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ABSTRACT 

This dissertation is an analytical and comparative study of copies of DalÉ’il al-

KhayrÉt from the Maghrib and the Mashriq of the Islamic land, with the emphasis on 

the six out of nineteen copies from the collection of Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia. 

The DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt is a renowned ØalawÉt, collection of prayers and blessing to 

the Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.), which was written by the 15
th

 century Moroccan 

Sufi and scholar, ImÉm al-JazËlÊ (d. 1465 AD / 870 AH). Later, copies of this ØalawÉt 

were produced in different part of Islamic lands, in Turkey, Indian Subcontinent, 

Central Asia and Southeast Asia. The text is divided into sections for daily recitation. 

Most manuscript of DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt have either illustrations of the RawÌah and the 

Minbar or the view of the holy mosques in Mecca and Medina. Most copies of this 

manuscript are also illuminated, served to mark the beginning or the end of the 

sections of prayer.  In this dissertation, the focus will be on the illustrations. This is 

coupled with an examination on the areas of illumination found within the 

manuscripts, besides the division of the text. Adopting the historical and descriptive 

research method, the six copies of DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt — three of these copies were 

produced in Morocco and the remaining is from the Malay world — were analysed 

and comparisons between copies produced in this two regions were made. Further 

attention were given to the two out of six Maghrib and Mashriq copies of DalÉ’il al-

KhayrÉt, with the reference number IAMM 2012.11.16 and IAMM 1998.1.790. The 

findings of this dissertation had answered all the research questions. Copies of the 

DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt manuscript were not isolated from the tradition of manuscript 

production in a specific region of the Islamic land. Distinctive patterns of illustrations 

and style of illumination received the influences from the bookmaking ateliers at their 

respective provenances. Aesthetically, it received a similar treatment as its Qur‖Énic 

manuscript counterparts.      
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 خلاصة البحث
ABSTRACT IN ARABIC 

 ىذه الأطروحة عبارة عن دراسة تحليلية مقارنة لنسخ من كتاب دلائل الخيرات من مغرب 

من مجموعة  مخطوطةمشرق الأراضي الإسلامية، مع التركيز على ستة من أصل تسع عشرة و 
يعتبر كتاب دلائل الخيرات من كتب الصلوات المشهورة  متحف الفنون الإسلامية ماليزيا.

التبريكات على الرسول صلى الله عليو وسلم، وقد لوات و لتي تحتوي على  مجموعة من الصا
ألف ىذا الكتاب في القرن الخامس عشر الميلادي من قبل العالم والمتصوف المغربي الإمام 

نسخ ىذه الصلوات في مناطق مختلفة من  لاحقا تمىـ(. وقد  878م / 5465الجزولي )ت. 
نص إن قارة الهندية، آسيا الوسطى وجنوب شرق آسيا. لل تركيا، شبو امثالعالم الإسلامي 

سام للتلاوة اليومية. إن معظم مخطوطات دلائل الخيرات تحتوي قمقسم إلى عدة أالمخطوطة 
نبر أو احررمن  مككة المكرمة والمدينة المنورة، كما المعلى رسومات توضيحية إما للروضة النبوية و 

في  تذىيب استخدم لتحديد بداية أو نهاية كل قسم من الصلوات. نسخ علىالتحتوي معظم 
ىذه الأطروحة سوف يكون التركيز على الرسوم التوضيحية، حيث سوف يقترن التركيز 
بالتدقيق وفحص إطارات التذىيب داخل المخطوطات، إلى جانب دراسة تقسيم النص في 

 –تم تحليل ومقارنة ست نسخ  المخطوطات. باعتماد منهج البحث التاريخي الوصفي، فقد
، وقد تم إيلاء مزيد من الإىتمام  -ثلاث نسخ من المغرب وثلاث نسخ من عالم الملايو

لنسختن  من النسخ الستة لدلائل الخيرات التي تم نسخها في المغرب والمشرق،  حيث تحمل 
أجابت ىذه . وقد 1998.1.790الثانية رقم والمخطوطة 2012.11.16 المخطوطة الأولى رقم 

الأطروحة على جميع أسئلة البحث.  إن نسخ دلائل الخيرات لم تكن معزولة عن تقاليد إنتاج 
المخطوطات في المناطق المختلفة من العالم الإسلامي، حيث إن الأنماط المميزة للرسوم 
التوضيحية وأسلوب التذىيب قد اكتسبت تأثيرات صانعي الكتب في المناطق المختلفة التي 

