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ABSTRACT 

Universities today have been planned and developed with the presence of open spaces 

which help to attain the university goal of being a conducive learning environment. 

This study focuses on the physical development plan of campus courtyards as an 

effective outdoor feature in shaping student life. It is seen as a step to promote a 

sustainable living and a better learning environment. With the motto of ‗Garden of 

Knowledge and Virtue‘, with courtyards as one of the compulsory components of the 

campus design, this research project selected International Islamic University in 

Malaysia (IIUM) as a case study. Being one of the major open space components, the 

research contends that courtyards on campuses also provide students with a healthy 

ecosystem, cultural services and a variety of benefits from nature. Nonetheless, there 

are weaknesses and limitations to the landscape design and planning of courtyards. A 

preliminary survey shows that less attention was paid to preparing courtyards as 

outdoor learning areas, resulting to less community engagement whilst remain as an 

unused space on campus. Therefore, this study aims to explore the contribution of 

cultural ecosystem services towards the physical characteristics of a campus courtyard 

as a students learning environment. Three objectives have been formulated in order to 

achieve the aim; to study the contribution of cultural ecosystem services provided by 

campus courtyards, to investigate the physical characteristics of the campus courtyard 

as a student learning environment and to recommend design guidelines for campus 

courtyards to support learning activities. The study employed a mixed-method 

approach which consisted of a survey questionnaire, a site inventory and observation. 

A survey questionnaire was distributed to 400 students from the six faculties in IIUM. 

The site inventory implies a checklist on three aspects which are design of courtyard, 

activities and students behaviour and natural elements. For the observation, documents 

on student activities and behaviour in the courtyard are captured using photography. 

The findings indicate three weaknesses of design and planning namely unattractive 

layout, lack of natural elements and inadequate hardscape element for study purposes. 

Further findings reveal four major important aspects to increase the level of utilisation 

of courtyards: seating choices, shaded trees, water elements and courtyard landscape 

design. Despite its weaknesses, the study illustrates three salient benefits of courtyards 

as a learning environment. First, the courtyard is perceived to be the platform that 

elevates the quality of student learning. Secondly, the findings also reveal frequent 

utilisation of the courtyard by students enables them to enhance the quality of social 

interaction with their friends and lecturers and finally fulfilling their physical and 

psychological wellbeing. In conclusion, the study provides a foundation to help 

determine a more open space provision in campus development that will promote 

cultural ecosystem services. 
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 ملخص

 

 

