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ABSTRACT 

 

This study concentrates on the outstanding research gap that current conventional 

measurements of liveability lacks religious indicators and sub-indicators. Hence based 

on this premise this thesis works towards developing an evaluation model for 

liveability by engaging in the Islamic framework of Maqāṣid al-Sharīah (Objectives 

of Islamic Laws). Religiosity of human beings is found to be the right prerequisite to 

set the foundation for liveability planning. The path towards this end has actually been 

laid by the Creator Himself through the manual called Maqāṣid al-Sharīah. Indeed, 

worldly pursuits had been governed by greed (prosperity), development and progress 

negating humanity wellbeing in its holistic sense. Hence, research on the objectives of 

the Sharīah for the individual‘s liveability and quality of life encompassing the 

fivefold matter i.e. to safeguard his religion, his life, his intellect, his lineage and his 

wealth is now indispensable. The rampant environmental disruptions and disasters that 

gravely affect human liveability and quality of life actually reflect man‘s failures to 

perform his role as the ―Khalīfah‖ or vicegerent on earth. It should never be attributed 

as the creator‘s wrath! This study therefore stresses the role of urban planners and the 

people living in cities to make cities liveable. To support this goal, this research 

engaged in data collection involving three semi-structured interviews as its qualitative 

methodology and one quantitative questionnaire survey of the ―guardian‖ or 

stakeholders (Urban Planners and Maqāṣid al-Sharīah scholars). Their professional 

and truthful insights in creating urban liveability and quality for living are vital in 

developing the liveability measurement model within the Islamic perspective. This 

thesis designated it as the Islamic Liveability Evaluation Model (ILEM). Rich findings 

from the Mixed-Method methodology were analysed via ATLAS.ti and Analytic 

Hierarchy Process (AHP). The former employed the thematic approach while the 

latter used the Super Decision software to calculate geometric means, weightage, 

ranking and consistency ratios. The indicators of ILEM are the five Maqāṣid al-

Sharīah domains and the sub-indicators by the respective domains are safeguarding 

religion, widespread religious activities at the neighbourhood and city level, integrated 

‗aqli and naqli education system, extreme importance in safeguarding the family 

institution, and wealth generation system that is religious compliant. The choice of 

Shah Alam as the test case for ILEM serves as an example to evaluate liveability of 

cities based on the Maqāṣid al-Sharīah framework. Hopefully, the formulation of 

ILEM by this research is a significant breakthrough to measure liveability of cities for 

the whole world - both for the Muslim and the Non-Muslim cities alike! 
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 البــــحث خــــــــلاصة

در قابايزلهدا ربززلههدلمقز يب لهفيهدف قز سهتركز هذز اهدراسد زله ازفهدر ازبحهدر البزلهدر زز ستحهدرز هت  لز
ها ؤشززززرددهدرايوبززززله دلمؤشززززرددهدر ر بززززل ه  وزززز   ه اززززفهذزززز درهدرسززززلملاهدلم ل ززززلهرا ززززب ظززززر  هر

ملاهخز  هدطاز سههظر  هدرسلملاهدلم ل لهرا ب درر  رله افهتطبيرهنمبذجهتقببمهردلأ  س،هت  لهذ اه
 ضززز  ههدرطريزززوههزززبهذززز اهدر  يزززله زززاه مههجزززاه  فقزززاه ه هدط ززز مبلهدط ززز ملهدرقززز لمه ازززفهمق ةزززاهدر زززري ل

 هدلمسزز  لهدرالاببيزززلهإ ل هفيهدربد ززز ،هيبار  ززلهمززلاه  زززلهدسزز روهلا سزز همزززلاهخزز  هاربززلهيزززا فهمق ةززاهدر ززره
،هلاهغزز هرف ذبززلهدر  ززريلهم هبمهزز هدرلماززل ه مززلاه مهلاهت زز  ه  هه زز دهدر طززبسه در قززا  طايحلم هزز هدع زز ه م

درز هدرضزر ستدهدس ز ،ه ازفه له فضلههرا زراهت ز  لهملاه جلهحب حه لاهدر اثهفيهتحقبوهمق ةاهدر ري
إ هدلاضزززطردباده درلمزززبدسئهدر بتبزززلهدلم   زززبلهدرززز هتزززؤ رهه (  رضززز ه م رززز  قاززز هايوززز ه حب تززز ه هتح زززلهرا زززراه 

"خاب ززل"ه ازززفههز  ززلملهخطززىه اززفهحبززز حهدطلاسزز  هدربززب هت لمززز هفيهدربد زز هف ززلهدطلاسززز  هفيه اد ها ساهكزز
  ززز  ه لا ززز جههذزززللاهتحسززز ه ازززفه  ززز هغضززز همزززلاهدسززز رو،ه زززله هدرلمزززبدسئهأززز ه دلأسض هفلمزززلهذززز اه

دلمزا هع زلهدلمزا ه   ازلهه  لم  لاس   ه ملاهذو هتأتيهذ اهدراسد لهر ؤكاه افها سهدلمخططينهداضريينهدط
جريز همز ه بوز ده  هرااب ح ه ر اقبوهذز دهددزا هفقزاه ز فهدر ازثهع ز هدر بز لاده زاه ز ئهمقز   ده