فيها إنتاج المخطوطات. من الناحية الجمالية فقد تلقت ىذه المخطوطات معاملة مماثلة تم 
 للمخطوطات القرآنية الشبيهة بها.
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xiii 

‎3.15  The colophon (left) mentioned the date of copying, 28 RabiÑ al-

Awwal 1223 AH, by MuÍammad ShÉh. 45 

‎3.16  The interlinear text in red Nasta‖liq is the translation of text in 

Persian language. 46 

‎3.17  The division of text, as appeared on the left-hand page, is left empty 

without decoration. Severe effects of iron gall ink can be seen on the 

text written with black ink. 47 

‎3.18  The end section of the 201 names of Prophet MuÍammad (P.B.U.H.) 

appears to be decorated with a square panel in gold and black, 

embellished with floral and geometrical patterns. 48 

‎4.1  Folios 2v and 3r of this manuscript tell basic information about the 

architectural structure of the page. The wide space of the left and 

right margins is reserved for commentaries on both sides of the page. 

The marginal text is often written in a smaller size than the main text 

and in different colour pallet. In this case, it was written using a red 

pigment whereas the main text was written in black with highlights 

of different colour pallets.  Besides commentaries, corrections of the 

main text are also included in the margin. They are marked with an 

Arabic letter kha in reference to the word khata’, which means 

erroneous. The corrected words are written underneath. This shows 

that this manuscript has been edited and commented at the later stage 

after its completion. 51 

‎4.2  Red morocco cover decorated with central medallion in gold 

stamping, attached with a vertical line pointing above and below. It 

appears to have used a combination of square and triangle stamp 

shapes to create an oval medallion form. The same is applied on the 

back cover. The framed border is decorated with a repetition of a 

scroll motif. Meanwhile, the doublure is left undecorated. 52 

‎4.3  The word ―faqala‖, which is written in blue ink, shows the distinctive 

placement of dots for the letters fa and qaf that is uniquely for 

written texts produced in the western regions of the Islamic world. 54 

‎4.4  Folio 1v (right page) exhibits a full chrysography in the introduction 

page highlighting the full name of ImÉm al-JazËlÊ within the 

decorated panel in the centre. Whereas, in folio 2r (left page), the 

words wa baÑd, wa hiya, wa sammaituhu as well as the phrase 

MuÍammad salla AllÉhu Ñalaihi wa sallam tasliman wa AllÉh were 

also chrysographed with black outline. 54 

‎4.5  Names of the prophets, SÉlih and AyyËb, were written in blue. 

Meanwhile, the names YËnus and YaÑqËb were written in red. The 

same colour pallet was also used for the words wa and Al-SalÉm (as 

part of the praise for the said prophets) at the beginning and end of 

each line as illustrated in this detailed image. 55 
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xiv 

‎4.6  The title of the manuscript DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt wa ShawÉriq al-

AnwÉr was written in bold script in black with red outline. 55 

‎4.8  Colour pallet used for illumination. 56 

‎4.7  Colour palette used for writing the text. 56 

‎4.9  The script style of the text on folio 11r (left page) appears similar to 

those on the margin. 57 

‎4.10  Folio 24v (right page) show the four columns of text created with the 

same repetitive words of AllÉhumma, Îalli, Ñala and ÎÉÍib. 

