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ABSTRACT

The Islamic garden rose to prominence during the peak of the Muslim civilisation. The
garden is regarded as one of the important legacies for Muslims in Islamic history. The
Islamic garden gained the attention of European culture in the 18th century, and the
values of the garden are respected as a valuable part of Muslim heritage. However,
acknowledgement of the garden is gradually starting to be overlooked and undervalued.
One of the factors contributing to this issue is the occurrence of a huge gap to connect
the current and historical values of the Islamic garden as the earliest evidence of the
Persian garden is initiated in the seventh century. In short, this study seeks to identify
the physical characteristics of the Islamic garden and adapt its values to garden design
in Malaysia. Three prominent gardens are brought to the fore as gardens of reference in
developing an understanding of the Islamic garden, namely the Persian, Andalusian and
Mughal gardens. Another primary focus of the study is to highlight the relevance of
implementing the Islamic garden in an Asian country, notably Malaysia. In view of this,
three objectives are outlined to achieve the aim: to identify a list of the physical
characteristics of the Islamic garden, evaluate the level of importance of the physical
characteristics and evaluate the level of adaptation of the Islamic garden in Malaysia.
The study is based on qualitative methods of data collection. However, a quantitative
method of analysis is also integrated into the data analysis to measure the level of
adaptation of the Islamic garden. Three methods of data collection were employed:
document analysis, semi-structured interviews with participants from the National
Landscape Department and the Landscape Department at the Putrajaya Corporation, as
well as multiple case studies. The multiple case studies were conducted at three gardens
in Andalusia, Spain. As for the local context, two categories of gardens, both with and
without an Islamic garden influence, were selected as the case study areas in Malaysia.
These case studies are located in Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya,
respectively. The findings obtained in the study are categorised into three sections. The
first section explains the current state of the landscape development in Malaysia with
regard to the Islamic garden. A model is developed to show the underlying concerns
occurring within the landscape development. The second section identifies the physical
characteristics of the Islamic garden and evaluates the level of importance of the list
based on four categories of a weightage system; highly recommended, recommended,
advisory and non-compulsory. The third section evaluates the level of adaptation of the
Islamic garden concept in Malaysia. The result of the assessment is evaluated according
to the marking system, percentage, ranking system and the average percentage. Based
on the results shown, a discussion of the intervening factors contributing to the
outcomes is addressed from both the theoretical and empirical findings. In general, the
findings of the study progress around developing a concise checklist of the physical
characteristics that are flexible to accommodate the potential and the limits of
implementing the Islamic garden in Malaysia. A flexible and practical utilisation of the
checklist based on the priority of its importance as well as potential association
supported with statistical justification are viewed as an alternative for the landscape
development. The findings contribute to broadening and strengthening the idea of the
Islamic garden both in research as well as landscape development. The underlying key
findings in achieving the aim and objectives are restated as the final remarks of the
study.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 RESEARCH BACKGROUND

This study seeks to explore the values of the Islamic garden in response to the landscape
development in Malaysia. The main keywords featured are ‘values’, ‘Islamic garden’
and the ‘local context of Malaysia’. In detail, the study sought to identify the physical
characteristics of the Islamic garden as part of an attempt to adapt the values in a garden
design in Malaysia. The three keywords are further discussed throughout the study.

The term values is defined by Rundell (2002) in the Macmillan Dictionary as
‘the principles and beliefs that influence the behaviour and way of life of a particular
group or community’. However, the terminology suggests a relatively different
understanding depending on how the term is applied in the research field. Since the term
values is featured as a keyword in this study, an operational term is drafted to define the
term in relation to the context of the study. The operational term of values is evaluated
in line with the viewpoints of seven research fields. The reviews involve an
understanding of the term based on historical study, Islamic study, sociology,
behavioural science, human geography, architecture and landscape architecture. The
study situates the term around the standpoint of landscape architecture, specifically with
regard to the Islamic garden. A series of assessments is conducted to develop the
operational term, with the outcome becoming the operating definition to be addressed
in the study.

