.4 The Combined PCM and ranking of Intellect Sub-

indicators 

245 

Table 6.5 The Combined PCM and ranking of Lineage Sub-

indicators 

246 

Table 6.6 The Combined PCM and ranking of Wealth Sub-

indicators 

247 

Table 6.7 The Combined Ranking of Indicators and Sub-

indicators by both groups 

248 

Table 7.1 Ordinal Values of Religion in relation to the rest of the 

Indicators 

257 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xvii 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 1.1 Liveability Definitions by 25 Malaysian Urban 

Planners 

18 

Figure 1.2 The Thesis Structure  25 

Figure 2.1 The Weightage of the Five Themes of EIU 33 

Figure 2.2 Percentage of Population in Urban and Rural Areas in 

Peninsular Malaysia 

49 

Figure 2.3 Malaysian Well-being Index, 2000 – 2012 53 

Figure 2.4 The sustainability Index for the City Council of Shah 

Alam, 2014 

 

61 

Figure 2.5 Expert Opinions on MURNInets  62 

Figure 2.6 The Malaysian quality of life 2000-2014 by EPU 76 

Figure 2.7 How Important is Religion in your Life 78 

Figure 3.1 Human Developments in Islam  92 

Figure 3.2 Importance of Justice/Harmony in Communities  105 

Figure 3.3 Comparing the Comprehensiveness of Maqāṣid 

Wellbeing Essentials against the Western Themes 

 

     127 

Figure 3.4 Prioritization of the Indicators and Sub-Indicators of 

Maqāṣid al-Sharīah of this Study 

128 

Figure 3.5 The Maqāṣid al-Sharīah Theoretical Framework of 

this study 

137 

Figure 4.1 The Mixed-Method Methodology Flow Chart 158 

Figure 4.2 Map of Shah Alam, Malaysia 179 

Figure 5.1 Overall Understanding of MAS among Town Planners 

of Malaysia 

195 

Figure 5.2 MAS in Relation to Justice and Harmony 197 

Figure 5.3 MAS Should be Incorporated in Town and Country 

Planning (TCP) 
199 



xviii 

Figure 5.4 Planning Indicators that rates Shah Alam as Liveable - 

from the Residents‘ Perceptions 

206 

Figure 5.5 The Theoretical Framework 210 

Figure 5.6 The AHP Hierarchy 210 

Figure 5.7 Weights of the Indicators by the Maqāṣid Experts 214 

Figure 5.8 Weights of the Sub-Indicators of Religion by the 

Maqāṣid Experts 

216 

Figure 5.9 Weights of the Sub-Indicators of Life by the Maqāṣid 

Experts 

217 

Figure 5.10 Weights of the Sub-Indicators of Intellect by the 

Maqāṣid Experts 

218 

Figure 5.11 Weights of the Sub-Indicators of Lineage by the 

Maqāṣid Experts 

220 

Figure 5.12 Weights of the Sub-Indicators of Wealth by the 

Maqāṣid Experts 

221 

Figure 5.13 Weights of the Indicators by the Urban Planners 223 

Figure 5.14 Weights of the Religion Sub-indicators by the Urban 

Planners 

223 

Figure 5.15 Weights of theLife Sub-indicators by the Urban 

Planners 

224 

Figure 5.16 Weights of the Intellect Sub-indicators by the Urban 

Planners 

225 

Figure 5.17 Weights of the Lineage Sub-indicators by the Urban 

Planners 

226 

Figure 5.18 Weights of the Wealth Sub-indicators by the Urban 

Planners  

226 

Figure 5.19 Weights of the Indicators - Combined 234 

Figure 5.20 Weights of the Religion Sub-Indicators – Combined 235 

Figure 5.21 Weights of the Life Sub-Indicators - Combined 235 

Figure 5.22 Weights of the Intellect Sub-Indicators – Combined 236 

Figure 5.23 Weights of the Lineage Sub-Indicators - Combined 237 



xix 

Figure 5.24 Weights of the Wealth Sub-Indicators - Combined 237 

Figure 6.1   The combined weights of the Indicators 244 

Figure 6.2   Combined Weights of the Religion Sub-Indicators 245 

Figure 6.3 Combined Weights of Sub-Indicators of Life 245 

Figure 6.4 Combined Weights of Sub-Indicators of Intellect 246 

Figure 6.5 Combined Weights of Sub-Indicators of Lineage 246 

Figure 6.6 Combined Weights of Sub-Indicators of Wealth 247 

Figure 6.7 The Islamic Liveability Evaluation Model (ILEM) 249 

Figure 6.8 Liveable Urban Environments 252 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xx 

ABBREVIATIONS 

AHP   Analytic Hierarchy Process 

ATLAS. Ti  Computer-Aided Qualitative Data Analysis software  

   (CAQDAS); ATLAS.Ti version 7 

CR   Consistency Ratio 

CEO, IAIS  Chief Executive Officer, Institute of Advanced Islamic  

   Studies 

EIU   Economist Intelligence Unit 

EPU   Economic Planning Unit 

E-HDI   Ethics Human Development Index 

FDTCP  Federal Department of Town and Country Planning,  

   Ministry of Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local   

   Government Malaysia 

IKIM   Institut Kefahaman Islam Malaysia (Institute of Islamic  

   Understanding Malaysia) 

