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ABSTRACT

Socio-culture is a basic and common law of a society which influenced, governed and
dictated the life of individuals and society. The socio-culture of the royalties, who are
the rulers as positioned on the highest social standing in a given society is more
refined than the commoners and strongly influenced by the royal customs and
traditions. Then the socio-culture of the royalties influenced the architecture of the
palaces particularly the space organisation, consistent with the suggestion that socio-
culture influenced the built environment. This research examined the specifics of the
socio-culture of the Kedah royalties, in relation to the palace architecture in general
and the space organisation in particular. Qualitative methods using analytical review
of literature, historical and documentary sources, measured drawings and pictures, site
observation and personal interview were employed to achieve the objectives of the
research. The research is limited by availability of secondary information and the lack
of references. The findings indicate that the socio-culture of the Kedah royalty
according to the royal custom and traditions namely the activity system, privacy,
family structure, the role and position of women and the social interaction influenced
the specifics of the residence palace architecture particularly the space organisation.
Occasional activities were found to be an important socio-cultural factor influencing
the Kedah palace. Findings also found that the socio-culture of the consort who was of
a different origin and external factors influenced the palace architecture. The findings
of the research are consistent with other findings which support the relationship
between socio-culture and the built environment.
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Culture springs from the roots
And sleeping through to all the shoots
To leaf and flower and bud
From cell to cell, like green blood
Is released by showers
As fragrance from the wet flowers
To fill the air,

But culture that is poured on men
From up above, congeals them
Like damp sugar, so they become
Like sugar-dolls and when some
Life-giving shower wets them through
They disappear and melt into
A sticky mess

(Hassan Fathy In Architecture For The Poor, 1973)

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

N 0 15] (o1 PSR
PN oI (o A T I AN = o] [
APPIOVAL PAGE......eiieieieceee ettt ettt e ra et ra e reennn
[ 1Tod = T L[] PR
ACKNOWIBAGEMENTS. ...t re et e e reenaeeneeenee e
(1T o7 110 ] TR
T A L 1= o 1=
LISE OF FIQUIES. ...ttt ettt ettt

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Research BaCKgroUNG..........ccouiieieieiiie it
1.2 RESEAICN ISSUES. .....ueeieieieitisieeieeiie ettt sttt st bbb
1.3 RESEArCN ODJECLIVES. ......cuiiiiiiieisieeiieee et
1.4 ReSearch QUESTIONS. .....cuiiiiieiie ettt ettt sre e e be e b s re e saee s
1.5 Focus and Limitation of STUAY..........cccueiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee s
1.6 Significance 0f RESEAICN...........cccviiiiiic e
1.7 RESEAICN STUCTUIE.....ecvieieieieeiee sttt sttt ne e

CHAPTER TWO: SOCIAL CULTURE AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT
1220 A 115 0o [ od 1 o o OSSR
2.2 Socio-Culture And Built ENVIFONMENL.........cccooiiieiicece e
2.2.1 Definition Of SOCIO-CUIUIE........cccveiiiiiciee e
2.3 The Aspect Of Socio-Culture Influencing The HOUSE..........cccocvvevveiviie e
2.3. 1 ACHIVILY SYSTEM. .ttt
2.3.2 PIVACY ....uieiti ettt ettt ettt te et te e reente e are s
2.3.3 FAMIlY STIUCTUTE. ...t
2.3.4 Role And Position Of WOMEN.........ccccciiieiieie e
2.3.5 SOCIAl INTErACHION. .....cviiieiiieie e
2.4 The BUIlt ENVIFONMENL........ciiiie i
2.5 The Relationship Between Built Environment And Socio-Culture..................
2.6 The Relationship Between Socio-Culture Of
The Royal Family And The Palace...........cccooviiiiiiiiicieee e
2.7 Theoretical FrameWOrK...........ccooiiiiiiiiic e
2.8 SUMIMAIY ...ttt b ettt be ettt e b nnenbeene s