Meanwhile, the keyword Islamic garden is emphasised as part of an important
enquiry to be assessed during the study. In general, Nasrine Faghih and Amin Sadegby

(2012) regard the Islamic garden as a garden that came to prominence during the peak



of the Muslim civilisation. Thus, the ideology of the Islamic garden is highly associated
with Islamic influences (Brookes, 1987; Smith, 1991; Haaga, 2005; Haenraets et al.,
2013). Nazia Ansari (2011) mention that the establishment of the first Islamic garden
was inspired by the image of a garden in paradise as portrayed in Al-Quran (Maulawi
Sher Ali, 2004; Talal Itani, 2012). Leila Mahmoudi Farahani et al. (2016) state that the
expression of a garden as described in Al-Quran encouraged Muslim designers to create
similar gardens as an analogue for paradise. The results of this creation can be observed
with the establishment of the Persian garden, in addition to another two prominent
Islamic gardens, namely the Andalusian and Mughal gardens (Ruggles, 2003; Clark,
2004).

The study of the Islamic garden covers a wide range of research explorations;
for example, through the historical understanding of the Islamic garden (Muhammad,
2010; Hunt, 2011; Ruggles, 2012; Kermani, 2013; Rogozen-Soltar, 2013; Sara
Mahdizadeh, 2015), the establishment of the prominent Islamic garden as a garden of
reference (Shahidi, 2010; Stino & Stino, 2011; Wescoat, 2012; Mahdavinejad et al.,
2013; Rostami et al., 2014; Rezakolai et al., 2015; Joni et al., 2016) and future
advancement in regards to the development of the Islamic garden (Yeganeh &
Ghoshouni, 2009; Tabriz & A’zami, 2009; Ruggles, 2009; Pour at al., 2012; Kazemi &
Darskhan, 2014; Faezah Ashtiani, 2015; Rostami et al., 2015). As can be seen, the
research exploration covers the historical aspects and the current condition of the
remaining evidence, as well as the future advancement of the Islamic garden.
Throughout the reviews, a few concerns are raised in the research development relating
to the topic of the Islamic garden.

A study carried out by Wescoat (1986) highlights issues related to the Islamic

garden from the viewpoint of landscape research. The primary concern is the confusion



in the terminology used in relation to the Islamic garden, as well as the lack of
understanding with regard to appreciating the creation of the garden (Wescoat, 1999;
Gilliat-Ray & Bryant, 2010). The argument stresses the importance of strengthening the
basic understanding of the study of the Islamic garden. Another concern discovered in
the reviews is that of the limited surviving evidence that can be used as reference and
guidance for the purpose of learning about the Islamic garden (Wescoat, 2006, 2007,
Gilliat-Ray & Bryant, 2010; Ruggles, 2009, 2012; Ali Assari et al., 2012). Besides,
Silverman and Ruggles (2007) point out that the surviving evidence is seen as a set of
tangible indications about the Islamic garden that serves to trace the legacy of the
Muslim civilisation. Such deficiency in maintaining the physical proof is seen as
contributing to a loss of the original identity of the Islamic garden. In view of this, this
study embarks on discussing the appropriate method for addressing these concerns.
Another keyword highlight derives from the viewpoint of a local context, with
the study’s emphasis being concentrated in Malaysia. According to Germeraad (1993),
study of the establishment of the prominent Islamic garden is usually focused on Middle
Eastern countries (Farzaneh Elyasi Gorji et al., 2014; Halsted, 2014; Iravani et al.,
2015). For that reason, this study is conducted with a view to examining the relevance
of adapting the values of the Islamic garden from the standpoint of Asian perspectives,
mainly those found in Malaysia. As mentioned by Snodgrass (1995), Malaysia is a
decent exemplary of a multicultural society (Mohd Anuar Ramli & Mohammad Aizat
Jamaludin, 2012). The country comprises three main races — Malays, Chinese and
Indian (Economic Planning Unit, 2004). In addition, Ataul Hug Pramanik (2002) further
describes Malaysia as a successful example of a multicultural society under the
influence of a Muslim governance system (Mahathir Mohamad, 1999; Norliza Mohd

Isa, 2011).