Meanwhile, folio 25r (left page) exhibits the marginal notes in a 

zigzag format. 58 

‎4.11 A single-page illustration with three tombs. 60 

‎4.12  Double-page illustration with the RawÌah (right-hand page) and the 

Minbar (left-hand page). 61 

‎4.13  Double-page illustration of the view of Al-Masjid al-×arÉm (right-

hand page) and Al-Masjid-al-Nabawi (left-hand page) in a flat 

projection. 61 

‎4.14  Double-page illustration of the view of Al-Masjid al-×arÉm (right 

page) and Al-Masjid-al-Nabawi (left page) in a perspective 

projection. 62 

‎4.15  The double-page illustration on folios 11v and 12r exhibit the 

RawÌah and the minbar. 62 

‎4.16  Illustration of the RawÌah as depicted in folio 11v of the manuscript 

IAMM 2012.11.16. It appears in an iconographic drawing, whereby 

the three rectangles in gold represent the three tombs. The tombs are 

labelled with red Maghribi text in vertical format that says ‘Qabr al-

MuÎÏafÉ ÎallÉhu Ñalaihi wasallam, Qabr AbË Bakr raÌiyallÉhu Ñanhu 

and Qabr ÑUmar raÌiyallÉhu Ñanhu‖ respectively.  They are flanked 

by two gates in black. Also appear in the illustration are the arch, the 

MiÍrÉb niche and a mosque lamp. Meanwhile the outline of the 

miÍrÉb niche appears to be decorated with muqarnas. A mosque 

lamp is hung from above the centre of the MiÍrÉb niche. The space 

between the arch and the MiÍrÉb niche is filled with floral tendrils in 

red and grey leaves. The frame around the illustration is decorated 

with a repetition of an intertwined floral decoration both on the right 

and left sides while the top and bottom sides are decorated with 

tendrils. This is topped by a curved finial of white tendrils against 

red background. 64 

‎4.17  The three rectangles arranged in a step-like shape within a square 

compartment illustrate the RawÌah. 65 
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xv 

‎4.18  Illustration of the Minbar as depicted in folio 12r of the manuscript 

IAMM 2012.11.16. At the bottom of this illustration, the two 

significant objects have been placed. On the right-hand corner rests a 

MiÍrÉb niche with a calligraphic inscription that reads miÍrÉb al-

ÎalÉt in gold thuluth, with the background of gold and white floral 

and roundels. The gold ink is almost invisible on the word al-ÎalÉt. 

Meanwhile, the Prophet‖s Minbar (the illustration has it as al-

Minbar al-Nabawi) on the left-hand side has five steps, constructed 

by 20 squares. Each individual square appears to be decorated with a 

floral motif. Typologically, this floral motif is of three different 

types, which repeatedly arranged within these squares. These two 

main objects were placed under the polylobed-arch with a mosque 

lamp hung over at its centre. 66 

‎4.19  The line drawing clearly shows the five-step Minbar at the bottom 

left and MiÍrÉb niche at the bottom right corner. The floral design 

adorns the border frame and the finial is similar to the RawÌah page 

(refer Figure 4.16) with a slight different for the top and bottom 

borders. 67 

‎4.20  A mosque portiere depicting a pair of a lamp hanging over at the 

centre of an arch. IAMM 2001.1.39 68 

‎4.21  Painted tile depicting a mosque lamp hanging over at the centre of an 

arch on the right and left sides. IAMM 2004.1.7 69 

‎4.22  The calligraphic band on this lamp contained the Verse of the Light. 

―… a niche within it a lamp…‖ is visible from the angle this photo is 

taken. IAMM 1998.1.4006 70 

‎4.23  A luster tile from Kashan, Iran. IAMM 2005.9.7 71 

‎4.24  Polylobed-arch (left) decorated the Minbar page and pointed arch 

(right) decorated the RawÌah page. The pointed arch is embellished 

with a MiÍrÉb niche. 72 

‎4.25  Double-page illustration from DalÉ’il aI-KhayrÉt. 16
th

 century, 

Morocco. IAMM 2011.7.44. The illustration on the right depicts the 

tombs of the Prophet (P.B.U.H.), AbË Bakr (R.A.) and ÑUmar (R.A.) 

as the three schematic rectangles in gold. Each rectangle is described 

with the names in red Maghribi script. This drawing is confined 

within intertwined cusped arches, which hang a mosque lamp from 

its centre. On the left, the Minbar of the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) is 

illustrated as a grid of coloured squares, framed in gold with floral 

embellishment. The MihrÉb is marked with floral kufic script within 

a niche. Mosque lamp is hung at the centre from a pointed arch. 73 

‎4.26  Double-page illustration from DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt, 19
th

 century, 

Morocco. IAMM 2012.11.17. The image of RawÌah and Minbar as 

illustrated in this manuscript are quite plain and simple. The right-
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hand page maintains three rectangles that resemble the tombs in the 

