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ABSTRACT

Extant studies on the Hausa traditional houses dealt more with the physical aspects
such as finishing, roofing, decoration and other socio cultural aspects. Although of
necessity, there were occasional mentions of the influences of Islam on Hausa
traditional architecture in some of these studies. However, these were implicit rather
than explicit. This study investigated the impact of Islam on the form and architectural
character of the urban Hausa traditional house in northern Nigeria using the kasar
Katsina urban traditional house as a case study. Using the non-Muslim rural house as
a baseline in the area, the study traces the house evolution in time series since the
introduction of Islam. The study identified and explained how the Islamic built
environment criteria from the Shari’ah sources were applied in the traditional house
building process. Through an extensive field survey, a total of 212 house samples
were documented and observed, 120 household heads were administered
questionnaires, and 20 key informants were interviewed. Results of the data analysis
shows thirty seven generic architectural characters, three Hausa traditional house
prototypes based on the frequency occurrences of their architectural characters and six
house typologies based on their Islamic criteria response. The quantitative data
analysis used as supporting evidence, also shows that the urban Hausa traditional
house positively responds to the socio-cultural and environmental needs of the
occupants; which is an Islamic housing criteria. Conclusively, therefore, these
findings indicated that as in the case of traditional houses in the Arabic —Islamic
traditional cities, Islam is the key factor in the evolution, form and the architectural
character of the urban Hausa traditional house, relegating climatic conditions, type of
building materials and available technology as modifying factors.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter introduces the research. It is divided into nine parts consisting of
background of the study, statement of the problem, research objectives, research
questions and hypothesis, the research significance, limitations and lastly, chapter
summary. The chapter started by briefly tracing the historical evolution of the early
human settlements using the African context, as an illustration. It then explains factors
that affect the evolution of houses from different cultures. Statement of the research
problem was explained as well as the objectives the research intends to achieve. The
limitation of the research and significance of the expected outcome were also

discussed.

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

The need for protection against the elements of the climate and other environmental
hazards were the primary aim of man’s search for shelter which he found in two
forms; the first is the readymade in the form of caves and the second one was built by
himself according to his needs and available materials from his immediate
surroundings. Taking Africa as an example, early settlements of man dates from the
Neolithic period, the period which coincided with when man began to make a living
through farming, using simple tools to assist him till the land. For example, in the Nile
valley of Egypt, permanent settlements of farmers were established as early between
5000 and 400 B.C (Shillington, 1989 cited in Elleh, 1997). Prior to this period

however, cave settlements were some of the early settlements scattered in the Sahara



desert as evidenced by the archeological cave paintings found (Elleh, 1997). Houses
which were transitory in nature were later built after the desiccation of the Sahara
along the Nile such as round huts, rectangular houses built of reeds and grass, and
tents (Elleh, 1997). The first evolution processes of houses, therefore, were from the
caves to tents to circular and oval huts to rigid rectangular houses in each case
responding to the needs of the people, available materials, constructional technology
and cultural values as societies got more complex (Elleh, 1997).

Other factors came to play in the determination of the form of shelter as the
society became more complex, such as behavioral, cultural, spiritual values, and
religious ideals of the people (Omar, 2006). As a result, the character of traditional
built environment, especially housing has been interpreted by scholars to be a product
of two principal factors; physical and social (Rapoport, 1969, 1976, 1977). In other
words, houses evolved in response to one or more of the following physical factors;
the need for shelter, building materials available, level of construction technology of
the people, and the climate of the area. Economic, defense, and religious belief
constitute the social factors. According to Rapoport (1969), the physical factors such
as materials, construction and technology were more of modifying factors than
determinants, which means they only facilitate certain decisions. He further argued
that one factor may not be entirely responsible for housing evolution process but in
combination with other factors, but that one factor could be dominant while others
could serve as modifying factors. This position was corroborated by other scholars
such as Moustapha (2007) and Spahic (2004). They argued that the religion of Islam
was the sole force which furnishes the Islamic built environment with both its essence
and identity, accordingly “relegating the indigenous geographical, climatic, social and

other inherited factors as ancillary”. The works of scholars indicate that different



factors could play a dominant role in the evolution of housing given the same
geographical location and climate.

Akeel (2007), traced the evolution of the Arab house from its basic form, the
Arabic tent in what he refers to as the ‘Islamic house morphology’. He identified nine
stages of this evolution. The first three stages indicated the Arabic tent and how it was
used in the early period as a dwelling. The fourth stage indicated the evolution of
exposed freestanding built room(s). The fifth and sixth stages indicated the evolution
of ancillary architectural characters such as a veranda, while stage seven indicated the
evolution of the perimeter fence, the first privacy element. Privacy screen at the
entrance to prevent direct visual intrusion evolved in stage eight, while in the last
stage the open air majlis (the male reception areas) was moved and attached to the
perimeter fence. He identified the Islamic requirements that relate to housing, for
example, privacy of the women, and separation of male and female spaces, as the
dominant force that gave the Arabic traditional house its form which evolved from the
Arabic tent. In other words, the Arabic tent evolved into its present form due to Islam,
and in response to other ancillary factors such as the climate and available building
materials as modifiers.

Various factors came to play in the evolution of the contemporary courtyard
house as suggested by Atillio (2006). He identified the elementary cell of the house as
the most basic form from which houses evolved into a courtyard house through
various stages and due to various factors. According to him, the evolution process of
this elementary cell leads to the formation of row houses, apartment houses and
courtyard dwelling. In the evolution process, the elementary cell was being
transformed into built up rooms either on the side or opposite the cell. This was to

achieve additional spaces for families. He also traced the evolution of apartment



houses from the elementary cell which according to him was to contain commercial
activities through the provision of shops in the frontage of the house.

The traditional house evolved initially in response to cultural values with
other factors such as the climate and adaptability to location and building materials in
a modifying role such as the Malay traditional house. It was essentially influenced by
the way of sitting and almost doing everything on the floor (Mohamad, Kamaruddin,
Syed, Ra’alah & Gurupiah, 2005). For example, the Malay sits, sleeps, has his meals
and walks barefooted in the house. This posture of sitting was responsible for the
floor-sill level window which allows visual access in a sitting position (Mohamad, et
al, 2005). At a later stage the house was transformed to accommodate the Islamic way
of life, especially in the provision of separate reception areas for male in the front
Serambi gantung and female at the rear parts of the house Rumah tengah (Mohamad,
et al, 2005; Zaiton & Ahmad, 2007)

Pre-existing houses could also transform due to the influence of surrounding
activities such as commerce and trade. An example of this is in the works of Moukhtar
(2008), in the central part of Nigeria. In this study, the Gbagi traditional houses were
found to have transformed into rental housing due to the influx of people into Abuja,
the new Federal Capital of Nigeria as civil servants from the former capital, Lagos
moved into the city. The Gbagi people living in the Peri-urban Abuja converted their
traditional houses by adding rooms, shops and other spaces such as kitchen, which
were not present before to accommodate the needs of the tenants. The transformation
here is essentially for economic reasons.

The role of family kinship in the evolution of houses has also been identified in
a longitudinal study on the Hausa traditional houses, the subject of this research, by

Schwertdfeger (1971, 1976). In the study, he identified the evolution trends of the





