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ABSTRACT

There is little to suggest the researches on the aspect of Islamic perspectives in
Medical imaging practices including the concept of Islamic personality. The purpose
of the study was to identify the Islamic personality as applicable to Muslim Medical
imaging practitioners. There are multi-approaches were used for conducting the study.
Firstly, the existing Medical imaging professional guidelines were examined for
identifying the Professional personality traits in Medical imaging domains by using
thematic analysis. Then, these traits were aligned to the relevant Islamic personality
traits accompanied with the discussions from the Islamic perspectives. The findings
from the study on the guidelines were brought forward for the formulation of a
questionnaire. The questionnaire was used to study the knowledge, attitudes, practice,
and perception about the Islamic personality in Medical imaging domains in
International Islamic University Malaysia Medical imaging students. Positive findings
were identified in terms of the attitudes towards the applications and perceptions on
the importance of assessing one’s Islamic personality in Medical imaging. Further
actions are necessary in the aspects of knowledge and practices on the applications of
the Islamic personality in Medical imaging among the students. This includes the
processes of internalization of Islamic personality traits in the Medical imaging
studies in which forming a conceptual framework for addressing the particular matter.
In brief, the conceptual framework on the internalization of Islamic personality traits
incorporates the planning processes of integration and assessment. This involves the
roles of academicians and students in the integration, and the assessment tools for
assessing the effectiveness of the processes of integration and internalization. For the
assessment of the integration processes, more explorations are needed to be done in
order to set the measures in formulating an assessment tool for this particular aspect.
In conclusion, the objective of the study was fulfilled. The concept and applications of
the Islamic personality traits as applicable to Muslim Medical imaging practitioners
were outlined.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Personality has been perceived as an inner system of a person that is recognized
through the way of someone thinks, feels, and reacts towards something. It can be
changed through certain processes such as learning and habituation. Although the
word “personality” initially comes from the conventional perspective, the essence of
the terminology is very close to the Arabic term “akhlaq” which means natural or
learnt habits, or behavior (Omar, 2003). In Islam, akhlaq or personality must be
primarily guided by the Holy Qur’an and Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be
upon him). This forms the term “Islamic personality”. The presence of various Islamic
personality tests developed by Muslim scholars purport the efforts for understanding
the concept of personality from the Islamic point of view. Adoption and adaption of
these tests into this study can be helpful for developing the concept of Islamic
personality as applicable for Muslim Medical imaging practitioners.

Medical imaging as a sub-specialisation of Medicine deals with the handling of
Medical imaging modalities as well as the patients and other professionals. Medical
imaging domains include professionalism, safety and security, patient care, use of
technology, technicalities and procedures, research, and resources management. The
humanistic component in Medical imaging involves the task of dealing with people
such as the patients and other healthcare practitioners (Zainuddin and Radzi, 2013).
The International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) is one of the higher educational

institutions that promotes and practices the mission of Integration and Islamization of



Human Knowledge in the studies. For this purpose, the current study is an attempt of
infusing the Islamic values into Medical imaging via the Islamic personality aspect.
As a Muslim practitioner in the Medical imaging field, there is a need for specific
professional attributes to ensure the highest integrity in the profession. Islamic
personality can be an aspect to be considered in the Medical imaging practices in the
light of Integration and Islamisation.

Other considerations that need to be noted are the Qur’anic verses quoted
within the text (italic) which is cited as “The Qur’an” is based on the Abdullah Yusuf
Ali (2007), The Meaning of the Holy Qur’an: Text, Translation and Commentary. The
Qur’anic verses that have the interpretation by Ibn Kathir (n.d) will be quoted as
within the reference. In referring to the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him),
other terminologies were also written in the text such as “the Messenger of Allah”,

“the Prophet (Peace be upon him)”, and “the Messenger (Peace be upon him)”.