RawÌah. Meanwhile the Minbar and MiÍrÉb on the left-hand page 

were painted in a severe schematic drawing. The three-step Minbar 

is formed in a grid of squares and the MiÍrÉb niche is inscribed with 

the Maghribi style calligraphy in green. This illustration is closer to 

manuscript illumination than pictorial representation, as a result of 

the reduction of structure and space to a minimalist. Their decorated 

borders appear to be more prominent than these two important 

structures. 75 

‎4.27  Folio 1v of the manuscript IAMM 2011.12.16 exhibit a single-page 

decoration in the middle, attached with a shamsa that is extended to 

the margin. This decorated cartouche has a palmette motif adorning 

its four corner-pieces. Similar motif is also decorating the shamsa. 77 

‎4.28  Folio 73r of the manuscript IAMM 2012.11.16 contains the 

colophon. It is decorated with two knotted framed-borders in red and 

blue. The space between the borders is filled with scroll floral motif. 

The outer border of this colophon is attached with a decorated 

shamsa. 79 

‎4.29  Part of the 201 names of Prophet MuÍammad (P.B.U.H.). 84 

‎4.30  Close up details and line drawings of the markers. From left, the 

knotted roundel, the three circles that forms a triangle shape, and the 

rosette. 84 

‎5.1  Folios 2v and 3r display a simple architectural layout of the 

manuscript. The gold, black and red lines framed the text block. 

Throughout the pages, the margins are left empty except for the 

catchwords which are placed at the bottom left of every right pages. 

The end of the sentences is marked with a gold roundel with red 

outline. Rubrications appear on certain words, for example, the terms 

qÉla, faÎl and wa yurwÉ. Diacritical marks above and below the 

words were written with the same ink. 89 

‎5.2  The word wa al-siddÊqÊn at the last line is cut into two and the final 

syllables were written above the first half of the letter to fit into the 

margin. 90 

‎5.4  Rubrications also found highlighting certain words, for example, the 

words as’aluka, wa ruwiya, qÉla rasËl AllÉh and Alhamdu lillÉh. 91 

‎5.3  Names of the Prophets; YaÑqËb, YËsuf, MËsa, HÉrËn, SyuÑaib, 

IsmÉÑÊl, DÉ‖ud and SulaimÉn were highlighted in red. 91 

‎5.5  The main text of manuscript IAMM 1998.1.790 was written in black 

ink with red highlights on certain words. 91 
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‎5.6  These colour pallets were used to paint the illustrations and the 

illuminated pages. Gold, black and red are the primary colours used 

for decoration, whereas maroon and pale blue were used to 

complement the decoration on the first double-page illumination on 

folios 12v and 13r. 92 

‎5.7  Folios 11v and 12r exhibit the double-page illustration of manuscript 

IAMM 1998.1.790. 93 

‎5.8  Illustration of Al-Masjid al-Haram in Mecca. In this composition, the 

KaÑbah was placed in the middle surrounded by arched-structures 

that represent the four schools of Islamic thought; Maqam HanbalÊ, 

ShafiÑÊ, MalikÊ and ×anafÊ. MaqÉm IbrÉhÊm was also represented by 

an arched-structure. The illustration includes two Minbar and seven 

minarets. 95 

‎5.9  Illustration of Al-Masjid al-×arÉm on polychrome Qiblah tile. Each 

iconographic structure on this 17
th

 century Ottoman tile is inscribed 

with its name that includes the station of the Imams, the station of 

Prophet IbrÉhÊm and names of each door leading to the KaÑbah. The 

illustrated figures on this tile are the references used by the 

researcher in identifying unmarked figures on the copy of DalÉ’il al-

KhayrÉt, IAMM 1998.1.790. 96 

‎5.10  The bottom section of folio 11v illustrates the RawÌah at Al-Masjid 

al-Nabawi in Medina The three tombs are painted in gold and 

contained within a square compartment embellished with gold and 

red arch which culminate a golden lamp hanging from the top. The 

dome is very significant with regards to the RawÌah. It is where the 

tombs of Prophet MuÍammad (P.B.U.H.), AbË Bakr (R.A.) and 

ÑUmar (R.A.) are located in the Prophet‖s Mosque in Medina. 

Adjacent to the RawÌah compartment is a chair-like Minbar in gold 

and black as well as the MiÍrÉb of Prophet MuÍammad (P.B.U.H.). 

On the top part of this illustration are two palm trees and an 

unidentified plant. 97 

‎5.11  The collection of different objects depicted in the illustration page. 

