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ABSTRACT

This study fundamentally discusses the importance of reclaiming the Minangkabau
cultural landscape in Negeri Sembilan. The notion of reclaiming the loss of culture is
perceived as an important initiative towards protecting cultural landscape values.
Therefore this study was conducted to provide understanding towards the importance
of reclaiming cultural landscape in order to protect i) traditions, ii) local practices and
iii) sense of identity. For that reason, it is important to identify the types of cultural
landscapes that are significant to the tradition of the Minangkabau in Negeri
Sembilan, to assess the existing condition of Minangkabau practices, as well as to
assess the influence of cultural landscape towards the local identity of Minangkabau in
Negeri Sembilan. This study employed a combination of quantitative and qualitative
methods, namely questionnaire surveys and semi-structured interviews. The analyses
were carried out by using the Statistical Package of Social Science (SPSS) version 20
and discourse analysis. The findings show a decline in the Minangkabau tradition,
including the fact that the local practice is slowly diminishing and eventually causing
the loss of a sense of identity. Due to these reasons, reclaiming the cultural landscape
of the Minangkabau is seen as an initial step to rectify the current condition of the
Minangkabau culture. It is also discovered that the perception towards the traditions,
local practices and identity also contribute to further understanding the purpose of
reclaiming the culture as a whole. Thus the findings demonstrates four aspects on the
perceptions which are i) definition and representation of the Minangkabau ii)
awareness on the local identity of the Minangkabau iii) the intervening factors of the
declination of the Minangkabau and iv) ideal suggestions. This study has contributed
to increase our knowledge on the level of understanding, responsibility and
appreciating the Minangkabau traditions, local practices and identity.



Caanll 4D

b AEN agid) salaind duaal e ulad S5 Il Al jall oda
BodkaS AN (lad 2y fiu) asede A ki Olses S0 slSki
agd aaaill Al Hall o2 oy jal GllAly | SE s iall adl) les gai dala
Alaall Sl jlaall g A&l dlea Jab o D agbiall salaic) daeaY
Gl OBl 153 e Camill pgall cunndl 13g] G sells ¥ s
Al aall Gloes oS b St 2l dage osS5 SU15 AAE
L sedl s AED agiiall il apdll GlXS ) | gilSaine Al il lall
(o Ao sana 39l o2 Jarind Gluan 5 S0 olSaie & Al
Slainy) LAl 5 Ailaiiny) clal jall s de gl g Al culla)
daaall Aplaay¥l deall aladinly Jidadl) i deliie 4ud A
o palaadl () bl 5l g ldadl) Jilasi g o slall (SPSS) due Laia )
oeblll 8 s3A) laall Ao jleadl o ddida ol 8 Lo olSaiie el
o3l 1ok A selly eluaWI ol ) Gillaall 4les (8 s eday
Al bolad iiay sdSaise b HED sl (B ¢ pamieg s i)
i gl O Lyl Gl g | plSaipe A8EN M) aa gl sl
(e Ul agd et (8 Liayl agn 4y sed) s Andaall Dl jlaall 5 ol
Gl saill e Gl g dny )l ga ) gl Ml g | JSS A8lE ol
siSaiiall daall 4yl o oo iy slSaine diddy iy 23 8 A
6 e o U yma 3l ) ) A Hall o3 Craalis 38 AUl il 8
Aasell s Adaall Gl jlaall g glSaipe A0S pasi o aaldill 5 4] jusal)



APPROVAL PAGE

| certify that | have supervised and read this study and that, in my opinion, it conforms
to acceptable standards of scholarly presentation and is fully adequate, in scope and
quality, as a thesis for the degree of Master of Science (Built Environment)

Mohd Ramzi Bin Mohd Hussain
Supervisor

| certify that | have read this study and that, in my opinion, it conforms to acceptable
standards of scholarly presentation and is fully adequate, in scope and quality, as a
thesis for the degree of Master of Science (Built Environment)

Mazlina Binti Mansor
Internal Examiner

Kamarul Bahrain Bin Shuib
External Examiner

This thesis was submitted to the Department of Landscape Architecture and is
accepted as a fulfilment of the requirement for the degree of Master of Science (Built
Environment)

