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ABSTRACT

This study fundamentally discusses on incorporating Islamic environmental ethics in
the management of nature reserve areas. At the moment, there is no study and written
enactment yet in incorporating Islamic environmental ethics in the management
system of nature reserve areas. Therefore, this study was conducted to examine the
Islamic environmental ethics to be incorporated in the management of the nature
reserve areas as an added value to the current management system. In order to achieve
the stated aim, four objectives were underlined as followed i) to identify the
management of nature reserve areas in Malaysia ii) to assess the Islamic
environmental ethics and principles of nature conservation iii) to compare Islamic
environmental ethics with current management system in order to improve current
situation and iv) to suggest ways to harmonize and enhance current management
system. This study employed a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods,
namely questionnaire surveys and semi structured interviews. The analyses were
carried out using Statistical Package of Social Science (SPSS) and interview analysis.
The site study area of Kuala Sepetang Mangrove Park was selected based on certain
criterions which were further discussed in the study. The findings show a virtuous
practice of certain elements of Islamic environmental ethics in the site study area by
either the management or the local inhabitants whereby it is reflected through several
awards they attained. Due to these reasons, incorporating Islamic environmental ethics
IS seen as the best alternative to harmonize and enhance the management system,
human and environmental needs. Thus, the findings demonstrate three aspects on the
perceptions which are i) management and policy ii) locals’ usage and iii) ethics and
civic awareness. This study has contributed to increase our knowledge on the level of
understanding, responsibility and appreciating the Islamic environmental ethics in
managing the nature reserve areas. The notion of incorporating the Islamic principles
is perceived as an important initiative to harmonize and enhance current management
system.



C,:;J\uvd.a

5k aalarll Sl ) as ) A=V Lol s bl Sy Bl sda J5les
o 2l A 55 Bl s A Sla S5 L abodll sds diay dade)l Sladtl bl
0dn oy el 05y dadal) Slestl bl 5y ALY a2 ol e
Sl bl 55k EOWY) 2t ) 43N Lol mas Bl (s e g2l) 2l )
oo YO G N Oudl e Guidy i)y OlusY) olslas) o &) da bl
Uil (3 deedtl Benlall LU G i3] e B adl 55,0 1 8331 (ol slas o )T 6 L)
(o3l Bl .3 Bahall o dablR) (ool g 2Dl dad) 230N Losll) (s 2
a5 A4 L o) e ES IR WER RN ALY > Nt =Y
ALY o Ao ez i sl szl AU 5151 aUs e Geesd) B b
By L gmal) Ol Ol oy dilaieY olulally @Sy e 5l

el pgall 3 WilaxV) psdl szl daul sy a5la>Y) e U @i
(Mangrove MYB& b By re dibone Lo ;: Vs* Jds s ((SPSS)
Jerddly i3 5 ‘.:sj\} e Hlas u”\"j s Al )l o) >y Park, Kuala Sepetang)
B Lol g Bmn ol S B2 Sla OF el glad Lol I fuadll (3
Pkl IV e Gl WSy Lol 0Ky oYl 18 e el sl
sl el agdl 4= ol ad il oLy i G sl
O LWLy Lazdly OLsY) bl copay AU 5 Y1 plas gewad )
O plisznly 3y0Y) dubw 8y (Ol padl o Gl AW e L)
S s B yme 3305 U Al ) ods Coagul W3y s gy )l =Y (ol
Boaall GLUL 8050 (3 &Y a2 ool iy W g5edly i i
G (3 Rogr 8p30e BdlaY) dnd) A3 (oLl ey 5 S5 el 1y L2

RUSTER PR BN A I N



APPROVAL PAGE

| certify that | have supervised and read this study and that, in my opinion, it conforms
to acceptable standards of scholarly presentation and is fully adequate, in scope and
quality, as a thesis for the degree of Master of Science (Built Environment)

Ismawi Bin Zen
Supervisor

| certify that | have read this study and that, in my opinion, it conforms to acceptable
standards of scholarly presentation and is fully adequate, in scope and quality, as a
thesis for the degree of Master of Science (Built Environment)

Nor Zalina Binti Harun
Internal Examiner

Kamarul Bahrain Bin Shuib
External Examiner

This thesis was submitted to the Department of Landscape Architecture and is
accepted as a fulfilment of the requirement for the degree of Master of Science (Built
Environment)

Zainul Mukrim Bin Baharuddin
Head, Department of Landscape
Architecture

This thesis was submitted to the Kulliyyah of Architecture and Environmental Design
and is accepted as a fulfilment of the requirement for the degree of Master of Science
(Built Environment)

Alias Bin Abdullah
Dean, Kulliyyah of Architecture
and Environmental Design



DECLARATION

| hereby declare that this thesis is the result of my own investigation, except where
otherwise stated. | also declare that it has not been previously or concurrently

submitted as a whole for any other degrees at IIUM or other institutions.