1.2 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

This section draws the key concepts for the formulation of the whole study;
“Integration” and “Islamisation”. Integration and Islamisation has been one of the
missions of the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIlUM). The concepts of
Islamisation of Knowledge and the integration of Islamic perspectives in the
curriculum are highly emphasized at IIUM. The concepts have been applied into all of
the fields of study at 1IUM. Integration here means the process of articulating the
religious sciences and modern sciences (Amin, Yusof, and Haneef, 2012). To the
authors, religious sciences include the science of the Holy Qur’an, the Prophet’s
Tradition (Hadith), Oneness of God (Tawhid), Islamic worldview, the Islamic Laws

(Shari’ah), Arabic language and other sciences of Islamic heritage. Meanwhile,



modern sciences are the science of human, social, natural, applied and technology.
Islamisation is taken as a process to islamise the aspects of faith, belief, or worldview
and thus it is applied to human beings (Hashim and Abdallah, 2013). These authors
applied the terms, Islamisation, to relate the process of producing Muslim
professionals who love parallel with the *agidah (creed), shari’ah (law), and akhlaq
al-karimah (good character).

The agenda of Integration and Islamisation of knowledge calls for Muslims to
live, work, and act in accordance with the ‘Agidah (creed), the Shari’ah (Divine
Way), and Akhlaq (ethics) of Islam. This agenda was formulated with the aim to guide
the Muslims to achieve the goals of “al-Hasanah fi al-Dunya” (wellbeing in this
world) and “al-Hasanah fi al-Akhirah” (wellbeing in the Hereafter) (IIUM Policies
and Guidelines and Islamisation, 2013). Extending those goals is the effort that gives
emphasis to the aspect of personality in Muslim Medical imaging practitioners.
Attempts to develop a specific measurement tool to assess the effectiveness of the
mission “to produce better quality intellectuals, professionals and scholars by
integrating the qualities of faith (iman), knowledge (‘ilm) and good character
(akhlag)” (IITUM Policies and Guidelines on Islamisation, 2013), in each field of
sciences such as Medical imaging should be explored. However, the initial steps such
as clarifying the Islamic personality traits as applicable to Muslim Medical imaging
practitioners and formulating a conceptual framework towards the purpose need to be
done.

This study was conducted in order to fill the gaps of the discussions of the
Islamic perspectives in the Medical imaging field. In order to achieve that, the aspect
of Islam that is to be highlighted needs to be specified. Islamic personality is an

important aspect that should be emphasized within the Medical imaging practitioners.



This is because, besides the technicalities in the Medical imaging practices, there is
also the humanistic aspect within the practices that needs special attention. Although
there are guidelines for addressing the ethical aspect in the Medical imaging, it is still
lacking in terms of the conceptions from the Islamic perspectives. Therefore, attempts
for formulating the specific conception for the Islamic perspectives in the Medical

imaging should be furthered investigated, in this case is the Islamic personality.

1.3 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The outcomes of the implementation of the concept of Integration and Islamisation of
knowledge should produce the graduates well-equipped with all requirements in order
to undergo the future as a Muslim professional in any field. [ITUM has put some efforts
in order to analyse the performance of IlUM graduates by conducting the online
Tracer Study. While the Tracer Study examines the general performance of the
graduates, the assessment for the achievement of this particular mission has yet to be
established at the subdivision level of each Kulliyyah. This includes the Department
of Diagnostic Imaging and Radiotherapy under the Kulliyyah of Allied Health
Sciences. The assessment of performance at the lower level in an institution is very
essential in order to ensure that every single building block of the organization is in a
well-ordered condition as eventually they will reflect the image of the entire
institution. An area of particular concern will be those involving the Islamic
personality in the graduates.

From the Islamic perspective, the aspect of Islamic personality is one of the
areas that needed to be enhanced by every Muslim. The Islamic personality traits that
are portrait by a Muslim individual are a manifestation of the correct understanding

and applications of the Islamic teachings. The general applications of the Islamic



personality concept might be easily appreciated by large community of Muslims.
However, it is not often being discussed as pertains to the practices in the Medical
imaging field.

The unavailability of a measurement tool to assess the effectiveness of
Integration and Islamisation processes in the IITUM Medical imaging students might
give negative impacts in several ways. The effects can fall on the university, students,
expectations from academic and general community perspectives, as well as the
Medical imaging profession and personnel. The university might not be able to
evaluate the level of effectiveness of the Integration and Islamisation mission based on
the students produced. The assessment for the achievement of the mission in the
Medical imaging department level is still not realized yet due to the lack of specific
measurement tool. By the end of the four-year studies, the students might not aware
about the desired Islamic Personality Traits specific to their field of study, that they
were supposed to internalized upon finishing their learning processes. The academic
approaches may remain static if the academic circle remains oblivious to the outcome
of their graduates. As a consequence, the general community will also not be able to
appreciate the significance of integration and Islamisation of the educational system in
terms of the Muslim character development.