Nor Zalina Binti Harun
Head, Department of Landscape Architecture

This thesis was submitted to the Kulliyyah of Architecture and Environmental Design
and is accepted as a fulfilment of the requirement for the degree of Master of Science
(Built Environment)

Khairuddin Bin Abdul Rashid
Dean, Kaulliyyah of Architecture and
Environmental Design



DECLARATION

| hereby declare that this dissertation is the result of my own investigations, except
where otherwise stated. | also declare that it has not been previously or concurrently

submitted as a whole for any other degrees at IIUM or other institutions.

Haza Hanurhaza Binti Md Jani

Signature.......cooooeiiiiiiiiii Date.........oooviiiiiiiii.



INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

DECLARATION OF COPYRIGHT AND AFFIRMATION
OF FAIR USE OF UNPUBLISHED RESEARCH

Copyright © 2013 by International Islamic University Malaysia. All rights reserved.

RECLAIMING THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF THE MINANGKABAU
IN NEGERI SEMBILAN

No part of this unpublished research may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise without prior written permission of the copyright holder
except as provided below:

1. Any material contained in or derived from this unpublished research may only
be used by others in their writing with due acknowledgment.

2. IIUM or its library will have the right to make and transmit copies (print or
electronic) for institutional and academic purposes.

3. The HUM library will have the right to make, store in a retrieval system and
supply copies of this unpublished research if requested by other universities
and research libraries.

Affirmed by Haza Hanurhaza Binti Md Jani

Signature.......oovviiiiii e Date.......coooeviiiiiiini,

Vi




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

“Bismillahirrahmanirrahim: In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious and the Most
Merciful”

| would like to express my deepest gratitude to The Almighty Allah SWT for His
blessing and guidance throughout my existence. Alhamdullillah 1 have experienced a
wonderful journey in seeking, practicing and understanding knowledge as to finally
complete this Master thesis.

Several prominent figures have played major roles in the passage of
completing this study. Therefore, | would like to extend my appreciation to my
Supervisor, Asst. Prof. Dr. Mohd. Ramzi Bin Mohd. Hussain, for his undivided
attention, encouragement and support during the research period. My special thanks
go to the lecturers from the Department of Landscape Architecture for their support,
guidance and belief. 1 would also like to convey my heartfelt appreciation to my
colleagues for their great ideas, thought and moral support through the ups and downs
of completing this study. Thank you to all related parties and individuals who may
have contributed directly and indirectly for this study. All your assistance and
supports are highly appreciated and may they be rewarded by Allah SWT.

My utmost appreciation is for my beloved mother, Puan Norizan Zakaria, for
her absolute trust and faith in me and undeniable loyal support that have encouraged
me each and every moment. Finally, I thank all my family members for their
continuous moral support and considerations. May this study receive barakah from
Allah SWT.

Thank you.

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ADSIIACE ... i
ADSIrACt I ATADIC ...uveiiie i ii
APProval Page ..., iv
Declaration Page ........ooiiiiii i v
Copyright Page ... ..o vi
AcknOWledgment ...... ..ot vii
List Of TabIes .. .ovitit it e Xi
List Of FIGUIES «..ovvie i e e, Xiv
List Of ABDreviations ............oouitiniiniit it XVi

CHAPTER ONE: RECLAMING THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF

THE MINANGKABAU IN NEGERI SEMBILAN...... 1

11 Introduction .......cc.eiieiiiiiii e e e 1
1.2 Research Background ................coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 2
1.3 Problem Statement ..............ccooeiiiiiiiiii e 4
14 AT oo 6
1.5 OBJECHIVES ..ot 6
1.6 Research QUEStIONS ........c.oiiriiiniiiit it i eeee 7
1.7 Research Structure ..........oooviiiiiiiiii i 7
1.8 Scope and Limitation ............ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiiniaii i eieenanns 9
1.9 Organization of TheSiS ........ccovriiiiiiii e 9
1.10 Significance of the Study .........ccooviiiiiiiiii e 10
111 ConcluSiOn .....oeeeneii i 11
CHAPTER TWO: CULTURAL LANDSCAPE.....ccccccttttiiiiiarnecncnnsnnn. 12
2.1 ItrodUCtiON ....o.eniei i 12
2.2 Definition of Culture, Landscape and Cultural Landscape ........... 12
221 Culture ...ooooieiii 13