CHAPTER THREE: THE MALAY SOCIO-CULTURE
200 A 1011 0o [ od 1 o] o PSSR
3.2 The Socio-Culture Of The Malay SOCIEtY.........cccovviiieiiieeiee e
3.3 The Application of Malay Traditions in The Activity Systems............cccccveuee.
3.3.1 Traditions In Daily ACHVILIES.........ccoiiiiiiieniee e
3.3.2 The Traditions In The Occasional ACHVILIES..........cccccvrvieieiiiiiniininiens

viii

OO0 OT A~ Wk



3.3.3 The Tradition In Construction of a HOUSE...........ccccceereriniiieniiieseen,
3.4 The Aspect Of Malay Socio-Culture Influencing
THhe HOUSE FOMM......iiiiiiieee ettt
I Nt o 4 1 T V2SS SPSSRSR
3.4.2 FaMIlY SEIUCLUIE.......oiiiieieie et
3.4.3 The Role And Position Of WOoman...........cccoveinienenene e
3.5 The Relationship Between The Malay Socio-Culture And The
Architecture Of The Malay HOUSE..........cccoeveiiiiieiicc e
3.6 The Relationship Between The Malay Traditions
ANd The Space OrganiSatioN..........ccccvueiiverieieiieese e se e
3.7 The Socio-Culture Of The Royal Family...........ccccoiiiiiiine
3.7.1 The Royal Malay Activity SYStEMS.........cccccveveiiieiieie e
3.7.1.1 The Traditions Of The Royalty For Daily Activities...................
3.7.1.2 The Traditions Of The Royalty For
The Occasional ACHVILIES.........ccviivereieriere e
3.7.1.3 The Traditions And Decrees Of The Palace.............cccceevrvereenenn.
3.7.2 Privacy In The Kedah Royalty..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiceee
3.7.3 The Royal Malay Family StruCture............cccooevvievveiee i
3.7.4 The Role And Position Of WOmMaN..........cccccvveiinienieniene e
3.7.5 S0CIal INTEIACTION......cuveiieiieieie e
3.8 General Review Of The Palaces In Malaysia...........cccccooviereneieniniiiceeee,
3.8.1 Space Organisation Of The Palace...........cccccovevvevinieiieie e
3.9 SUMIMAIY ...ttt bbb r e

CHAPTER FOUR: METHODOLOGY
0 [0 0o [ Tod o] PSS
4.2 Reviews Of Methodology.........ccvieiiiiiiieiiecec e
4.3 Selection Research Methodology..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiicie
4.3.1 Analytical Review of Literature, Historical
ANd DOCUMENTANY SOUICES. .....cvviueeiieieieniesie sttt
4.3.2 Analytical Review of Measured Drawing...........cccccoeveiveneeiieseeseennenn,
4.3.3 Site ODSEIVALION. .....c.eiiiieiieiecie et sre e
4.3.4 Personal INTEIVIEW. .......ccuiiiieieierie et
4.4 Selection Of PalaCES.........cccveiieieiieie e
A5 SUMMIAIY ...eteiiiie ettt s et e e rae e st e e e ssb e e srb e e e sst e e e ssbe e e nsbeeesbeeaseeeanneeeanses

CHAPTER FIVE: CASE STUDY

5.1 INTrOTUCTION. ...ttt sttt

5.2 Background of Sultan Abdul Hamid HalimSyah............cccoeiininiiniinn,

5.3 Background of Selected Palaces...........ccocveiiieiieiiic s
5.3.1 Istana Pelamin (Istana Kota Setar)...........cccceveieririeninieeienese e
5.3.2 Istana SepahChendera..........cccoveiieiiieiicce e

5.4 The Space OrganiSAtiON...........cccuiurerieeeieeriesie ettt sneas
5.4.1 Spatial RelationShip........ccovviiiiiiiiieccic e
5.4.2 Spatial OrganiSation.............cuuueirierieieresiese e
5.4.3 CIFCUIALION. ...t