The top is an unidentified tree with a triangle dome structure that 

perhaps represents a palace. A repetitive triangle motif could 

represent a bamboo shoot (pucuk rebung) which commonly found on 

Malay textile and wood carving. The bottom right is a scale, a 

symbol of justice in a palace. 98 

‎5.12  Double-page illustration from the Dala’il al-Khayrat. Malay world, 

19
th

 century AD. IAMM 1998.1.2453. The illustrations within this 

manuscript depict the RawÌah and the Minbar of the Prophet 

(P.B.U.H.) on the right page and another unrecognised Minbar or 

perhaps a gateway on the left. Both depictions are rendered in flat 

projections. The three dome-like forms represent the tombs of the 

Prophet (P.B.U.H.) and his companions. Interestingly, the Minbar is 
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painted in a frontal view as compared to the Minbar with side view, 

creating a triangular form. It is also worth to note the additional 

element which is the two flags that flanked the Minbar. Also to note 

are the three lamps hanging on the arches of the right page. These 

lamps were painted in the form of stylised flower reminiscent of the 

fleur-de-lis. 99 

‎5.13  Folios 5b and 6a of the manuscript IAMM 1998.1.2607, lavishly 

executed in gold with black outline. Folio 5b on the right page 

illustrates Al-Masjid al-×arÉm depicted in a similar manner as in the 

manuscript IAMM 1998.1.790 with arched-structures that represent 

the stations of the ImÉms and MaqÉm IbrÉhÊm, besides the two 

Minbars and seven minarets. Meanwhile, folio 6a shows the 

depiction of the RawÌah as represented in three rectangles. The 

Prophet‖s Minbar is placed on the right-hand side of the RawÌah. 

Similar to the manuscript IAMM 1998.1.790, palm trees and five 

minarets are also included in this illustration. The illustrations on 

both pages are framed with gold, black and red borders. The borders 

are embellished with four corner pieces decorated in floral motif and 

arches with decorated finials in scroll motif. 100 

‎5.14  Folios 45b and 46a of IAMM 1998.1.790 display the double-page 

illumination at the beginning of Al-×izb al-KhÉmis. 102 

‎5.15  Illuminated opening pages from a 19
th

 century Patani Qur'Én.  

IAMM 1998.1.3538. 102 

‎5.16  Double-page illumination at the beginning of Al-×izb al-ThÉni on 

folios 20b and 21a of IAMM 1998.1.790. The Patani style of 

illumination is characterised by the arches on the three sides of the 

text block. The top and bottom arches mirrored each other while the 

side arch was rendered in an interlocking wave and embellished with 

wavelets. A teardrop-shaped motif was added at the most highest tip 

of each arch. This architectural structure of the page is further 

embellished with vegetal motif in black and red while the off white 

surface was obtained from the reserved colour of the paper. 103 

‎5.17  Folios 28b and 29a display the double-page illumination marking the 

beginning of Al-×izb al-ThÉlith. This is another example of the 

double-page spread that rendered in the same manner as found in 

Figure 5.17. The additional decorative element found here is the 

wavelet motif that extended to the top and bottom arches. 104 

‎5.18  Double-page illumination marks the beginning of Al-Hizb al-Awwal 

on folios 11b and 12a. Gold pigment was added into the illumination 

on these pages besides the use of red, black and the off white from 

the reserved paper. 105 
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xix 

‎5.19  Folios 1v and 2r of the manuscript IAMM 1998.1.790 show the 

double headpiece that adorns the introduction page to the DalÉ’il al-

KhayrÉt. 107 

‎5.20  Similar double headpiece arches are also found on folios marking the 

beginning of Al-×izb al-RÉbi‖. 107 

‎5.21  Decorated tailpiece at the end of the description of RawÌah. The 

outlined motif is not coloured. 108 

‎5.22   Decorated tailpiece marks the end of al-Thuluth al-Awwal. 109 

‎5.23  Title heading marking the beginning of Al-RubÑ al-ThÉlith. It is 

interesting to note that the text written on this title panel which read 

Rabbi al-ÑÉlamÊn, ―The Cherisher and The Sustainer of the worlds‖ is 

not a title of a new section, rather it is the last two words of the text 

from the previous section. 110 

‎5.24  Title heading marking the end of Al-RubÑ al-Awwal. In this 

example, the panel is decorated with floral motifs in gold with black 

outline against reserved white ground. 110 

‎5.25  Undecorated title heading at the beginning of Al-Thuluth al-ThÉni. 