لىهد   ب  ه دحزاهرززاالب ه ازفه بز لادهك بزلهمزلاه ةزا  هإض فلهإه،هابلهع  ه ب لادهلاب بلك وههمخ  سح
إ هسؤيزز همهدلمهوبززله درلزز ا لهفيهخاززوهه( دلمق ةززا ذزز اهدر تززلهت زز له دلمخططززينهدلمززالابينه  ا زز  هه،دلملززاال

مززلاههب ظززر  هدرسززلملاهدلم ل ززلهرا زز مززرهحبززبتهفيهتطززبيرهنمززبذجهرقبزز سهه ظززر  هدرسززلملاهدر بتززلهداضززريله
( هILEMار حلهكو زبذجهإ ز ملهر قبزبمهظزر  هدر زب ه تخ ذذ هفيهذ اهدلأدموظبسهإ  مل هر ركه مه

(ه   ابزلهدر اابزلهATLAS.tiرقاه مهتحابزلهلا ز ل ههمزوه هدرطريقزلهدلمخ اطزلهبا ز خاد ه زرلام هدااز ه 
 Super ه بو زززز هد زززز خا هدلأخززززىه ززززرلامهضززززب ل( ه  ززززاهد زززز خا هدلأ  هدرززززوه هدلمبهAHPددرمززززله 

Decisionمؤشزرددههملاه جزلهحسز  هدروسز هددوا زبله درزبت ه در تبز ه لاسز هدلاتسز   هILEMه
ذززلهلازز لادهمق ةززاهدر ززري لهدس سززله دلمؤشززرددهدر ر بززلهمززلاه  ززلهدتزز لادهدلم وبززله درزز هت  لززلهفيه  يززله

بزززله دروقابزززلهفيهلاظززز  ه تلم مزززلهدر ازززب هدر قادلألا زززطلهدرايوبزززلهدر ززز ل له ازززفهمسززز ب هدازززله دلمايوزززل،ه هدرزززايلا،ه
قاهّ هدخ ب سهشز اهر لاظ  هتبرباهدرلر حهدلم بدفوهم هدرايلا هه،قلب ها  يلهمؤ سلهدلأ رحدرهميبله دلأ،هدر  ابم
را ا هضز لاهدطاز سهدط ز ملههظر  هدرسلملاهدلم ل لهرا ب ر قببمهههILEMدخ   سهرزههكو بذج ههه ّ ه

ززز ههدرقززز لمه ازززفهمق ةزززاهدر زززري ل هصمزززله  هتلمزززب هةزززب غل ذززز دهدرقززز لاب همزززلاهخززز  هذززز دهدر ازززثهإ ززز ت دهمه  
 ا ب هفيههدلما هدط  مبله غىهدط  مبله افهحاه بد  درسلملاهدلم ل لهررقب سهماتهمو   لهظر  ه
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

This thesis begins by introducing the term liveability, explores it and finally defines it 

in the context of this study. Firstly, it touches on issues surrounding liveability 

especially due to rapid urbanization process. Then it goes on to explain how it is 

currently measured by Western Organizations and scholars and what critiques that 

current liveability measurements have received; which explains why the need to 

undertake this study.  

This study seeks to contribute towards evaluating liveability from the Islamic 

perspectives and produce a new Maqasidic liveability evaluation model which is 

based strongly on Maqāṣid al-Shari‘ah (Objectives of Islamic Law) principles. Hence, 

the aim of this thesis is to formulate a liveable city evaluation model using the 

Maqāṣid-Al-Sharīah framework or could be simplified as the ―Islamic Liveability 

Evaluation Model (ILEM)‖.  

In support of this thesis, many articles that relate liveability and Maqāṣid al-

Shari‘ah were written and presented by the researcher at International Conferences 

and some got published (APPENDIX 1).  

This chapter highlights the prospective contributions of this research by way of 

enriching the current body of knowledge on liveability, focusing on the Islamic way. 

Islamizing the urban planning practices and fine-tuning Malaysian urban planning 
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policies, strategies, planning standards and implementations to benefit Malaysians in 

particular and the Muslim Ummah in general could also be an area of contribution.  

This study follows a structured sequence and is organized as follows: 

1) Background of the research   

2) Statement of the Research Problem  

3) Research questions 

4) Research aim and objectives 

5) Scope of the research 

6) Thesis structure and 

7)  Significance of the study 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH      

 

The subject matter of this thesis (liveability) is considered as a ‗new‘ area of research 

where Maqāṣid al-Sharīah is applied (Auda, 2017). The researcher agrees with his 

statement about the ‗newness‘ of this field because at the literature search when this 

study was first undertaken it was found that very limited data bases concerning 

liveability in relation to Maqāṣid al-Sharīah were available. In contrast, other 

disciplines relating Maqāṣid al-Sharīah to financial and banking system, 

jurisprudence, business, contracts, Maqāṣid of the Quran, Key Performance Indicator 

(KPI) for government services etc. have been commonly studied before hence the vast 

literature on those subjects. Therefore, here lies the first knowledge gap where little 

research has been done to examine the relationship between Maqāṣid al-Sharīah and 

liveability.  