Prior to the assessment of performance, the awareness on the applications of
the concept of Integration and Islamisation in their field of studies needs to be
evaluated as well. This is important in order to identify whether or not the process of
internalization of the concept of Islamic personality within the students has taken
place. Due to the fact that there is little evidences on the concept of Islamic
personality in Medical imaging, effort to conceptualise the Islamic personality traits as

applicable to Medical imaging practitioners should be made. The conceptualization of



the Islamic personality in Medical imaging can give a view for the researcher in
understanding the aspects of Islamic personality with respect to the practices in
Medical imaging field. Then, the findings from the conceptualization of the Islamic
personality in Medical imaging can be utilized as the basic framework for studying the
awareness on the Islamic personality in the students. The outcomes may give an
interpretation of the students’ understanding on the concept of the Integration and
Islamisation mission held by 1HUM, as shown through the level of awareness on the
Islamic personality in the Medical imaging profession. At the same time, this will
create the awareness within the students about the need of specific conceptual

framework on Islamic personality for Muslim Medical imaging practitioners.

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
This study is guided by the research questions:

1. What are the Professional personality traits and Islamic personality traits
for Medical imaging practitioners from the existing literatures?

2. What is the status of awareness on Islamic personality as applicable to
Medical imaging among the 1IlUM Medical imaging students in terms of
knowledge, attitude, practice, and perception?

3. What are the aspects to be considered in addressing the findings of the

results from (1) and (2)?



1.5 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

This research aims to achieve the following objectives.

General objective:

The general objective for this research is to study the Islamic personality traits as
applicable for Muslim Medical imaging practitioners.

Specific objectives:

1. To identify the Professional personality traits (PPT) from the existing
Medical imaging professional guidelines and align to the relevant Islamic
personality traits (IPT).

2. To study the level of awareness on the Islamic Personality specific to
Medical imaging practitioners among IIUM Medical imaging students.

3. To propose a conceptual framework on internalizing the Islamic

personality traits in IUM Medical imaging students.

1.6 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study identifies the Professional personality traits (PPT) from the existing
Medical imaging professional guidelines and aligns them to the Islamic personality
traits (IPT). The findings can be used for understanding the relationships between both
types of traits. Since there is little to suggest the discussion on Islamic personality in
Medical imaging, the alignment of the traits can be applied into the formulation of the
concept of Islamic personality as applicable in Medical imaging. This concept of
Muslim Medical imaging personality will be adopted as a basis to examine the status
of awareness on the applications of the concept of Islamic personality in I[IUM
Medical imaging students. This is in order to seek a general view on the

internalization of Islamic values in IIUM Medical imaging students in this case, the



aspect of Islamic personality. Studying the awareness on the Islamic personality in the
Medical imaging students can give a general picture of where the students stand in
terms of applying the Islamic values in practice. This could initiate the efforts of
formulating the conceptual framework in encountering the lacking in the particular
aspect. This study can be beneficial for the purpose of applying the concept of Islamic
personality not only in the Medical imaging but also in other related sciences field of

studies.

1.7 ORGANISATION OF THE THESIS

This section served to summarise the organization of chapters in the thesis. Chapter
one is prepared for introducing the whole thesis. It forms the introduction; research
background; statement of problem; research questions and objectives; and significance
of the study. Under Chapter One, the objectives, methodology, general results,
discussions and conclusion for each chapter were explained in brief in the next
paragraphs.

Chapter Two is the overall literature review as for the thesis. The content has
its own organization for explaining the concepts as the main discussion of the study.
The literature reviews were done in order to identify the literatures addressing the
Islamic personality in the Medical imaging field. The searches failed to find any
discussion on the selected aspect. However, there were several works addressing the
Islamic perspectives issues in the Medical imaging field such as the works by
Zainuddin and Radzi (2013), and Zainuddin (2014; 2015). This had triggered for the
exploration of the basic concepts that constitute the Islamic personality such as,
character, ethics and values. The literature reviews outlined the basic concepts of

Islamic personality and in relation to the theories and practices of Medical imaging.