Iman Binti Fadzil

Signature...............ooune Date .....cccoceennnne



INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

DECLARATION OF COPYRIGHT AND AFFIRMATION
OF FAIR USE OF UNPUBLISHED RESEARCH

Copyright © 2015 by Iman Binti Fadzil. All rights reserved.

INCORPORATING ISLAMIC ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS IN THE
MANAGEMENT OF NATURE RESERVE AREAS

No part of this unpublished research may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise without prior written permission of the copyright holder except
as provided below.

1. Any material contained in or derived from this unpublished research may
be used by others in their writing with due acknowledgement.

2. 1IUM or its library will have the right to make and transmit copies (print
or electronic) for institutional and academic purposes.

3. The IIUM library will have the right to make, store in a retrieval system
and supply copies of this unpublished research if requested by other
universities and research libraries.

Affirmed by Iman Binti Fadzil

Signature Date

Vi




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

“oaalll sl dila—w In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious and the Most
Merciful”

Alhamdulillah, all praises to The Almighty Allah SWT, for His will, guidance and
blessing, | am able to finally complete this Master thesis. Salawat and salam to my
beloved Prophet Muhammad P.B.U.H.

| offer my sincerest gratitude to my supervisor, Emeritus Professor Dr. Ismawi
Haji Zen, who had supported me throughout my thesis with his patience and
knowledge. | attribute the level of my Masters degree to his encouragement and effort
and without him this thesis, too, would not have materialized.

| would like to acknowledge to all lecturers in Landscape Architecture
Department for their support and additional guidance. | would also like to convey my
appreciation to my colleagues for their moral support, overflowing ideas and thoughts.
Thank you to all respondents and persons who may have contributed directly or
indirectly throughout my research and may they be rewarded by Allah SWT.

Finally, I owe my utmost gratitude to my parents, Encik Fadzil Awang and
Puan Noliah Mohd. Hussin and all my family members for their encouragement,

continuous support and considerations. May this research contribute at least a little bit
in the field of knowledge and receive barakah from Allah SWT. Amin...

Thank you.

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

N 01 1 Uod USSP ii
ADSEFACE IN ATADIC ....eieiiie ettt ne e nes ii
APPIOVAL PAGE ...ttt ettt ettt et e e e et e e e e re e e e ete s iv
[ =Tod 2T = U1 o] o USRS vV
(010 0) Y T o 0 o= Vo TSRS vi
ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS ... vii
LISt OF TADIES ... e Xi
LISE OF FIQUIES ... bbbt Xiv
List OFf ADDIEVIAtIONS .......c.viiiiiiice e e XV
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION.......coctiiiieeie et 1
I £ (0T [T £ o o SRS 1
1.2 Research BacKgroUnd ..........cccooiiieiiieieicse e 2
1.3 Problem Statement..........cooviiiiieii e 3
T ol (N | o SRS 4
1.5 ReSEArCh ODJECHIVES.......eeiuieieciiece et 4
1.6 RESEAIrCh QUESTIONS.....ccuveivreiieiiiesieeiesiee sttt sneesre e nnes 5
1.7 Scope and Limitation Of StUdY ..........ccccoveviiieiicie e 5
1.8 Research SIgNITICANCE..........coiiiiiiieiee e 6
1.9 RESEAICH STTUCKIUIE ..ot 9
1.20 CONCIUSION ...ttt ne e ae e nrees 10

CHAPTER 2: INCORPORATING ISLAMIC ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS.. 11

200 A 101 (o T [N o1 1 o] o PSPPI 11
2.2 Criteria of Islamic Environmental EthiCS ..........c.ccccoovviiiiiiivi i, 11
2.2.1 Sources of Islamic PrinCiple...........ccooviiiiiiiiiiieeeee 13