IbD-I   Islamic-based Development Index 

I-HDI   Islamic Human Development Index 

JAKIM   Jabatan Kemajuan Islam Malaysia 

KPI   Key Performance Indicators 

LPAs   Local Planning Authorities 

LPPKN  Lembaga Penduduk dan Perancang Keluarga Negara 

LESTARI, UKM Institute for Environment and Development. Universiti  

   Kebangsaan Malaysia 

MAS   Maqāṣid al-Sharīah 

MFWI   Malaysian Family Wellbeing Index 

MRPI   Muslim Religiosity and Personality Indexing 

MSI   Malaysian Syariah Index 

MUDI   Malaysian Ummah Development Index 

MURNInets  Malaysian Urban Rural National Indicators Network on  

   Sustainable Development 

MQLI   Malaysian Urban Quality of Life Index 

MWI   Malaysian Wellbeing Index 

NPP   National Physical Plan, 2025 

NUP   National Urbanisation Policy (2006-2015) 

NUP2   Second National Urbanisation Policy (2016-2025) 

PCM   Pairwise Comparison Matrix 

PLANMalaysia Department of Town and Country Planning, Malaysia (new 

   name of FDTCP) 

RMK-11  11
th

 Malaysia Plan 

RO   Research Objectives 

RQ   Research Questions 

SDGs    Sustainable Development Goals (2015-2030) 
 

 

 



xxi 

GLOSSARY OF ARABIC TERMS 

Amanah – Trust 

‗Adl – Justice (also social justice) 

Al-asrar – secret 

Al-aql – Intellect (or mind) 

Al-dīn – Faith/Religion 

 ‗Al-illal, al-makna, al-ghard – Purpose 

 Al-hikmah – wisdom 

Al-mal – wealth 

Al-nafs – life/ Physical self 

Al-nasl – lineage/ Posterity/ family/ offspring  

Aqli – Brain 

Dharuriyyāt – Essentials/Necessities 

Fatwa – Legal verdicts 

Fitrah – State of natural disposition (also innate goodness or purity) 

Hadith (pl. Ahadith) – Saying of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم  

Hajiyyāt – Complements/Exigencies 

Hifz ul-Din –Protection of Religion 

Hifz ul-Nafs–Protection of Life 

Hifz ul-Aql–Protection of Intellect 

Hifz ul- Nasl–Protection of Lineage 

Hifz ul-Mal–Protection of Wealth 

Iḥsān – benevolence/ excellence 

Ijtihād – logical reasoning 

Ikhlas – Sincerity 

Īmān – faith 

Infāq – charity of surplus  

Islam – submission  

IRTI – Islamic Research & Training Institute of the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) 

Kaffarah – Atonement 

Khalīfah – Custodianship (also successor or vicegerent) 

Kulliyāt– universal values 



xxii 

Maṣlaḥah – public interests and benefits 

Maqāṣid– Higher purposes (or objectives) 

MAS (Maqāṣid al-Sharīah)–Objectives of Islamic Law/ Higher objectives of the 

Sharīah 

Mīzān – Balance 

Naqli – Heart / Soul  

OIC – Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

Pbuh – Peace and Blessings be Upon Him -صلى الله عليه وسلم  

Sadaqah – Informal charity and alms giving 

Ṣolāt – prayer 

Sharīah – Islamic ethics and law (literally ‗the way‘) 

Sunnah – Traditions of Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh صلى الله عليه وسلم) 

Sūq – market 

Tahsiniyyāt – Desirables/Enhancements/embellishments 

Tajdid – renewal  

Tawhīd – Unity (Oneness of God) 

Ulama – Islamic scholars  

Zakāt – Annual obligatory payment on wealth beyond  

  a certain threshold 

 

 

      



1 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

This thesis begins by introducing the term liveability, explores it and finally defines it 

in the context of this study. Firstly, it touches on issues surrounding liveability 

especially due to rapid urbanization process. Then it goes on to explain how it is 

currently measured by Western Organizations and scholars and what critiques that 

current liveability measurements have received; which explains why the need to 

undertake this study.  

This study seeks to contribute towards evaluating liveability from the Islamic 

perspectives and produce a new Maqasidic liveability evaluation model which is 

based strongly on Maqāṣid al-Shari‘ah (Objectives of Islamic Law) principles. Hence, 

the aim of this thesis is to formulate a liveable city evaluation model using the 

Maqāṣid-Al-Sharīah framework or could be simplified as the ―Islamic Liveability 

Evaluation Model (ILEM)‖.  

In support of this thesis, many articles that relate liveability and Maqāṣid al-

Shari‘ah were written and presented by the researcher at International Conferences 

and some got published (APPENDIX 1).  

This chapter highlights the prospective contributions of this research by way of 

enriching the current body of knowledge on liveability, focusing on the Islamic way. 

Islamizing the urban planning practices and fine-tuning Malaysian urban planning 
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policies, strategies, planning standards and implementations to benefit Malaysians in 

particular and the Muslim Ummah in general could also be an area of contribution.  

This study follows a structured sequence and is organized as follows: 

1) Background of the research   

2) Statement of the Research Problem  

3) Research questions 

4) Research aim and objectives 

5) Scope of the research 

6) Thesis structure and 

7)  Significance of the study 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH      

 

The subject matter of this thesis (liveability) is considered as a ‗new‘ area of research 

where Maqāṣid al-Sharīah is applied (Auda, 2017). The researcher agrees with his 

statement about the ‗newness‘ of this field because at the literature search when this 

study was first undertaken it was found that very limited data bases concerning 

liveability in relation to Maqāṣid al-Sharīah were available. In contrast, other 

disciplines relating Maqāṣid al-Sharīah to financial and banking system, 

jurisprudence, business, contracts, Maqāṣid of the Quran, Key Performance Indicator 

(KPI) for government services etc. have been commonly studied before hence the vast 

literature on those subjects. Therefore, here lies the first knowledge gap where little 

research has been done to examine the relationship between Maqāṣid al-Sharīah and 

liveability.  