Chapter Three discussed about the Professional personality traits in relation to
the Islamic personality traits. The dearth of literatures on the Islamic perspectives in
Medical imaging had brought to the efforts of developing the Islamic personality
concepts as applicable to Medical imaging practices. This was done by the
examinations the professional personality traits from ten Medical imaging
professional guidelines from various countries and organizations. The statements
within the guidelines were listed and analysed one by one to categorize the common
themes (traits) extracted from the statements in the guidelines. Among the traits are
respect, trustworthiness, truthfulness, competence, and life-long learning. The
identified Professional personality traits were then incorporated with the Islamic
personality accompanied with the Islamic references such as the Qur’anic verses,
Hadiths, as well as the thoughts of the Muslim scholars. The discussions specified the
applications of the Islamic personality traits in Medical imaging. The correlations
were specified under the Medical imaging domains such as Professionalism, Patient
care, Safety and security, and Use of technology. There were nineteen Professional
personality traits identified from the professional guidelines and these traits were
related to sixteen Islamic personality traits. However, the number of the traits that
were presented in the results and discussions are not exhaustive and still open for
further discussions.

Chapter Four studied the awareness of International Islamic University
Malaysia (IIUM) Medical imaging students on the Islamic personality in Medical
imaging field. The study was done at [IUM by means of face to face self-administered
questionnaire. There were 36 respondents included whose from third and fourth year
students through a convenience sampling. The data were then analysed and presented

by using the percentage scores of the respondents’ answers. The discussions explained



the status of knowledge, attitude, practice, and perception of the students in relation to
the application of the Islamic personality in Medical imaging. Several prominent
aspects that need attentions are the deep understanding about the concept of Islamic
personality in knowledge and the contribution in research in terms of practices.
Positive findings were indicated for the overall attitudes towards the applications and
perceptions on assessment of Islamic personality in Medical imaging. These aspects
need attention for further actions.

Chapter Five outlines the components of which are needed for the
internalization of Islamic personality traits (IPT) in Medical imaging. The finding of
Chapter Three and Four help in the formulation of the conceptual framework in
Chapter Five, the internalization of Islamic Personality traits in Medical imaging. The
main processes of internalization include the integration and assessment. The
components for integration are academicians or lecturers and the characteristics of the
students who have their own role in order to increase the effectiveness of the
internalization processes. Identifying the methodologies and having good personal
attributes for academicians and identifying the preferred learning styles for students
are among the core element in the internalization of IPT. The assessment was
discussed in terms of the effectiveness of the integration and internalization. The
internalization can apply Tracer study and the integration process needs for specific
tool to measure the Islamic personality. This chapter formed the conceptual
framework for the internalization of IPT in Medical imaging studies.

Lastly, the concluding chapter summarized the content and the implications of
each chapter. This chapter summed up the findings for each chapter and the impacts
that they could contribute on the study. This chapter is a synopsis for the main

discussions in the study.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter outlines the literatures on what constitutes the concept of Islamic
personality in Medical imaging as aligned to the title of the thesis. In order to
determine a concept of Islamic personality as applicable in Medical imaging, several
questions need to be answered. What is the state of affairs pertaining to Islamic
personality as evident in the literatures? Are there any works that address Islamic
personality in the Medical imaging?

There is little to suggest the literatures on Medical imaging and Islamic
perspectives. This is an indication of the need for further investigation on how to
integrate the Islamic perspectives in the Medical imaging field. In a study, there were
only 6 out of approximately 341 000 articles published in SCOPUS indexed journals
that were related to the Islamic perspectives in Medical imaging (Zainuddin and
Radzi, 2013). This shows the dearth of Islamic perspectives in Medical imaging
studies. The researcher made efforts on searching the Islamic personality using the
“Google” search engine. What would be the status of documents on the Islamic
personality in Medical imaging?

For the purpose of this review, the use of “Google Search” is optimised by
entering the keywords, such as *“Personality”, “Islamic personality”, *“Muslim
personality”, “Islamic character”, “Muslim character”, “Medical imaging”, “All
years” and “All documents”. There was no document found to be matched to these

quoted keywords. Then, efforts to find the works related to Islamic personality began
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