2.2. 1.1 THe QUIAN ..eeiitiicie ettt ettt et 13
2.2.1.2The SUNN@N ........cceiiiieeccc e 13

2.2.1.3 [jma’ (CONSENSUS) ....eeverrreriierieaneesieesteaeesieesteeeesseessesssesnesseeas 14

2.2.1.4 Qiyas (ANAIOGY) ..cvereeriieiesiese e 14

2.3 Definitions of Islamic Environmental Ethics and An Islamic Perspective on
Environmental EThiCS .......c.oovveiiiiiieece e 14
2.3.1Environment in ISIam .........ccccoveiiiiiii i 15
2.3.2 Ethics in Dealing with ENVIronment...........ccccooceviniienininiecicien, 17
2.3.3 Islamic Views and Perspectives on Environmental Ethics .............. 19
2.3.4 Elements of Islamic Environmental EthicS...........cccccoviveviiieieennenn, 22
2.3.4.1 AMAnah/TIUSE ....ccvviiieieece s 23
2.3.4.2BalanCe .....cveeciiice s 23

2.3.4.3 CONSEIVALION .....ccvieiiieiie et 24

2.3.4.4 MOCEIAtION ....c.vieviecieeie et 25

2.3.4.5 Respect Of RIGNTS......ccoiiiiieiieiecieee e 26

viii



2.4 Similarities and Differences of Islamic Perspectives of Nature Conservation

With WESLErN PErsSPECIVES. ......cviieieieiierie e 29
2.5 Significance of Islamic Environmental Ethics in Conserving Nature......... 33
2.6 CONCIUSION ...ttt nee s 35
CHAPTER 3: MANAGEMENT OF NATURE RESERVE AREAS.................... 36
200 [ 11 oo [0 od o] PSPPSR 36
3.2 General Understanding of Nature Reserve Areas..........cccocevveveseesieeinenn 36
3.3 General Issues in Management of Nature Reserve Areas ..........c.cccoceeuenne. 38
3.4 Current Law and Ordinance in Malaysia...........ccccocevveresieeiieesssiee e 39
3.5 Management from The Islamic Perspectives...........cccocevereniiinnniieiennenn, 40
3.5 L DEFINITION .o 40
3.5.2 The Principles of Islamic Management...........cccoeviieiininiiniciienn, 41
3.6 Lesson on Nature Reserve Areas from The Prophet PBUH....................... 42
3.6.1 Islamic Criteria and Management of Mahmeyet..............ccoceeeiennn, 44
3.6.2 The Concept of HIMa’........cccccoviiiiiiie e 45

3.7 Comparisons of Islamic and Conventional Management of Nature Reserve
AATBAS ... ne e 46
3.8 CONCIUSION ...t enes 50
CHAPTER 4: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....cccooiiiiiiiiese s 51
0 L1 0o [ od o] PSSR 51
4.2 RESEAICH DESION ...ovviiicie ettt 51
4.3 Research Development Framework............cocooviieiiinenenencseseeeeeeee 52
O 1 (=3 (110 | OSSR 53
4.5 QUESTIONNAITE .....eveeeieeiieiieeieeteeste e e eee et e et e s e steeeesneesreeeeeneesreeeeanes 55
4.5.1 QUESLIONNAITE DESIGN ......oiviiiiiie et 55
4.5.2 T Reliability of the QUESTION.........cccooiiiiiiiice e 56
4.5.3 Research POPUIAtION............cceiieiieiicic e 56
4.5.4 Sampling TEChNIQUE..........ccoiiiiii e 57
4.6 INTEIVIBW ...ttt 58
4.6.1 INTEIVIEW DESIGN ...ttt 59
4.7 SECONAArY Data......ccveeiiiciiciie et 61
4.8 Triangulation DESION ......ccveiiieiieiie et 61
4.9 Methods and ANAIYSIS .......ccviiiiiiiie e 62
4,10 CONCIUSTON ...ttt ettt sttt ee s 65
CHAPTER 5: DATA AND ANALYSIS ..o 66
5.1 INTrOTUCTION. ...ttt ettt nre s 66
5.2 Respondents’ Profile.........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiic e 67

5.3 The Islamic Environmental Ethics in the Nature Reserve Areas

MaANAGEMENT ... 72
5.3.1 AMANANTTIUSE.....oiiiiieiie e 72
5.3.2 BAlANCE ..o e 73
5.3.3 CONSEIVALION ...ttt et 75
5.3.4 MOGEIALION ...t 76