5.4 SUMIMIAIY ..ttt ettt ettt b e et e sab e e sab e e nsb e e e bt e e e nbbeeanbnee s

67
67
70
70
73
75
75
76
77
77



CHAPTER SIX: DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

6.1 INEFOTUUCTION. ....c.eitiitiitistieie ettt 78
6.2 Summary Of The Case StUAIES........cccueriirierieieiee e 78
6.3 Socio-Cultural Factors Of The Kedah Royal Family...........ccccccoevveiiinennne. 80
6.4 The Influences Of The Kedah Royal Socio-Culture On
The Palace ArChiteCIUIE........ccuoiiieiee e 86
6.4.1 1Stana PeIAMIN......coiieii e 86
6.4.2 Istana SePaNChENTEra.........cccoveiieiiiieceee e 97
6.5 The Influence Of Socio-Culture On The Space Organisation
Of The Kedah Palaces.........cccciviiiiiiiiiiieeiee e 104
6.5.1 1StaNa PeIAMIN......oiiiieii e 105
6.5.2 Istana SePaNChENTEra.........c.ccveiiieiiiie e 122
6.6 Discussion Of The Findings And Analysis Of
THe Case STUTIES. ......cveieiiiecie e 132
0.7 SUMIMANY....coiuiiiiiiieitt ettt ab e bt sb e e bt sbe e neennenre s 137

CHAPTER SEVEN: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

G T A 1 0o 104 T o 1SS 138
CIZ o] 3 Tod (V1Y o] o TSRS 138
7.2.1 The Socio-Cultural Factors Of The Kedah Royalty
Influencing The Palaces..........cccovveiiiiiiieiece e 138

7.2.2 The Relationship Between Space Organisation Of
The Kedah Palaces And The Socio-Culture Of

The Kedah Royal Family..........ccooooiiiie 141

6.2.3 Overall Conclusion Of The ResSearch.........cccccvveeveeeeoooe e 142

5.3 RECOMIMENUALION. ...ttt neeeeennennes 143

BIB L IO G R A PHY ... e 144

APPENDICES

APPENDIX I: SEVEN TYPES OF OLD PETUA OR GUIDELINES IN

HOUSING CONSTRUCTION . ..ottt ee e e 150

APPENDIX II: THE TITLES OF THE RULERS IN MALAYSIA. ... 153

APPENDIX I1I: THE KEDAH CORONATION CEREMONY ...t 154

APPENDIX IV: THE KEDAH ROYAL WEDDING CEREMONY 1904.......ccccouvveer.... 156

APPENDIX V: TABLE OF OBSERVATIONNAIRE . .....ooooeeee e 162

APPENDIX VI: LIST OF QUESTIONNAIRES........coi it 163

GO S S A R Y oottt ettt e e e e e e teeeeeeeae e ————ttaeeaaaaa —————taaeeaeaa————————.aaaaaaa 164



Table no.

3.1

3.2

3.3

5.1

5.2

5.3

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

LIST OF TABLES

Description of the Malay law and custom
The the types of palaces in Malaysia
Types of hall according to the functions of palaces

The Palaces in Kedah at the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid
HalimSyah

Building chronology of Istana Kota Setar (Istana Pelamin)
Chronology of the Istana Sepahchendera

The summary of the two palaces

The daily activities of Sultan Abdul Hamid HalimSyah
The summary of the space organisation in Istana Pelamin
The provisional of spaces inside Istana Sepahchendera
The summary of space organisation

The spatial organisation of Istana Sepahchendera

The external circulation of Istana Sepahchendera

The internal circulation of Istana Sepahchendera

Xi

Page no.
28

52
55

69

73
75
74
83
121
127
128
129
131

132



Figure no.
1.1

2.1

2.2
2.3
2.4

2.5

2.6
2.7
2.8
3.1

3.2

3.3
3.4

3.5

3.6
3.7

3.8

LIST OF FIGURES

Research structure

Kitchen outside the house of Rumah Gadang,
Minangkabau

The privacy translation in different cultures
The Forbidden City, China
Chiyoda Castle, Japan