In this type of title panel, the decorating element is the style of 

calligraphy and the colour of the ink. Here, the text is written in red 

Thuluth script style. 110 

‎5.27  Yellow roundel sentence markers with black pointings. 111 

‎5.26  Yellow roundel sentence markers. 111 

5.29 overlapping yellow roundels Figure ‎ forming a rosette sentence 

marker. 111 

‎5.28  A rosette sentence marker formed by five overlapping circles. 111 

‎5.31  A sentence marker in a form of red circle. 111 

‎5.30  A sentence marker in a form of three overlapping roundels. 111 

‎5.32  The line drawings of five types of the sentence markers found within 

the manuscript IAMM 1998.1.790. A. Roundel or circle. B. Four 

overlapping roundels. C. Roundel with four pointings. D. Five 

overlapping roundels. E. Three overlapping circles or trefoil. 112 

‎5.33  Double-page illumination marking the beginning of the manuscript 

IAMM 1998.1.2453 112 

‎5.34  Decorated marginal devices in four variety of the same concept 

design found within the manuscript IAMM 1998.1.2453. 113 

file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064919
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064919
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064919
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064920
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064920
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064921
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064921
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064922
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064923
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064923
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064923
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064923
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064923
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064924
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064924
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064924
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064925
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064925
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064925
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064925
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064926
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064927
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064928
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064928
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064929
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064930
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064931
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064932
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064932
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064932
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064932
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064933
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064933
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064934
file:///F:/ALL_THESIS_FROM_MAY_2012/Nurul%20Iman%20Thesis/Formatted%20Thesis.docx%23_Toc428064934


 

 

 

xx 

‎5.35  Decorated square tailpiece at the end of a section within the 

manuscript IAMM 1998.1.2607. It is decorated in gold floral and 

foliate motifs. The tailpiece was designed in a square shape in 

contrast with the two triangle tailpieces found in manuscript IAMM 

1998.1.790. 113 

‎5.36  Double decorated page in gold within the manuscript IAMM 

1998.1.2607 in Terengganu illumination style. 114 

‎5.37  Decorated marginal devices in two designs marking sections within 

the manuscript IAMM 1998.1.2607. The one on the left side comes 

in a motif of eight-pointed star in the middle of the roundel with 

floral pendant attached to the top and bottom of the roundel. The 

decorative device on the right appears in a decorative medallion 

surrounded by trefoil motif. 114 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF STUDY 

Islamic manuscripts, which were written over the ages, from the earliest centuries of 

Islamic dynasty until today, cover nearly all aspects of Islamic teaching, culture and 

heritage of Muslim societies. Such great works were written primarily in Arabic and 

followed by Persian, Turkish and other vernacular languages. According to Sayyed 

Hossein Nasr, it is still safe to say that the largest part of these manuscripts belongs to 

the ―field‖ of the religious sciences, ranging from the Qur‖Én and its commentaries to 

manuals of prayer.
1
 Language and literature, philosophy and science, as well as 

Islamic spirituality and art are other important categories of the Islamic manuscripts. 

Within the field of the religious sciences, devotional texts have also been 

contributed to its vast corpus of writings. Among many such works, DalÉ’il al-

KhayrÉt wa ShawÉrÊq al-ÒAnwÉr fÊ Zikr al-ØalÉt ÑalÉ al-Nabi al-MukhtÉr also simply 

known as DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt, has great significance. The text consists of the 

compilation of prayers upon Prophet MuÍammad (P.B.U.H.), his 201 names as well as 

the description of his tomb and his two companions Caliph AbË Bakr al-ØiddÊq (R.A.) 

and Caliph ÑUmar ibn al-KhattÉb (R.A.). This text was composed during the 15
th

 

century in Fez, Morocco by the prominent ØufÊ of ShÉÐili school, ImÉm MuÍammad 

ibn SulaimÉn al-JazËlÊ al-SimlÉlÊ (d. 1465 AD / 870 AH), who is also known as ImÉm 

al-JazËlÊ. Later, this work was copied by many other scribes. This enhanced the 

collection of Islamic manuscripts throughout the globe.   