2.2.2 LandsCape ......co.ouiiiiitiiii e, 14

2.2.3 Cultural Landscape ........ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 15

2.2.4 Reclaiming Cultural Landscape ..............c.cocoeieininnnn. 17

2.3 Background of Cultural Landscape .............cooeevviiiiiiinniinn. 21
2.4 Prominence of Cultural Landscape .............ccooviiiiiiininenininn 24
241 HiStOTY .ottt e 25

242 Tradition ........coooieiiiiiii i, 25

2.4.3  PractiCes ......o.ouueuiiniiiit e 33

244 ValUes .....ooiuiiiiiiiii i, 34

2.5 Stimulus of Cultural Landscape ...........cccoeevviiiiiiiiiiiiennn.n 35
2.5.1 Sense of Attachment ................ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 35

2.5.2 Sense of Pride .........cooviiiiiiii e, 36

25.3 Sense of Identity ........cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 37

2.5.4 Upholding History and Heritage ......................ooouea.e. 38

2.6 Significances of Reclaiming Cultural Landscape ..................... 38
2.7 Islamic Perspectives on Cultural Landscape ....................co.eeee. 40

viii



2.8

CONCIUSION ..ttt e,

CHAPTER THREE: MINANGKABAU THE LAND OF TRADITION....

3.1 IntroduCtion .........c.oiuiiiiiii i
3.2 Negeri Sembilan and the Minangkabau ................................
3.3 Background of the Minangkabau Cultural Landscape ...............
3.3.1 Tradition SyStem .......ccevieiiiiiiiiii i
3.3.2 Structure of Leading Tradition ...............cccovevininnnnnn.
3.4 Prominence of the Minangkabau Cultural Landscape ................
341 Tradition ..o..oveeiiii i
342 Tangible .....c.ooiiiiii
343 Intangible .......coooiiiiiiiii
344 PraCtiCesS .....ououieieini it
3.5 Stipulation of the Minangkabau Traditions............................
3.6  Stimulus of the Cultural Landscape ................ccocoviiiniinann....
3.7 CONCIUSION . uvitie e
CHAPTER FOUR: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....ccctettetuieiacnrnnnnns
4.1 IntrodUCtiON ........coiriiieiiit i e e
4.2 Research Design ........ooviiuiiiiiiiiiiiii i
4.3 Case StUAY ...ouviniii i,
N @ 1 S 10311 1 F: 11 ¢ S
4.4.1 Questionnaire Design ...........ocoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
4.4.2 Reliability of the Question .............c.cevvvviiiiiiiiinninn.n
4,43 Research Population ...............cooiiiiiiiiii i,
4.4.4 Sampling Technique ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiea
T 11 11S) 0. [ 2
451 Interview Design ........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e,
4.6 Secondary Data ...........coooiiiiiiiiiii
4.7 Triangulation Design .........c.ooiiriiiiiiiiiii e,
4.8 Methods and Analysis ..........c.ovieiriiiiiniiiii
4.9  CONCIUSION . .euvitinite e,
CHAPTER FIVE: TRADITION, LOCAL PRACTICE AND IDENTITY..
5.1 INtrOUCHON ....vinieiei e
5.2 Respondents Profile ...,
5.3 The Tradition of the Cultural Landscape in the Minangkabau ......
5.4  The Practice of the Minangkabau Tradition ...........................
5.4.1 Decline of Tradition ..........c.cooviiiiiiiiis
5.4.2 Reclamation of Tradition ..............c.oooiiiiiiiinnn.
5.5 The Influence of the Minangkabau Identity ...........................
5.5.1 Reclaiming the Cultural Landscape and the Local
IENLItY. ..o
5.5.2 Reclaiming the Cultural Landscape and the Local
Practices and Identity ..............oooiiiiiiiii
5.6 CoNCIUSION ...ovuintiiit i