The architecture of the Siamese palace and traditional
Siamese house

The culture as a spiral

Cultural changes in tandem with the built environment
Introduction of new material in palaces in Malaysia
The wedding ceremony of Malays

The external environment of a typical traditional Malay
house

The hierarchy in Malays family
Hierarchy in a Malay community

The typical traditional Malay house according to states in
Peninsula Malaysia

The activities and spaces in a traditional Malay house
The general hierarchy in a royal family

Examples of palaces in Malaysia

Xii

12

14

16

15

18

23

24

25

31-32

34

35

36

39

42

48

53



Figure no.
3.9

3.10
3.11
3.12
5.1
5.2
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12
6.13

6.14

Palaces within a fortress

Halls (balai) in the Malay palaces

Halls (balai) outside the Malay palaces

The Malay royal thrones

Sultan Abdul Hamid HalimSyah (1882-1943)
AlorSetar, Kedah

The administration complex of Kota Setar
BalaiBesar

Rumah Pagoda

Dewan Tengah next to RumahPelamin

The three sections of Istana Mak Wan Besar
The archway decorated with the Kedah emblem
The wet room at DewanAstaka and the floor planks

The ground floor of Istana Pelamin where the servants rest
and sleep

The entrance of RumahPelamin projected from the wall
surrounding the palace

The architecture of the Bangkok and Istana Sepahchendera

Typical Western influenced flat roof in Siam during the
1900s

The architectural details of Istana Sepahchendera
The elevations of Istana Sepahchendera

The terrace leading to the main entrance of Istana
Sepahchendera

Xiii

56

57

68

68

88

87

89

89

90

91

94

94

96

98

99

100

101

103



Figure no. Page

6.15 The balcony at the second floor above the main entrance 104
of Istana Sepahchendera

6.16 DewanAstaka 107
6.17 The layout plan of Istana Pelamin 108
6.18 The doors leading to BalaiPelamin 110
6.19 Interior of RumahPelamin 111
6.20 The interior of Dewan Tengah 112
6.21 The blow up plan of RumahPelamin 115
6.22 The blow up plan of Dewan Tengah 116
6.23 The blow up plan of DewanAstaka 117
6.24 The three sections of Istana Pelamin 118
6.25 Ground floor plan of Istana Sepahchendera 123
6.26 First floor plan, Istana Sepahchendera 125
6.27 The second floor plan of Istana Sepahchendera 125
6.28 The balcony at the second floor 130

Xiv



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

11 RESEARCH BACKGROUND

Palace is an official residence building for a noble monarchy or a high dignitary
(American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 2000).In the Malay world,
palace is known as Istana,built for the ruler or the king of the many states in Malaya.
The ruler is known as Raja or Sultan. The ruler’s consort is called as Permaisuri.
Astana is a word from Sanskrit means ‘place’ and Ostan is a Persian’s word means
‘kingdom’. The ancient Malay called the royal residence as Pura. The palaces of the
Malay rulers are similar to other palaces around the world in terms of its significance
to the Malay society which reflect the power and statusof the rulers (Abdul Halim and
Wan Hashim, 1997). The Malay rulers have monarch power and ruled Malaya during
the 18™ until early 20™ century. The architecture of the palacesreflects the socio-
culture of the Malaysand the influence of Islamic teachings (Abdul Halimand Wan
Hashim, 1997).