                                                 
1
 Sayyed Hossein Nasr, “The Significance of Islamic Manuscripts” in Proceedings of the Inaugural 

Conference of Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation(30
th
 November – 1

st
 December 1991, edited by 

John Cooper, (London:Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation, 1992), 8. 
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In placing this subject into context, DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt has been for a long time 

part of the public and personal collections in both the Islamic and the Western worlds. 

Numerous manuscripts of this title, of course, are well preserved and guarded in 

libraries of the eastern countries such as Istanbul, Alexandria and Damascus to name a 

few. Among the institutions in the West that possess DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt as part of 

their collections are The Walters Art Museum in Baltimore, the Chester Beatty 

Library in Dublin, the British Library in London, Library of the University of Leiden 

in Leiden and the Aga Khan Museum in Toronto. The manuscript has also been part 

of Nasser D. Khalili‖s collection of Islamic art. As the DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt is regarded 

as the most sought-after religious manuscript for both its content and beauty, many 

institutions in the Southeast Asian region acquired copies of this manuscript as part of 

their collections. These institutions include Muzium Negeri Aceh and Pesantren 

Tanoh Abee in Banda Aceh, as well as Perpustakaan National Republik Indonesia in 

Jakarta. In Kuala Lumpur, such manuscript can be found in the collection of 

Perpustakaan Negara Malaysia, the International Institute of Islamic Thought and 

Civilisation (ISTAC) and the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia (IAMM).  

Nonetheless, this prayer book has gained its popularity throughout the 

contemporary Islamic world. With the introduction of printing technology to the 

Muslim community, innumerable editions have been produced and such prayers are 

recited during Íalaqah, the religious circles. 

 

 

1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

As a dynamic field of research, manuscripts of the Islamic world have been 

catalogued and digitised not only for their valuable contents, but also for their 

sumptuous ornamentations. Many studies have been conducted beyond its aspects of 
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form and beauty. Increasing interest in codicology has led researchers to explore the 

whole series of activities from paper manufacturing to the decoration of book binding. 

This field is of interest not only for museum curators, but also for conservators, 

scholars of different fields, calligraphers and artisans.  

Manuscripts on DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt have been and are still being discussed in 

numerous studies. The previous research noted that focus has been given to the 

illustration of Al-RawÌah, Al-Masjid al-×arÉm and Al-Masjid al-NabawÊ, which can 

be found in many of the copies of DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt. However, this study aims to 

note the diversity of both its form and content as well as to make a comparison 

between the manuscripts produced in different regions of the Islamic world, especially 

the copies produced in Morocco and the Malay world. As copies of these two different 

cultures are significantly represented in the IAMM collection of DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt, 

the text of each manuscript was thoroughly examined. This study is expected to 

examine the similarities and differences within the division of text. 

On the other hand, the illustrations found within these copies of manuscript 

will be thoroughly analysed. This is to understand the point in time the illustration was 

introduced to the text and also the development of the illustration according to 

regional styles. The illustrations are such an important aspect to be researched, 

whereby it will enrich the study of manuscript illustrations on non-literary subjects 

and develop the existing corpus of illustrations of Al-Masjid al-HarÉm as well as Al-

Masjid al-NabawÊ. Alongside the text and illustration, the focus will also be extended 

to the design elements of the illumination.   

 

1.3 AIMS OF STUDY 

The aims of the study are to: 
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1. Study the differences and similarities of the text of DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt 

between the copies produced in Morocco and the Malay world.  

2. Explore the areas of illumination and ascertain the regional and/or 

periodical style of illustration of the RawÌah, as well as the sacred 

mosques in Mecca and Medina.  

3. Place the IAMM collection of DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt into a larger context of 

the same title from the main and personal collections of Islamic art. 

4. Unearth the codicological aspect of each manuscript.  

5. Highlight the distinctive elements that form a manuscript, from the type of 

paper and style of calligraphy, to the method of binding. 

 

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

This study seeks answers to the following questions: 

1. What are the significant differences in terms of the body of text between 

the DalÉ’il al-KhayrÉt manuscripts that were produced in Morocco and 

the Malay world? 

2. Is there any specific style of paintings attributed to a specific region or 

dynasty, in regard to the various paintings of Mecca and Medina? Also, 

how do these styles developed from flat projections to the perspective 

drawings? 

3. What are the areas of which illuminations are usually applied as part of 

decoration? 

4. Were there any special motifs and designs produced by workshops and 

ateliers as commissioned by patrons and rulers? 

 




