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ABSTRACT

This study concentrates on the outstanding research gap that current conventional
measurements of liveability lacks religious indicators and sub-indicators. Hence based
on this premise this thesis works towards developing an evaluation model for
liveability by engaging in the Islamic framework of Magasid al-Shariah (Objectives
of Islamic Laws). Religiosity of human beings is found to be the right prerequisite to
set the foundation for liveability planning. The path towards this end has actually been
laid by the Creator Himself through the manual called Magasid al-Shariah. Indeed,
worldly pursuits had been governed by greed (prosperity), development and progress
negating humanity wellbeing in its holistic sense. Hence, research on the objectives of
the Shariah for the individual’s liveability and quality of life encompassing the
fivefold matter i.e. to safeguard his religion, his life, his intellect, his lineage and his
wealth is now indispensable. The rampant environmental disruptions and disasters that
gravely affect human liveability and quality of life actually reflect man’s failures to
perform his role as the “Khalifah” or vicegerent on earth. It should never be attributed
as the creator’s wrath! This study therefore stresses the role of urban planners and the
people living in cities to make cities liveable. To support this goal, this research
engaged in data collection involving three semi-structured interviews as its qualitative
methodology and one quantitative questionnaire survey of the “guardian” or
stakeholders (Urban Planners and Magqasid al-Shariah scholars). Their professional
and truthful insights in creating urban liveability and quality for living are vital in
developing the liveability measurement model within the Islamic perspective. This
thesis designated it as the Islamic Liveability Evaluation Model (ILEM). Rich findings
from the Mixed-Method methodology were analysed via ATLAS.ti and Analytic
Hierarchy Process (AHP). The former employed the thematic approach while the
latter used the Super Decision software to calculate geometric means, weightage,
ranking and consistency ratios. The indicators of ILEM are the five Magasid al-
Shariah domains and the sub-indicators by the respective domains are safeguarding
religion, widespread religious activities at the neighbourhood and city level, integrated
‘aqli and naqli education system, extreme importance in Safeguarding the family
institution, and wealth generation system that is religious compliant. The choice of
Shah Alam as the test case for ILEM serves as an example to evaluate liveability of
cities based on the Magasid al-Shariah framework. Hopefully, the formulation of
ILEM by this research is a significant breakthrough to measure liveability of cities for
the whole world - both for the Muslim and the Non-Muslim cities alike!
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GLOSSARY OF ARABIC TERMS

Amanah — Trust
‘Adl — Justice (also social justice)
Al-asrar — secret
Al-agl — Intellect (or mind)
Al-din — Faith/Religion
‘Al-illal, al-makna, al-ghard — Purpose
Al-hikmah — wisdom
Al-mal — wealth
Al-nafs — life/ Physical self
Al-nasl — lineage/ Posterity/ family/ offspring
Agli — Brain
Dharuriyyat — Essentials/Necessities
Fatwa — Legal verdicts
Fitrah — State of natural disposition (also innate goodness or purity)

Hadith (pl. Ahadith) — Saying of the Prophet Muhammad g

Hajiyyat — Complements/Exigencies

Hifz ul-Din —Protection of Religion

Hifz ul-Nafs—Protection of Life

Hifz ul-Agl-Protection of Intellect

Hifz ul- Nasl-Protection of Lineage

Hifz ul-Mal-Protection of Wealth

|hsan — benevolence/ excellence

Ijitihad — logical reasoning

Ikhlas — Sincerity

Iman — faith

Infaq — charity of surplus

Islam — submission

IRTI — Islamic Research & Training Institute of the Islamic Development Bank (IDB)
Kaffarah — Atonement

Khalifah — Custodianship (also successor or vicegerent)

Kulliyat— universal values

XXi



Maslakah — public interests and benefits

Magasid— Higher purposes (or objectives)

MAS (Magasid al-Shariah)-Objectives of Islamic Law/ Higher objectives of the
Shariah

Mizan — Balance

Nagli — Heart / Soul

OIC — Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
Pbuh — Peace and Blessings be Upon Him -5

Sadagah — Informal charity and alms giving
Solat — prayer

Shariah — Islamic ethics and law (literally ‘the way’)
e
Sunnah — Traditions of Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh %)

Siig — market

Tahsiniyyat — Desirables/Enhancements/embellishments
Tajdid — renewal

Tawhid — Unity (Oneness of God)

Ulama — Islamic scholars

Zakat — Annual obligatory payment on wealth beyond

a certain threshold
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This thesis begins by introducing the term liveability, explores it and finally defines it
in the context of this study. Firstly, it touches on issues surrounding liveability
especially due to rapid urbanization process. Then it goes on to explain how it is
currently measured by Western Organizations and scholars and what critiques that
current liveability measurements have received; which explains why the need to
undertake this study.

This study seeks to contribute towards evaluating liveability from the Islamic
perspectives and produce a new Maqasidic liveability evaluation model which is
based strongly on Magasid al-Shari’ah (Objectives of Islamic Law) principles. Hence,
the aim of this thesis is to formulate a liveable city evaluation model using the
Magqasid-Al-Shariah framework or could be simplified as the “Islamic Liveability
Evaluation Model (ILEM)”.

In support of this thesis, many articles that relate liveability and Magasid al-
Shari’ah were written and presented by the researcher at International Conferences
and some got published (APPENDIX 1).

This chapter highlights the prospective contributions of this research by way of
enriching the current body of knowledge on liveability, focusing on the Islamic way.

Islamizing the urban planning practices and fine-tuning Malaysian urban planning



policies, strategies, planning standards and implementations to benefit Malaysians in
particular and the Muslim Ummabh in general could also be an area of contribution.
This study follows a structured sequence and is organized as follows:

1) Background of the research

2) Statement of the Research Problem

3) Research questions

4) Research aim and objectives

5) Scope of the research

6) Thesis structure and

7) Significance of the study

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH

The subject matter of this thesis (liveability) is considered as a ‘new’ area of research
where Magasid al-Shariah is applied (Auda, 2017). The researcher agrees with his
statement about the ‘newness’ of this field because at the literature search when this
study was first undertaken it was found that very limited data bases concerning
liveability in relation to Magasid al-Shariah were available. In contrast, other
disciplines relating Magqasid al-Shariah to financial and banking system,
jurisprudence, business, contracts, Magasid of the Quran, Key Performance Indicator
(KPI) for government services etc. have been commonly studied before hence the vast
literature on those subjects. Therefore, here lies the first knowledge gap where little
research has been done to examine the relationship between Magasid al-Shariah and

liveability.