The architecture of Malay palace was influenced by the socio-culture of the
Malay rulers (Abdul Halim, 1985).The Malay royalty profoundly hold the adatas part
of their socio-culture. Adatis a set of rules about appropriate linguistics, cultural and
social behavior in a highly hierarchic society (Hafriza, 2006). The Malay rulers and
royal familiesmaintained the adat until the present day because adatis the indigenous
significance of the traditional Malay socio-culture (Syed Alwi, 1986).The socio-
culture of the Malay royaltiesis similar to the ordinaryMalays but richer in tradition

and adat. The total authority of a state falls onto the ruler and he was assisted by the



members of the royal family. The Sultan and the royal familywere the first to have
contact with foreign dignitaries and exposed to external influences. The exposure to
western and other cultures resulted in the changes of socio-culture of the royalties and
eventually the architecture of the palace. Subsequently the changes were adapted by
the commoners particularly those with higher status and position. The introduction
and acceptance of Islam by the Sultan was eventually followed by the commoners.
The acceptance of Islam resulted in changes in some aspects of the traditional
Malayadat which was adapted from Hinduism and Sanskrit culture (MohdTaib, 1989).
The Malays were animists before adapting Hinduism as the religion.

Rapoport (1969) noted that aspects of socio-culture namely basic needs,
activity system, privacy,family structure, role and position and social interaction
influenced the house form. Basic needs such as air and water influenced the specifics
of windows and openings and location of houses. Activity system includes daily and
occasional activities which influenced the house in general and the space organization
in particular. The design of spaces of the house can promote or inhibit the function or
activity in which the spaces were designed. Hillier (1996) indicated that building is
highly influenced by the function and activity which translated into the space
organization. Similar to the houses, in addition the palaces were built according to
different functions and users as reflected by the names given. In some countries, there
are summer or winter palaces other than the palaces for the princess and princesses.
Some palaces were only for official and administrative matters as compared to the

ones that were built as royal residence.



1.2 RESEARCH ISSUES

Studies and works by Abdul Halim (1985), Gibbs (1981) and Syed Alwi (1986)
indicate that the architecture of the Malay palaces was influenced by the indigenous
Malay socio-cultural factors known as adatand consistent with other suggestions by
other authors which suggest the inter-relationship between socio-culture and the built
environment in general(Baker, 1968; Altman, 1975; and Rapoport, 1969).At the same
time socio-culture changes and influenced the changes of the built environment as the
built environment changes in tandem with changes in socio-culture (Tipple & Willis,
1991).

Mohd Taib (1994) suggested that changes of culture are not static but always
moving ahead where irrelevant aspects of culture would be left behind and the
important aspects would be maintained and interact with new elements. Inter-
relationship between socio-culture and built-environment is diabolical whereby
changes in one component will have effect on another. It is expected that the Malay
palace architecture were influenced by the traditional Malay socio-culture. Changes in
the royal Malay socio-culture due to the interaction with other culturesare expected to
also influence the palace architecture particularly the ones used as residence palaces.
The Kedah Malay palaces in general and the space organization of the palaces in
particular are expected to be influenced by the specifics of the socio-culture of the
royal families living in different palaces namely the activity system, privacy, role and
position of women and family structure of the royal family.

Literature reviews indicates the inter-relationship between socio-culture of the
people and the built environment.Rapoport (1969) noted the importance of socio-
culture as the major factor which formed a building.There are many studies related to

this issue in the West. However, there is very minimal reference on this issue with



regards to the Malay socio-culture and its built environment in general. Review of
literature indicates there is no study done on how socio-culture of the Malay royalties
influenced the palaces.

The traditional architecture represents indigenous ingenuity of the Malay
society (Raja Bahrin, 2005). The architecture of the palace is important as it reflects
the socio-culture and civilization of the people. The palace also plays an important
role as the centre of learning and culture (Abdul Halim and Wan Hashim, 1997).
However, many old palaces were lost or were left abandoned partly due to the lack of
funding for conservation and maintenance and lack of use for the present context.
Based on the discussions above, there is a need to examine the relationship between
the Malay royal socio-culture and the palaces in Malaysia. The undertaken study on
the Kedah royal socio-culture and palaces can be considered as exploratory in nature

given the limitation of available information.