5.3.5 Respect OF RIGNLS ...c.voiveeiicice e 78

5.4 The Ethics and Civic Awareness of The LocalS.........c.cccooeviiiiiiniciininn, 79
5.5 The Relationship of Management and Policy, Benefits and Use to Locals
and Ethic and CiVIC AWAIENESS .........ueiverieiieieerieseeseesiesessree e sreesreenaens 83
5.6 Findings from INtEIVIEW .........ccoieiiiieiicc e 96
5.7 Current Management Policies of The KSMP ..., 97
5.8 Harmonizing Existing Policy with Islamic Environmental Ethics............. 98
5.9 Awareness and Ethics of Local People of Kuala Sepetang..................... 100
5.10 Recommendation for Further Enhancement...........ccocovvvevininneiinnienn, 102
5.11 CONCIUSTON ...ttt sttt neenne e 103

CHAPTER 6: INTERPRETATION, RECOMMENDATION AND

CONCLUSION ...ttt e et e et e e e nna e e s neeeaneeeas 105
6.1 INEFOAUCTION. ....c.vitiitiiiiitieieee ettt bbb 105
6.2 Interpretation Of FINAINGS .....ccoooviiiiiiieieee e, 106
6.2.1 Existing Management and POLICY.........cccccevveiiiiieie i, 107

6.2.2 Harmonizing Existing Policy with Islamic Values and
Environmental EtNICS .........covviiiiiiiiicieee e 108
6.2.3 Awareness and Ethics of Local People ..., 109
6.3 Suggestions for Further Improvements ..........c.ccccooeveeveevesieve e, 109
6.3.1 Suggestions from Local Inhabitants...........cccocoeeiiiiiniiiee, 110
6.3.2 Suggestions from Management Authorities...........cccocevvveieiienen, 112
6.4 Thoughts from The Muslim Scholars..........ccccceoeiiiiiiiice, 113
6.5 Recommendations and Improvements to the Study ...........cccccceveveiieennenn, 115
6.6 Further Research Considerations...........ccocuviiririenenc e, 117
6.7 CONCIUSION ...t e 118
BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt e e 121
APPENDIX A ettt ettt bbbt 126
N o N1 ) G = TR 132
APPENDIX € .ttt bbb ne et 134
APPENDIX D ..ottt n e ne et 135
APPENDIX E oottt e e e a e ennes 136



LIST OF TABLES

Table No. Page No
2.1 Legislative Principles 12
2.2 A Summary of the Islamic Environmental Ethics 22
2.3 Elements of Islamic Environmental Ethics 27
2.4 Summary of Differences on Western and Islamic point of views 31
2.5 Differences between Islamic and Conventional Management 32

3.1 The definition, categories and main functions of protected areas 37
established by IUCN and World Congress on Nature reserve areas
and Protected Areas (CNPPA)

3.2 Purposes of Protected Areas 38
3.3 Islamic and Conventional Management 48
4.1 Respondents 53
4.2 Cronbach’s Alpha 56
4.3 Population and Number of Sampling 57
4.4 Respondent Interview 59
4.5 The Development of Interview Design 60
4.6 Method of Analysis 63
51 Demographic data for Kuala Sepetang 68
5.2 Descriptive table of cross-tabulation of age with length of stay for 69
Kuala Sepetang
5.3 Descriptive table of respondents’ job relation to mangrove 69
5.4 Detailed description on the respondents’ field of work related to 70
mangrove
55 Descriptive table of types of contribution of KSMP to the locals 71

Xi



5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

5.10

5.11

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

5.16

5.17

5.18

5.19

5.20

521

5.22

5.23

5.24

6.1

6.2

Descriptive table of respondents’ viewpoints on Amanah
Descriptive table of respondents’ viewpoints on Balance
Descriptive table of respondents’ viewpoints on Conservation
Descriptive table of respondents’ viewpoints on Moderation
Descriptive table of respondents’ viewpoints on Respect of Rights

Descriptive table of respondents’ level of Ethics and Civic
Awareness

Correlations test between current management policy and the five
Islamic principle of nature conservation

Representation of Variables in Policy and Management
Indication of Correlation Strength

Indication of Strong Relationship Correlation (Policy and
Management)

Indication of Strong Relationship Correlation (Policy and
Management)

Correlations test between benefit to locals and the five Islamic
principle of nature conservation