CHAPTER SIX: PERCEPTION TOWARDS TRADITION, LOCAL
PRACTICE AND IDENTITY OF THE MINANGKABAU.. 120

6.1  INtroduction ...........coiiiiiiii i 120
6.2 The Understanding of Tradition, Local Practice and Identity ....... 121
6.3 Definition and Representation of the Minangkabau .................. 124
6.4 Awareness of the Local Identity of the Minangkabau ................ 126
6.5 The Intervening Factors of the Decline of the Minangkabau ....... 128
6.6 Recommendation and Future Improvements .......................... 132
6.7 ConClUSION ......oiiiiiii i 133
CHAPTER SEVEN: INTERPRETATION, RECOMMENDATION AND

CONCLUSION. .ttuiiiainiiiniiiiieiiietarineiasninennes 134

7.1 INtroduCtion ..ot 134
7.2 Interpretation of FiNdings .........cccoviiiiiiiii 135

7.21 The Decline and Reclamation of the Minangkabau

Tradition .......oiii i 136

7.2.2 Significance of the Minangkabau Cultural Landscape ...... 137
7.2.3 Perceptions towards the Minangkabau Identity .............. 138
7.2.4 Initiatives to Sustain the Cultural Landscape ................. 139
7.2.5 Insight Perspectives towards the Reclamation of the

Minangkabau Cultural Landscape ..................ccooeveninin 140

7.3 Recommendations and Improvements to the Study .................. 142

7.4 Further Research Considerations ................cevvvviviiereninninn 145

7.5 CONCIUSION ...vvie i 145
BIBLIOGRAPHY 146
LIST OF CONFERENCES/PROCEEDINGS/PUBLICATIONS 153
AP PEN DX A o e 154
APPENDIX B ..ot 158
APPENDIX € oot 162
APPENDIX D oo 164
APPENDIX E ..ot 165
APPEND DX F oo 170
APPENDIX G .ot e 171
APPENDIX H .ot e e 172



LIST OF TABLES

Table No.

2.1 Timeline of discovery for the term ‘cultural landscape’

3.1 Twelve ethnic groups in the Minangkabau tradition

3.2 Head of community according to the Adat Pepatih

3.3 Structure of legal-bureaucratic and the Adat Pepatih

3.4 Pronunciation

3.5 Condition of the tangible and intangible elements

4.1 Cronbach’s alpha

4.2 Population and Number of Sampling

4.3 Respondent Interview

4.4 Method of Analysis

51 Demographic data for Seri Menanti and Rembau

5.2 Descriptive table of cross-tabulation of age with duration stayed
for both districts (Seri Menanti and Rembau)

5.3 The types of cultural landscape significant to the tradition of the
Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan

5.4 Ranking for both districts based on mean differences of the types
of cultural landscape significant to the tradition of the
Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan

55 Detailed description on the significant types of cultural landscape

5.6 Respondent’s viewpoint in relation to the meaning of the
Minangkabau

5.7 Respondent’s viewpoint on the Minangkabau traditions
incorporated with lifestyle

5.8 Respondent’s viewpoint on the Minangkabau tradition practices in

daily life

Xi

Page No
24

47
48
49
56
67
74
74
76
78

81

83

84

85

86

87

88

89



5.9

5.10

5.11

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

5.16

5.17

5.18

5.19

5.20

5.21

5.22

5.23

5.24

5.25

5.26

Cross-tabulation of tradition decline with youth interest
Correlation test of age with youth interest
Correlation test between tradition decline with tangible support

Correlation test between tradition decline with fraternization of
other Malay traditions

Correlation test between tradition decline with reclamation
importance

Chi-square test between the local people sense of proud with their
culture and their practice of it

Chi-square test between the local people sense of proud with their
culture based on districts

Chi-square test between the local people practice of tradition based
on districts

Correlation test between the identity of the Minangkabau and
respondents practice