1.3 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

This research contends that socio-culture of the Kedah royal family influenced the
palace architecture. The socio-culture of the Kedah royal based on the customs and
traditions influenced the Kedah palaces according to the specifics of the socio-culture
of the royal families. However, the socio-culture of the Kedah royal family has been
influenced by other cultures. Therefore, palace architecture was also not only
influenced by Malay socio-culture but also other cultures adapted by the royalty such
as Siamese and Western. Based on the points presented, the specific objectives of the

study are:



1. Toexamine the socio-cultural factors of the Kedah royal family

influencing the palaces

2. To examine the relationship between space organization of the Kedah

palaces and the socio-culture of the Kedah royal family

14 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1.  What are the socio-cultural aspects of the Kedah royal family which
influenced the palace architecture?

2. How the socio-culture of the Kedah royal family does influenced the
space organization of the Kedah palaces?
a.  How do space organization of the Kedah palaces relates to the socio-

culture of the Kedah royal family?

b.  What are the characteristics of the space organization of the Kedah

palaces?

1.5FOCUS AND LIMITATION OF STUDY

The focus of the research is the relationship between socio-culture of the Kedah royal
family and the palaces as the physical living environment. The research focuses on
two selected palaces in Kedah which were used as residence palaces by Sultan Abdul
Hamid Halim Syah and his families. The selection is a beginning of a further study
about the other Malay royalty and also the other Malay palaces. It examines the socio-
culture factors of the Kedah royal family influencing the palace architecture in general
and the space organization in particular. There are a number of limitations to the study

namely:



a. Available information on the Kedah palaces

b. Availability of secondary data from measured drawings

c. The selection of palaces for the study is limited to the ones built or used
during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid Halim Syah

d. This research is limited to examining socio-cultural factors influencing the
Kedah palaces. The other contributing factors which influenced
architecture in general such as climate, geography, availability of material
and technology, etc. are considered as modifying factors as suggested by

Rapoport (1969).

1.6  SIGNIFICANCE OF RESEARCH

There is a limited number of works and information on the Malay socio-culture and
the built environment in general. The findings from the research willenhance the
understanding and knowledge on the socio-culture of the Malay royalty in relation to
the built environment. It will also contribute to the theoretical understanding on the
specifics of the royal socio-culture of the Malays which influenced the palace
architecture. The findings from this research will indirectly contribute to the tourism

development plan of the state of Kedah in promoting heritage buildings in the state.

1.7 RESEARCH STRUCTURE

The research is divided into three main stages namely research design, data collection,
and data analysis and conclusion. It is organized and presented in six chapters namely
the introduction, theoretical framework, literature review, methodology, analysis and

findings and lastly conclusion.



Chapter One introduces the research including the research background and
issues, research problem, research objectives and questions, focus and limitation of
research and significance of research.

Chapter Twoprovides the theoretical framework of the research to elicit the
research statement. It provides the basis of the research based on related theories and
works on socio-culture and the built environment.

Chapter Three presents the review of literature on socio-culture of the Malays
in general and the Malay royals in particular, and their relationships with the built
environment namely, the traditional Malay house and palaces. It also discusses the
aspect of space organization in relation to socio-culture.

Chapter Four focuses on the methodology of the research. It provides a review
on related methodologies in the study of culture, behavior and the built environment in
general followed by a detail explanation on the methodologies selected for the
research.

Chapter Fiveexplains the case study of the selected palaces. It gives the brief
information about the background of Sultan Abdul Hamid Halim Syah (1882-1943)
and the focused palaces.

Chapter Six analyses the data and presents the findings from the research
consistent with the objectives of the research according to the theoretical framework
of the research

Chapter Seven presents the conclusion of the research and recommendation for
future research.

Figure 1.1 summarizes the stages of the research and presentation of chapters of

the thesis.
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CHAPTER TWO

SOCIAL CULTURE AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT

2.1  INTRODUCTION

This chapter is divided into two parts. The first part reviews the definition and
influences of social and culture, the built environment in general, and the inter-
relationship between socio-culture and built environment. The second part of the

chapter provides the theoretical framework of the study.