Representation of Variables in Benefit and Use of the Locals

Indication of Strong Relationship Correlation (Benefit and Use of
the Locals)

Indication of Moderate Relationship Correlation (Benefit and Use
of the Locals)

Correlations test between ethics and civic awareness of the locals
Representation of Variables in Ethics and Civic Awareness

Indication of Moderate Relationship Correlation (Ethics and Civic
Awareness)

Respondent Interview
Suggestions from local Inhabitants

Suggestions from management authorities

xii

73

74

76

77

81

82

83

83

84

85

88

89

89

91

93

94

94

96

110

112



6.3 Aspects and recommendations 115

6.4 The Summary of Findings for Each Objective 118

Xiii



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure No.

1.1 Summary of Research Significance

1.2 Research Structure

4.1 Map of Kuala Sepetang Mangrove Park

4.2 Triangulation Design

51 Contribution of Kuala Sepetang Mangrove Park

Xiv

Page No

54
62

71



KSMP

NR

AFO

SF

GO

Al

A2

Bl

B2

C1

C2

C3

C4

M1

M2

R1

R2

LAl

LA2

LB1

LB2

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Kuala Sepetang Mangrove Park
Natural resources

Assistant Forest Officer

Senior Forester

Forester

General Officer

Trust in KSMP Management
Effectiveness of KSMP Policy

KSMP Policy Protect KSMP Ecosystem
KSMP Values the Locals

KSMP Policy Preserve Flora & Fauna

KSMP Policy Conserve Flora & Fauna

KSMP Policy Effective in Conserving Flora & Fauna

KSMP Policy Effective in Preserving Flora & Fauna

KSMP Safeguard Natural Resources
Locals Respect KSMP Resource Policy
KSMP Protect Locals Rights

KSMP Protect Environment Rights

Locals feel responsible to take care of KSMP

Goodness of KSMP is a collective responsibility

Locals recreational activities do not disturb ecosystem

Locals satisfied with the restrictions policy

XV



LC1

LC2

LM1

LM2

LR1

LR2

El

E2

E3

E4

ES

E6

E7

E8

Locals help preserving and conserving natural resources (NR)

Locals are given the opportunity to voice their opinion to Park
Management

Locals and outsiders do not use NR arbitrary

Locals respect restrictions policy set by park management

Locals respect KSMP Management Policies

Locals appreciate cleanliness of KSMP

Locals are aware of KSMP Management Policies

Locals agree with KSMP Management Policies

Locals are satisfies with KSMP Management Policies

Locals comply with the policies set by the Management of KSMP
Locals are aware of the importance of natural balance

Many locals take part in activities organized by Park
Management

KSMP has become the pride of the locals

KSMP increase locals’ appreciation towards NR

XVi



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

11 INTRODUCTION

This chapter explains the aim, objectives and research questions on the idea of
incorporating Islamic environmental ethics in the management of nature reserve areas
in terms of management and policy, benefit and use of the locals as well as ethics and
civic awareness. This research focuses on incorporating Islamic environmental ethics
in the management of nature reserve areas. Incorporating Islamic environmental ethics
in this study is defined as the idea of integrating the elements of Islamic
environmental ethics and practices as an added value to the current management
system. Incorporating Islamic principles in the management of nature reserve areas is
perceived as an initiative to harmonize and enhance current policies as well as to
prosper both human and nature. It is important to incorporate Islamic environmental
ethics as it holds the key to people’s ethics and the environmental well-being. A
management system or policy cannot be considered as an ultimate success if they fail
to comply in line with Syari’ah. Therefore this study is conducted to deliver
understanding towards the importance of incorporating Islamic environmental ethics
in the management of nature reserve areas in order to harmonize and enhance current

policies as well as to prosper both human and nature.



12 RESEARCH BACKGROUND

Nowadays, the environmental issues are more likely to appear as one of the most
significant event for the world. Environmental problems for instance, pollutions,
global warming and waste management are the main issues for discussion amongst the
Muslim’s scholars due to environmental destruction and consumption are threatening
all humanity. According to Callicott (1982) and (1989), the mainstream of the world
religions has started to construct an environmental ethics based on religious values as
a reaction to the challenge of the environmental crisis. His statement has been
supported by Capra (1984) when he further explained that the study of the aspect of
nature and its relevance to environmental ethics has increased in recent eras as a result
of this arising awareness. Nevertheless, nature reserve areas or protected areas are
playing an important role to protect and preserve the elements of biodiversity of
natural environment and the management of nature reserve areas still one of the big
challenges yet to be enhanced and improved (Ghimire and Pimbert, 1994). These
opinions strengthen the needs of having a set of environmental ethics that govern
humans’ acts towards natural environment.