لجبهؼبد اليْم ّرطْيشُب هغ ّجْد هسبحبد هفزْحخ رسبػذ ػلٔ قذ رن الزخطيظ لل

رحقيق ُذف الجبهؼخ الوزوضل في مًِْب ثيئخ رؼليويخ هْاريخ. ّرشمض ُزٍ الذساسخ ػلٔ 

 الخصبئص هيخطخ الزٌويخ الوبديخ هي سبحبد الحشم الجبهؼي ثبػزجبسُب هيضح 

أًِب خطْح لزؼضيض ػيش  فؼبلخ في رشنيل حيبح الطلاة. ّيٌظش إليِب ػلٔال الخبسجيخ

 سبحخهغ ّالفضيلخ"، ّسزذام ّثيئخ رؼليويخ أفضل. هغ شؼبس "حذيقخ الوؼشفخ ه

ُزا  بسياخزفلقذ رن ثبػزجبسُب ّاحذح هي الونًْبد الإلضاهيخ لزصوين الحشم الجبهؼي، 

مًِْب ّهغ دساسخ حبلخ. ثْصفِب هبليضيب  الؼبلويخلجبهؼخ الإسلاهيخ لالوششّع الجحضي 

في  ّجْد سبحخأى  إلٔ الجحش يزُتخ، الشئيس خونًْبد الوفزْحالهي ّاحذح 

خذهبد صقبفيخ ّهجوْػخ هزٌْػخ ّ، بصحي بثيئي بد الطلاة ًظبهرضّالجبهؼبد أيضب 

هي الفْائذ هي الطجيؼخ. ّهغ رلل، ٌُبك ًقبط ضؼف ّقيْد ػلٔ رصوين الوٌبظش 

إيلاء اُزوبم أقل لإػذاد  ّلي أًَ رنالأوسح هي ال. يظِش السبحبدالطجيؼيخ ّرخطيظ 

، هوب أدٓ إلٔ هشبسمخ الوجزوغ أقل في حيي هفزْحخ ثيئخموٌبطق الزؼلن في  سبحخ

غيش هسزخذهخ في الحشم الجبهؼي. لزلل، رِذف ُزٍ الذساسخ إلٔ  سبحخرجقٔ 

اسزنشبف هسبُوخ خذهبد الٌظن الإينْلْجيخ الضقبفيخ ًحْ الخصبئص الفيضيبئيخ 

صلاصخ أُذاف لزحقيق  ّضؼذلطلاة. ّقذ لذٓ ازؼلن المجيئخ  الحشم الجبهؼي لسبحبد

ُزا الِذف؛ دساسخ هسبُوخ خذهبد الٌظن الإينْلْجيخ الضقبفيخ الزي رقذهِب ثبحبد 

الحشم الجبهؼي مجيئخ  لسبحبدلزحقيق في الخصبئص الفيضيبئيخ ّاالحشم الجبهؼي، 

الجبهؼي لذػن أًشطخ رْصيخ إسشبداد الزصوين لأثٌيخ الحشم ّالطلاة لذٓ زؼلن ال

هخزلظ يزألف هي اسزجبًخ اسزقصبئيخ، ّجشد ثحضي الذساسخ هٌِجب  ّّظفذالزؼلن. 

طبلت هي النليبد السذ في الوؼِذ  044ػلٔ  خبًاسزجللوْقغ ّالوشاقجخ. ّرن رْصيغ 

ُي ّالذّلي للطت الٌفسي. يزضوي جشد الوْقغ قبئوخ هشجؼيخ ػلٔ صلاصخ جْاًت 

رن فقذ للوشاقجخ،  أهب خ ّسلْك الطلاة ّالؼٌبصش الطجيؼيخ.ّالأًشط السبحخرصوين 

ثبسزخذام الزصْيش  السبحخالزقبط ّصبئق ػي الأًشطخ الطلاثيخ ّالسلْك في 

ضؼف في الزصوين ّالزخطيظ ُّي الالفْرْغشافي. ّرشيش الٌزبئج إلٔ صلاس ًقبط 

ثي رخطيظ غيش جزاة، ًّقص الؼٌبصش الطجيؼيخ، ّػذم مفبيخ ػٌصش ُبسدسنب

لأغشاض الذساسخ. ّرنشف ًزبئج أخشٓ ػي أسثؼخ جْاًت ُبهخ لضيبدح هسزْٓ 

خيبساد الجلْط ّالأشجبس الوظللخ ّػٌبصش الويبٍ ّرصوين  السبحخ هياسزخذام 

الوٌبظش الطجيؼيخ للفٌبء. ػلٔ الشغن هي ًقبط ضؼفَ، رْضح الذساسخ صلاصخ فْائذ 

ٌصخ رشفغ هي ه بإلٔ السبحبد ػلٔ أًِثبسصح هي السبحبد مجيئخ رؼليويخ. أّلا، يٌظش 

لسبحبد هي لجْدح رؼلن الطلاة. صبًيب، مشفذ الٌزبئج أيضب ػي الاسزخذام الوزنشس 

، ّالوحبضشييقجل الطلاة رونٌِن هي رؼضيض ًْػيخ الزفبػل الاجزوبػي هغ أصذقبئِن 

لوسبػذح في ّأخيشا الْفبء ثسلاهزِن الجذًيخ ّالٌفسيخ. في الخزبم، رْفش الذساسخ أسبسب ل

رحذيذ رْفيش هسبحخ أمضش اًفزبحب في رطْيش الحشم الجبهؼي هي شأًِب أى رؼضص 

 .خذهبد الٌظن الإينْلْجيخ الضقبفيخ
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1 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses a study on cultural ecosystem services contribution to campus 

courtyard for students‘ learning environment. It is divided into ten sections which are 

background of study, problem statements, research questions, aim, objectives, 

significant of research, research scope and limitation, research gap, research 

methodology, organization of the research and summary. 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

 

Open spaces nowadays are an effective outdoor feature in shaping the quality of lives 

of the communities. It meets the current needs of the new generations by providing a 

balanced ecosystem and environment and enhancing the social and economic values. 

They are widely designed in Malaysia to develop a ground for the communities to 

conduct social and recreational activities (Abd-Razak, et.al, 2011). People can benefit 

from the open spaces in terms of physical health, social functioning, youth 

development, positive environmental and economic impacts (National Recreation and 

Park Association, 2010). 

 Nowadays, people rather choose to live in a high-density dwelling within the 

urban footprints for various reasons especially because of the surrounding 

environment. The designs and planning of urban areas provide exposures to green 

areas and public spaces that enable them to facilitate daily needs and enable them to 