2.2  SOCIO-CULTURE AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Socio-culture and the built environment are inter-related. The built environment is the
manifestation for the needs to provide a physical environment consistent with the
socio-culture of the people or users. Changes in one component will influence the
other component. The inter-relationship between socio-culture and built environment
can be explained by understanding both components with regards to the definitions,

influences and aspects as discussed further in the following discussions:

2.2.1 Definition of Socio-culture

The word ‘society’ and ‘social’ refer to the association of individuals that grouped a
relation (Kroeber, 1963). Social is relates to the society and to people’s lives in
general. It also relates to the position and activities involves in people’s lives
(Macmillan English Dictionary, 2002). On the other hand, culture creates behavioural
norms and, therefore, knowledge of cultural context which allows one to predict, to

some extent, the actions of those people in that culture (Geertz, 1973). It is transmitted



and creates contents and patterns of values, ideas, and other symbolic meaningful
systems. These values and meanings shaped human behaviour and the artefacts
produced through behaviour (Kroeber & Parson, 1958). On the other hand,
socialization is the process in which culture is passed through generations. Thus
social and culture are basically two distinctive things but at the end they are associated
and coexisted (Kroeber, 1963). Some scholars denote culture as ‘the whole of social
traditions’ and ‘social heredity’ because there is no culture without society (Kroeber,
1963).

Culture is the sum of learnt beliefs, values and customs that create behavioural
norms for a given society (Jin, 1994; and Curry, 2005). It has the power to influence
the human behaviour and the society. In the case of the royal families, the decrees
become the important part of the culture which governs the royal institution such as
seen in many societies. Culture includes the traditions and customs, adapted to the
environmental surrounding, power and kinship for the sustainability of communal
contacts in a society. Human societies operate under the influence of cultures inherited
to them from their ancestors, the earlier societies (Kroeber, 1963; and Billington,
Strawbridge, Greenside and Fitzsimons, 1991). Kluckhohn (1956) wrote that culture is
‘design for living’ that constructed through historical process (Billington et.al., 1991).
Social presents the communal contacts and responds which is not individual command
because it is related to culture which comprises the whole society (McClure and
Batuska, 2007). Thus, socio-culture can be interpreted as the way of life of a society
which guides and governed their behaviours and life. According to Arnold (1869) in

Jenks (1993: 21):
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Culture as the great help out of our present difficulties; culture being the

pursuit of one total perfection by means of getting to know on all the

matters which most concern us, the best which has been thought and

said in the world; and, through this knowledge, turning a stream of fresh

and free thought upon our stock notions and habits.

Socio-culture is a basic and common law of a society which influenced,
governed and dictated their lifestyle, daily activities and routines. Culture exists from
the belief of a society towards good deeds that the consequences are also good.
Culture is a terminology that has different meanings. The origin of the word culture
was from Latin culturameaning “to cultivate”, originally referring to agricultural
technique (Billington et al., 1991). In addition, culture also is the best achievements
and products in art, literature and music (Billington et al., 1991). In sum, socio-
culture relates to the human interaction and behaviour. It gives character to the human
and the society. It influences the economy, politic, history, psychology and

anthropology (Inkeles, 1964), and other aspects of human lives including the built

environment (Syed Zainol,1995; Rapoport, 1990 and Hiller, 1996).

2.3 THE ASPECTS OF SOCIO-CULTURE INFLUENCING THE HOUSE
The house or residential building is the most basic of architecture as it is the first
building typology to be built. Rapoport (1969: 47) noted that:

The house form is not simply the result of physical forces or any single

causal factor, but is the consequence of a whole range of socio-cultural

factors seen in their broadest terms.

The socio-cultural factor is a major force which influenced the built
environment in general and the house form regardless of if the occupants are ordinary
people or someone from a higher status such as the royals. According to King (2004),

“Housing differs in several important specifics when we compare cultures, classes,

even individual households (31)”. This is reflected in the different house form around
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