This research deals with the Islamic environmental ethics, management of
nature reserve areas as well as locals’ ethics and awareness. This section will elaborate
on the Islamic principles of nature conservation and environmental ethics. Then, it
continues on describing and evaluating management plans and initiatives of nature
reserve areas. Next it will highlight the relationship between the Islamic
environmental ethics and the current nature reserve areas management.

In explaining the principles conserving nature through the perspective of Islam
which had been underlined by the Almighty Allah, theories, application and

chronological events related to environment and by what means to cope with it and



what’s inside it will be elaborated in great details. This is to supply information
needed in order to enhance and add value to the current management of nature reserve
areas which infused into it the Islamic principle of environmental management.

The principles that Islamic environmental management perspective suggests to
conserve nature are based on Islamic environmental ethics explain and demonstrate
how humans should behave and treat the natural surrounding around them. This idea
can be implemented in the management and conservation of the environment whereby
both human and nature is equally benefited each other (1zzi Deen, 1990).

This research has identified the gaps in the previous findings, whereby, the
current management plans and initiatives can be improve by integrating Islamic
principle of environmental management as a basic guidelines to the existing approach.
Furthermore, this research will discuss the Islamic view of environment and its
significance for an environmental ethics. Later, the Islamic understanding of natural

environment and the role of humankind as khalifah on earth will be discussed further.

13 PROBLEM STATEMENT
This research mainly aims at achieving the stated objectives since there is no study yet
in incorporating Islamic environmental ethics in the management system of nature
reserve areas. This does not imply that the current management is failing. Islamic
environmental ethic adds values to the conventional management (Zaini Ujang,Seyyed
Hossein Nasr & Ziauddin Sardar,1993).

At the moment, there are no written enactment/regulations incorporating
Islamic principles into nature reserve areas management system. This study can

become an approach to harmonize scientific and value based practices. As Malaysia is



an Islamic country, so we feel more comfortable to integrate Islamic teachings into
our daily affairs. This research intends to provide both human and environmental
well-being by prospering and respecting both rights.

In Islam, man and the cosmos are in unity, harmony and complement each
other. In this case, prevent water pollution, planting trees and loves animals suggest
the same benefits as giving food to the needy. To suggest some steps to be taken to
face this problem in Islam, lzzi Deen (1990) and Sayyed Hossien Nasr (1976)
mentioned that the first step is the Islamic wisdom of nature must be formulated in the
language appropriate to the current situation. Second, awareness of the teachings of
the Syari’ah relating to the treatment of the natural environment must be extended and

the law of nature care is determined based on the teachings of Syari’ah.

14 RESEARCH AIM

The goal of the research is to examine the Islamic environmental ethics to be
incorporated in the management of the nature reserve areas as an added value to the
current management system. It is hoped that the research will present an effective
model of management system which prosper both human and natural environment as
well as enhancing current management system to ensure environmental and social

well-being.

15 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
The objectives are outlines as follows:
i. To assess the Islamic environmental ethics and principles of nature

conservation in term of their contribution in protection of the environment.



ii.  To understand the management of nature reserve areas in Malaysia.
iii.  To compare Islamic environmental ethics with current management system.
iv.  To recommend improvements on current management of nature reserve areas

in Malaysia according to Islamic environmental ethics.

1.6 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The main questions is to indicate the channels and methods appropriate and desirable
in assessing current management initiatives and approaches of nature reserve areas,
locals’ ethics and awareness as well as the elements of Islamic environmental ethics.
I.  What are the elements of Islamic environmental ethics?

ii.  How do Islamic environmental ethics contribute to protection of environment?

iii.  How does the management of nature reserve areas in Malaysia operate?

iv.  How do Islamic environmental ethics relate to current management system?

v. How Islamic environmental ethics improve current management of nature

reserve areas in Malaysia?

1.7 SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF STUDY

The research focuses on assessing current management of nature reserve areas, the
idea of Islamic environmental ethics in environmental management as well as local
inhabitants’ ethics and awareness. The word local inhabitants refer only to the local
people staying in and around the nature reserve areas. While management plans refer
to supervision approaches and initiatives set by the park’s authorities and management

board.