Relationship between association of the Minangkabau in daily life
and representation of the Minangkabau identity

Relationship between the importance of reclamation of cultural
landscape with the decline of the Minangkabau identity

Relationship between reclamation of cultural landscape to increase
people awareness and preservation of the tradition to increase
people sense of proud

Relationship between the influence of the Minangkabau tradition
in people’s life and in the cultural landscape

Correlations test based on score
Paired Samples Statistics

Relationship between the loss of interest of younger generation and
the decline of traditional practices

Relationship between the decline of traditional practices and no
adaptation of traditional practices by younger generation

One way ANOVA test between mean difference of score of sense
heritage and age category

xii

90

91

92

93

95

96

97

98

100

102

103

104

106

107

109

110

111

112



5.27

5.28

5.29

6.1

6.2

7.1

1.2

7.3

One way ANOVA test between mean difference of score culture
and age category

Regression test between mean difference of score culture
landscape and tradition

Regression test between mean difference of score heritage and
sense of attachment

Respondent Interview
Development of theme for interview session

Ranking for both districts based on mean difference of the types of
cultural landscape

Level of Generations

Aspect and recommendations

Xiii

114

116

118

120

123

138

140

143



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure No.

11 Research structure

2.1 Four main aspects of cultural landscape

2.2 Equation on the loss of traditions, practices and values
3.1 Level of community according to the Adat Pepatih
3.2 Emphasis of the Minangkabau

33 Istana Seri Menanti

3.4 Gate to palace

3.5 Old Istana Negara

3.6 New Istana Negara

3.7 Buckingham Palace

3.8 Buckingham Palace

3.9 Shop lot along Jalan Tun Tan Cheng Lock and Jonker Street
3.10  Front Facade of the shop lot

3.11  Heritage of the Minangkabau

3.12  lIstana Seri Menanti

3.13  Tarian piring

3.14  Tarian piring during wedding

3.15  Tarian lilin

3.16  Tarian lilin during big events

3.17  Caklempong

3.18  Saluang

Xiv

Page No

24
34
46
49
51
51
52
52
53
53
54
54
55
55
57
57
58
58
60

60



3.19

3.20

4.1

4.2

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

Woodcraft at ceiling

Rumah Gadang

Map of Negeri Sembilan

Triangulation Design

Relationship between the Minangkabau tradition and district
Error bar of score heritage

Error bar of score heritage

Practice score between genders

Score of cultural landscape and tradition

XV

64

64

72

77

88

109

109

113

115



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

A Agreed

CcVv Chief Village

D Disagreed

DMB Dato’ Mangku Bumi (Undang)

DP Dato’ Perak (Buapak)

FCV Former Chief Village

FREQ Frequency

El Elderly

E2 Elderly

E3 Elderly

IECL Intangible elements of cultural landscape
M Mean

SIA Strongly Agreed

SD Standard Deviation

S/ID Strongly Disagreed

PBUH Peace Be Upon Him

JKK Jawatan Kuasa Kampung

TS Tok Selampit (Story Teller)

U Undecided

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

XVi



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION

This study focuses on reclaiming the cultural landscape of the Minangkabau in Negeri
Sembilan. Reclaiming cultural landscape in this study is defined as the idea of
regaining the valuable traditions and practices that represent the peoples’ identity or
sense of identity. Reclaim cultural landscape is perceived as an initiative to protect
human history, heritage and culture. It is important to preserve the cultural landscape
as it holds the key to peoples’ identity and the original culture of a group of people or
place. A cultural landscape cannot be replaced or regained after it has been destroyed
and its loss would imply the absence of human identity. Therefore this study is
conducted to provide understanding towards the importance of reclaiming cultural
landscape in order to protect traditions, local practices and sense of identity. This
chapter explains the aim, objectives and research question on the idea of reclaiming
the cultural landscape of the Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan in terms of traditions,

local practices and identity.