As a multicultural society, the intention to adapt the values of the Islamic garden
is viewed as a challenging approach considering the cultural sensitivity of the country.
In addressing this concern, the study attained a reference from the successful
establishment of the Medina Charter. As described by Yusri Mohamad Ramli and Ghani
Jusoh (2012), the Medina Charter is an ideal example, learnt from the history of the
Muslim civilisation, of an appropriate method with which to unite Muslims and non-
Muslims under the guidance of Islamic laws. History of the Medina Charter shows the
probability of the Islamic laws, principles and values to be accepted by both Muslim
and the Non-Muslim (Ismail Albayrak, 2010). The key success of the Medina Charter
is identified in the study as a form of guidance to highlight the relevance and possibility
of the values of the Islamic garden being embedded in the local garden approach in
Malaysia.

Moreover, in the context of Malaysia as the case study area, the study seeks to
discover the current state of the level of adaptation of the Islamic garden approach in
the design of gardens. An understanding of the present scenario assists in creating a
method to measure the current needs of the country, specifically from the perspective
of the landscape development. The step is observed as necessary in underlining the
practicality of adapting the values of the Islamic garden in Malaysia. In highlighting the
ideology of the Islamic garden, an understanding of the initial intentions as well as of
the garden principles is perceived as compulsory. Furthermore, study on the
development of prominent Islamic gardens contributes to the development of an
understanding of the importance of the establishment of the garden as well as its
significant affiliation to the Muslim civilisation.

Consequently, the study proceeds with the development of an appropriate

means with which to address these concerns through its literature and contextual



reviews. In addition, the problem statement and underlying gaps are discussed as the
basic outline with which to emphasise the importance as well as the relevance of
conducting the study. The elaborations that contribute to the development of the overall
framework of the study are the research question, aim and objectives to be further

investigated throughout the assessments.

1.2 PROBLEM STATEMENT

Based on the reviews, several issues in relation to understanding of the Islamic garden
are identified in the literature. The main key issues discovered highlight the lack of
comprehension and appreciation of the valuable historical heritage of the Islamic
garden. This situation arises due to the fact that there are huge gaps in terms of time and
generation in connecting the current and historical values of the Islamic garden. A
number of factors were discovered from the literature as well as from the contextual
reviews that have contributed to these issues. These contributing factors are discussed

in the following sections.

1.2.1 Literature Reviews

Research conducted by Wescoat (1999) highlights concern on the issues regarding the
terminology of the Islamic garden. Parallel to this, Gilliat-Ray and Bryant (2010) set
out a similar opinion whereby there are difficulties in establishing the appropriate terms
to be used when defining the Islamic garden. The term Quranic garden was previously
used in relation to the Islamic garden (Adiloglu, 2011; Mahdi Jamalinezhad et al., 2012;
Maryam Ahmadi, 2014; Raheleh Akbari Joni et al. 2016). This reflected the fact that
the establishment of the Islamic garden was inspired by the ideology of a Quranic

garden in paradise (Nafisi et al., 2016). As a result, the term Quranic garden is



frequently confused with the term Islamic garden. In reality, however, the two terms
relate to a similar garden concept. Due to this confusion, one concern addressed is the
appropriate term for use in relation to the garden. This complexity serves to highlight
the argument of how well others will recognise the unfamiliar terminology.
1. Substantial concern relates to the restriction associated with the term Quranic
garden.
The Quranic garden is perceived to have a limitation if the term is narrowly
interpreted (Wescoat, 1999; Gilliat-Ray & Bryant, 2010). Although the
definition emphasises a garden in the Muslim civilisation, the terminology
is nevertheless perceived as being highly associated with a particular
religion. Therefore, to maximise the utilisation of the garden concept would
be challenging.
2. The majority of the terminology mentioned in the literature.
An initial search of the literature revealed the absence of any concrete
writing in relation to the Quranic garden. This was in contrast to an
abundance of research that explained the idea of an Islamic garden (Clark,
2004; Fadaie & Seyed Majid Moidi, 2015; Nayeem Asif et al., 2015;
Shaghayegh Moalemzadeh Ansari, 2015). In addition, due to the restriction
on the term Quranic garden, researchers preferred to use a familiar and less
controversial term, that of Islamic garden. Therefore, the majority of studies
have used the term Islamic garden rather than Quranic garden.
Thus, the establishment of the definition is resolved, and as such the term to be used is
that of Islamic garden. Aside from the issue of the terminology, another contributing
factor giving rise to the issues is the lack of physical characteristics as evidence that can

be used to explore the Islamic garden.