To begin with the research will gather literatures and works which discuss
theory, issues, and significance of Islamic environmental ethics and local inhabitants’
ethics and awareness. Later the research will identify the relationship of the Islamic
environmental ethics and local inhabitants’ ethics and awareness in nature
management and conservation. The research will gather data on the characters and
attributes of the Islamic environmental ethics and local inhabitants in and around the
nature reserve areas. This is to assist in discovering suitable approaches in improving
current nature reserve areas management which incorporating Islamic environmental
ethics into it.

The research will then indicate the existing condition of nature reserve areas
management. To do so, the research gathers and assesses information on the
effectiveness of current management plans by collecting views and opinion from local
inhabitants as well as the management authorities. Additionally, information on the
vibrancy and persistence of the nature reserve areas management are also vital for the
study. This is to acknowledge the present state of management initiatives of the nature
reserve areas and to assess its contribution towards tackling local interests to

participate in park’s activities and programs.

1.8 RESEARCH SIGNIFICANCE

The environment is an important area that will get the attention of the whole world by
the arrival of the 21st century. In such circumstances, Muslims need philosophical
framework and a clear concept about the environment. This framework is needed
because recently these various schools of thought regarding the environment or

environmentalism are sprouting in the West. In fact, in some aspects,



environmentalism is a new "religion™ at the West. Recognizing this situation, Muslims
must realize that environmental consciousness movement in the world today are not
all parallel touch with Islam, particularly with regard to deep ecology and
environmentalism itself (Zaini Ujang, 1992).

In addition, the awareness of the environment among the Muslims are very
shallow, and the fact that lags that of Western society's awareness. With such a
superficial awareness is most likely part of which shallow basic awareness will be
influenced by the trace notion of "religion” of Western environmentalism. This is
certainly contrary to the aspirations of Tawhid which is not anchored to the
understanding of Islam accurately (Seyyed Hossein Nasr, 1978; Zaini Ujang, 1992).

Therefore, efforts to provide the framework and concepts about the
environment from the perspective of Islam should be done immediately. In this study,
Seyyed Hossein Nasr (1968 and 1978) expresses his view of the environmental crisis
in his writing when he tried to unite the Islamic cosmology with modern
environmental crisis. According to him, the Western’s secular view is very contrary to
the view of Islam about nature. Referring to the Islamic worldview, he stressed the
importance of the Quran relating to the environment and the things about it. In this
case, nature is also present in the revelation of the Quran and other forms of nature, as
man is assigned as a witness. Similarly, the phenomenon of the natural world and the
happenings in the soul is, Ayatullah. With regards to the environment, he cites the
verse "And whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth is Allah’s, and
Allah encompasses all things” (The Quran, 4:126). He is the Most Covers, and the
modern environmental crisis is a result of the rejection of God as the Most Covers. By
highlighting the role of the vicegerent in this crisis, Sayyed Hossien Nasr (1997) said

that if the man as a vicegerent devoting role entrusted to him, as a servant of God,



then nothing is more harmful to the natural environment other than God's caliph
himself.

Therefore, Islamic environmental ethics is viewed as being the best alternative
for the environmental management and in particular for the management of nature
reserve areas as one of the component of nature. This should be seen as an act of
justice as Malaysia recognizes herself as an Islamic country which reported in
Malaysia Demographic Profile 2013 is inhabited by more than 29.46 million
inhabitants in whom 60.4 percent of the population are Muslims. Retrieved Feb 13,
2013, from http://www.indexmundi.com/malaysia/demographic_profile.html. (refer to
appendix A).

Above all, this would be the translation of Islamization of knowledge through

the management system. Figure 1.1 shows the summary of the research significance.

Ensure well-being of
mankind (as Islam is the
way of life)

Harmonizing and enhancing
current management system
(add value to management
system)

Translation of Khilafah mission
in term of sustainability of the
environment

PURPOSE OF INCORPORATING ISLAMIC
PRINCIPLES INTO MANAGEMENT OF
NATURE RESERVE AREAS

Implementation of
Islamization of knowledge
through the management
system

Prospering both human
and nature

Protecting the rights of
neighbour (local inhabitants
who live in and around nature
reserve areas

Figure 1.1: Summary of Research Significance
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