1.2 RESEARCH BACKGROUND

This study focuses on the key words which are “reclaiming”, “cultural landscape” and
“the Minangkabau”. “Reclaiming” is defined as an attempt to regain and sustain
something valuable for future use. It is an approach of maintaining significant assets
and valuable heritage as well as pertaining to the idea of appreciating something
valuable and priceless (True, 1994). “Cultural landscape”, on the other hand, is
described as human activities on land and past experiences are the elements that shape
identities, traditions, beliefs, values, norms and cultural meanings to the place. Many
scholars have discussed the importance of cultural landscape towards enriching
people’s identity, developing a sense of place or belonging and protecting the original
culture of certain community or place as it is the main key to human legacy (Clement,
1997; Arntzen, 2003; Stoffle et al., 2003; Loures, 2008). Cultural landscape can be
considered as a valuable heritage and is irreplaceable. Arntzen (2003) affirms that
cultural landscape is to sustain the heritage tradition and practices, to protect local
identity and to enrich original culture of a group of people or place. As cited by
Sirisrisak and Akagawa (2007: 26), heritage is defined in the UNESCO World
Heritage Centre as, ‘Heritage is our legacy from the past, what we live with today, and
what we pass on to future generations’.

This study focuses on the idea of reclaiming the cultural landscape of the
Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan. Negeri Sembilan is known as The Land of The
Minangkabau Tradition and tradition is one of the aspects that differentiate the
Minangkabau with the other ethnic groups in Malaysia. Studies by Khadijah
Muhamed (1978) and Nazri Shariff (1989) highlight the loss of identity of the
Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan. The Minangkabau people are beginning to lose its

sense of identity (Malay Cluster, 2011). Therefore this study focuses on reclaiming the



cultural landscape of the Minangkabau in order to highlight the growing sense of loss
in the Minangkabau tradition, local practices and identity.

The Minangkabau in this study refers to the local people of Minangkabau in
Negeri Sembilan. The state is known as the Land of the Minangkabau Tradition and is
considered special because of its uniqueness in terms of its culture, traditions,
architecture, language, oral traditions, performing arts, crafts, cuisine, and literature.
Khadijah Muhamed (1978) states that the Minangkabau is the largest matrilineal
society in the world and Negeri Sembilan is the only state that preserves the influences
of the matrilineal societal system while Nazri Shariff (1989) emphasizes that Negeri
Sembilan is the first and only state in Malaysia that practices the “Adat Pepatih”.

However the people of Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan are undergoing the
process of losing their identities. In other places in the world, similar problems of
losing the sense of identities, traditions or cultural landscapes have been experienced
in native Afghanistan, Hawaii, India, Indonesia, Palestine, Sri Lanka, Somalia and
Thailand among others (True, 1994, Sirisrisak and Akagawa, 2007; JIM, 2008). Some
of the places have nearly lost their cultural landscapes and only a few have managed
to slowly regain their loss. In order to avoid this scenario from happening to the
Minagkabau in Negeri Sembilan, the approach of reclaiming the loss of cultural
landscape is taken into consideration. The reclamation of cultural landscape is able to
increase people’s awareness and to provide understanding on the importance of

preserving cultural landscapes (Garibaldi and Straker, 2010).



1.3 PROBLEM STATEMENT

Issues on the loss of culture or cultural landscape have been discussed throughout the
world. The issue highlights the contributing factors towards the loss of culture that
affect the loss of identity (True, 1994). Hence, the needs to preserve the culture from
declining and disappearing have been identified. Malaysia is a multicultural society
surrounded by various types of cultural practices, among them the Minangkabau
culture. Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan is one of the most treasured cultures
experiencing steps of losing its identity. There are several contributing factors that
have caused this problem. Assimilation with other Malay ethnic groups is probably
the main reason contributing to the loss of Minangkabau culture (Malay Cluster,
2011). Other than that, the modern lifestyle and economic challenges may have
contributed to the disappearing of the Minangkabau cultural landscape.

