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ABSTRACT

Universities today have been planned and developed with the presence of open spaces
which help to attain the university goal of being a conducive learning environment.
This study focuses on the physical development plan of campus courtyards as an
effective outdoor feature in shaping student life. It is seen as a step to promote a
sustainable living and a better learning environment. With the motto of ‘Garden of
Knowledge and Virtue’, with courtyards as one of the compulsory components of the
campus design, this research project selected International Islamic University in
Malaysia (IITUM) as a case study. Being one of the major open space components, the
research contends that courtyards on campuses also provide students with a healthy
ecosystem, cultural services and a variety of benefits from nature. Nonetheless, there
are weaknesses and limitations to the landscape design and planning of courtyards. A
preliminary survey shows that less attention was paid to preparing courtyards as
outdoor learning areas, resulting to less community engagement whilst remain as an
unused space on campus. Therefore, this study aims to explore the contribution of
cultural ecosystem services towards the physical characteristics of a campus courtyard
as a students learning environment. Three objectives have been formulated in order to
achieve the aim; to study the contribution of cultural ecosystem services provided by
campus courtyards, to investigate the physical characteristics of the campus courtyard
as a student learning environment and to recommend design guidelines for campus
courtyards to support learning activities. The study employed a mixed-method
approach which consisted of a survey questionnaire, a site inventory and observation.
A survey questionnaire was distributed to 400 students from the six faculties in HUM.
The site inventory implies a checklist on three aspects which are design of courtyard,
activities and students behaviour and natural elements. For the observation, documents
on student activities and behaviour in the courtyard are captured using photography.
The findings indicate three weaknesses of design and planning namely unattractive
layout, lack of natural elements and inadequate hardscape element for study purposes.
Further findings reveal four major important aspects to increase the level of utilisation
of courtyards: seating choices, shaded trees, water elements and courtyard landscape
design. Despite its weaknesses, the study illustrates three salient benefits of courtyards
as a learning environment. First, the courtyard is perceived to be the platform that
elevates the quality of student learning. Secondly, the findings also reveal frequent
utilisation of the courtyard by students enables them to enhance the quality of social
interaction with their friends and lecturers and finally fulfilling their physical and
psychological wellbeing. In conclusion, the study provides a foundation to help
determine a more open space provision in campus development that will promote
cultural ecosystem services.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses a study on cultural ecosystem services contribution to campus
courtyard for students’ learning environment. It is divided into ten sections which are
background of study, problem statements, research questions, aim, objectives,
significant of research, research scope and limitation, research gap, research

methodology, organization of the research and summary.

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Open spaces nowadays are an effective outdoor feature in shaping the quality of lives
of the communities. It meets the current needs of the new generations by providing a
balanced ecosystem and environment and enhancing the social and economic values.
They are widely designed in Malaysia to develop a ground for the communities to
conduct social and recreational activities (Abd-Razak, et.al, 2011). People can benefit
from the open spaces in terms of physical health, social functioning, youth
development, positive environmental and economic impacts (National Recreation and

Park Association, 2010).

Nowadays, people rather choose to live in a high-density dwelling within the
urban footprints for various reasons especially because of the surrounding
environment. The designs and planning of urban areas provide exposures to green

areas and public spaces that enable them to facilitate daily needs and enable them to