According to Khadijah Muhamed (1978: 15), “Minangkabau is the largest
matrilineal society in the world”. Matrilineal is an exclusive heritage of the
Minangkabau community in Negeri Sembilan. Unfortunately, the community feels
that they are losing the sense of identity; this is probably the result of mixing with
other Malay ethnic groups. There are seven districts in Negeri Sembilan; however,
only four areas are still preserving the Minangkabau traditions and practices, namely
Kuala Pilah, Tampin, Seri Menanti, and Jelebu (Malay Cluster, 2011). As other areas
of Negeri Sembilan have shown, assimilation with other Malay ethnic groups has
resulted in a loss of the Minangkabau tradition, local practices and identity (Malay
Cluster, 2011).

Modern challenges is the major threat towards cultural landscape and people’s
identity. Modernism promotes a better standard of living as it offers vibrant social

activities and economic growth yet they are only focused on urban or new township



areas. Cities offer countless numbers of job opportunities hence many people are
forced to migrate to the urban areas. Tachimoto (1998) stated that the younger
generations are more interested to find employment outside their villages and most of
the educated youths have preferences in choosing their works. They focus more on
occupations with reasonable payments, such as government agencies, and from white
to blue collar jobs, such as teaching.

This scenario, therefore, have contributed a negative impact towards the
people of the Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan, especially those who are still
preserving the legacy in the sub-urban areas. As the number of people migrating to the
city increases, the amount of people who are practicing the Minangkabau traditions in
the sub-urban areas and preserving the cultural landscape eventually declines (Malay
Cluster, 2011). In general understanding, the awareness and sense of attachment
towards the identity of Minangkabau is also reducing. The newcomers or immigrants
with the intention to stay permanently in the sub-urban areas of Negeri Sembilan may
not have the similar awareness towards the idea of appreciating the Minangkabau
traditions, local practices and identities. Khadijah Muhamed (1978) suggests that
newcomers of a certain place do not feel the responsibility over the sense of identity
of the place they are migrating in. Therefore, it can be argued that modern challenges
have contributed to the negative impact with regard to the sense of identity of the
Minangkabau community.

The location of the place, which is in sub-urban areas, enables the people of
the Minangkabau to maintain their culture and traditions. Nevertheless, the lack of
awareness and level of appreciating the original culture of the Minangkabau are
foreseen as a threat towards the notion of reclaiming the cultural landscape. Based on

the issues raised, the focus of this study is important as it focuses on the idea of



reclaiming the cultural landscape of the Minangkabau in order to protect the
traditions, local practices and identity. Initiatives should be taken into consideration to
sustain the culture and legacy for future generations. In particular, cultural landscape
assists in enriching the identity of the Minangkabau in Malaysia. Cultural landscape
reflects the story of people who shaped it not only in the past but also at present time.
Each culture has unique characteristics that connect humankind with the environment.
Therefore, it is important to preserve cultural landscape as it is a valuable heritage, the
key to peoples’ identity and the original culture of a group of people or place which
cannot be replaced or regained after it has been destroyed. The loss of cultural

landscape would imply the absence of human identity.

14 AIM
The aim of this study is to examine the issue of reclaiming the cultural landscape of
the Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan, in order to identify the necessary actions

needed to be taken to protect the traditions, local practices and identity from decline.

1.5 OBJECTIVES

The objectives are outlined as follows:

1. To identify the types of cultural landscape that are significant to the traditions

of the Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan.

2. To assess the existing condition of the Minangkabau practices.

3. To assess the influence of cultural landscape on the local identity of the

Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan.



1.6 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The research questions are outlined as follows:

1. What are the types of cultural landscape that are significant to the tradition of
the Minangkabau in Negeri Sembilan?

2. What is the existing condition of the Minangkabau cultural landscape in
Negeri Sembilan?

3. How does the cultural landscape influence the shaping of the Minangkabau
local identity?

4. How do we sustain the cultural landscape and maintain the legacy for future

generation?

1.7 RESEARCH STRUCTURE

The structure of this study is divided into five sections. Section one is on the research
framework, section two covers the reviews on cultural landscape and the
Minangkabau, section three discusses the methodology employed in the study, section
four explain on the analysis and the last section concludes the study. The structure of

the research is developed as below:
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Figure 1.1: Research Structure
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