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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to examine the origin and developments of early Muslim
historiography and its climax in Tabari’s historical thought. The researcher employed
a very unique approach, which emphasized the interconnectedness and relationships
between various historical periods in the early Muslim historiography. After thorough
study, the researcher found that the previous studies made only selective or
fragmented approaches in the study of early Muslim historiography and produced
various theories on Sirah, al-maghazi, tabagat, nasab and futuhat. Therefore, this
study attempted to present, in an integrated manner, how the early Muslim
historiography originated and developed from within. Another approach used, which
contributed to an exposition of the origin and developments of early Muslim
historiography, was the role of historical, religious and cultural unfolding within the
Islamic civilization. Therefore, a special reference was made to the role of Aadith,
figh, kalam, tafsir, linguistics, philosophy and literature in the emergence of early
Muslim historiography. The process of the origin and developments of early Muslim
historiography and the relationship between various periods from within were
examined by employing historical and analytical research methods. Historical and
analytical methods were used to gather the data and to examine various genres such as
sirah, al-maghazi, tabagat, nasab, futuhat and adab. The works of major Muslim
historians such as Ibn Ishag, al-Wagqidi, Ibn Sa’d, al-Baladhuri, al-Ya’qubi, Ibn
Qutaybah, al-Dinawari and Tabari were used and discussed. The researcher attempted
to select, analyze, evaluate and synthesize the data from such sources by using internal
and external historical criticism. The findings of this study indicate that there was a
clear relationship between various periods of early Muslim historiography in terms of
scope, style and methodology. The Holy Qur’an and Hadith laid the foundations of
early Muslim historiography while historical, religious and cultural dynamism
contributed to the emergence of voluminous historical works. Therefore, the findings
indicated that the early Muslim historiography originated and developed from within.
The research also found that Muslim historical methodology evolved and reached its
climax in Tabari. Finally, the researcher developed a theory of a very unique
relationship between historical methodology and the interpretation of history.
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CHAPTER 1

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.0 INTRODUCTION

An interest in personal experience very often serves as a preliminary point of
departure for the actual study of human history. In this regard, the question that keeps
popping into our minds, predominantly related to our identity, self-esteem, happiness
and destiny, both as individuals and as nations, significantly influences how we
perceive our cultural heritage. Although people become eager to study heritage
systematically, very often they are presented with a distorted and inadequate
description of their heritage.

The seeker of knowledge can be compared, in a sense, to a thirsty person who
is desperately searching for clean drinking water. However, very often the water that
the seeker finds turns out not to be clean. Therefore, the task of a historian is to
provide areader with the clean drinking water as much as it is possible, which implies
objectivity and adherence to the historical methodology in the process of arriving at
the historical knowledge. Actually, historians have an obligation to be objective in
formulating their historical explanations by not alowing their biases and
presuppositions to influence their historical judgment.

How should one study the Muslim historiography? Each individua who is
seeking knowledge, and especialy the universities, should become more concerned
with this question. For the past century in the fields of biography, tradition, theology,
philosophy, history and jurisprudence educators have been relying mostly on

secondary sources, thus neglecting to a great extent the classical sources. However, it



is important to mention that such secondary sources, usualy fresh doctoral
dissertations, very often represent a meager and distorted image of the Muslim
heritage.

What is the well of clean drinking water? Serious scholars and educators
should request the seekers to find the clean drinking water in the classical sources.
Therefore, this research, inspired by the classical approach to the study of Muslim
heritage, is an attempt to define the well of clean drinking water. Original knowledge
of the Muslim heritage, particularly of Muslim historiography, could revive Muslim
identity, self-esteem and cultural awareness. Therefore, the present studies on Muslim
heritage, should be re-examined in the light of classical sources. Such an approach is
inevitable for a better understanding of how Muslim historiography evolved and
culminated in Tabari.

Original and clear understanding of ones heritage is, therefore, important not
only for the researchers but also for the wider audience, regardless of its religious,
cultural or historical affiliations. Such an approach could certainly clear away
stereotypes and prejudice that are prevalent in our modern times, and could inevitably
show the way towards multi-religious, multi-cultural and multi-historical tolerance
and understanding. Besides, cultural and historical consciousnessis very important for
the people who share the same historical past, because their identity and self-esteem
are based on, and derived from, their language, religion, culture and history. History
and civilization, therefore, have a role to play in the projection of individual, social,
religious and cultural identity. Actualy, it is history or a cumulative experience of the
people that tells us who we are. That is why history and civilization are so important!

However, it is very important to project its importance through systematic and



methodol ogically written works and, more importantly, it isimportant to make a sense

out of it, which is undoubtedly the task of a historian.

2.0 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Islamic civilization produced very rich heritage, especially in poetry, literature and
history, which inspired an enormous interest of the scholars for the past few centuries.
Among many of those scholars, the Western scholars have contributed to the field of
Muslim historiography significantly. Their interest reached its peak with the
emergence of Orientalists such as Ignaz Goldziher (d. 1921), Henri Lammens (d.
1937), Duncan Black Macdonald (d. 1943), Samuel Zwemmer (d. 1950), Marshall
Hodgson (d. 1968), Joseph Schacht (d. 1969), H. A. R. Gibb (d. 1971), Gustave E.
von Grunebaum (d. 1972), Albert Hourani (d. 1993), William Montgomery Waitt,
Bernard Lewis, Nabia Abbott, K. Cragg, John Wansbrough, Patricia Crone and
Michagl Cook. However, as commonly accepted, they have mostly produced studies
which created doubts about Islam and which intended to downgrade it to an inferior
status. Apart from a few significant contributions to the field of Muslim
historiography, their works have been founded on accusations, misinterpretations and
commentaries upon commentaries.

In the past two centuries, many theories on hadith, sirah, maghazi, nasab and
tabagat have emerged. Such studies, though fragmented themselves, questioned the
accuracy, reliability and relevance of the Muslim heritage, which, as such, represents
the Islamic worldview. Their works also contributed to the emergence of revisionist
scholars such as Muhammad S. Qutb, Edward W. Said, Muhammad Hamidullah, S.
M. N. a-Attas, S. H. Nasr, and Muhammad Mustafa A’zami. Therefore, it is very

interesting to compare these two groups of the scholars.



Many fragmented studies, mostly written as monographs, are
incomprehensible representations of Muslim historiography. The fragmented approach
to the study of Muslim historiography is clearly represented in the studies of the
hadith, sirah, maghazi, nasab, tabagat and selected Muslim historians. What do we
mean by the fragmented approach? It is selection of only specific historical period or
the historical concept and projection of a theory, without looking at the history of the
Muslim heritage holistically. Therefore, if one excludes the writings of Josef Horovitz,
Franz Rosenthal, N. A. Farugji, ‘Abdul * Aziz a-Duri and Tarif Khalidi, no single work
deals objectively and holistically with the systematic developments of early Muslim
historiography.

How did Muslim historiography originate, develop and achieve its climax in
Tabari? There is no significant study on the development of early Muslim
historiography from its beginnings to the great Tabari, the master of Muslim annals. It
is, therefore, important to examine primary classica sources, illustrate the clear
development of early Muslim historiography and show the climax of Muslim
historiography in Tabari. Such primary classical sources, as will be analyzed critically
in the literature review, also include Tabari’s Kitab al-rusul wa al-muluk (The history
of prophets and kings), a book of great magnitude that unfortunately has not yet been
critically analyzed.

This study will attempt to relate the development of sadith, figh, tafsir, kalam,
linguistics and philosophy to the emergence of early Muslim historiography. For
instance, there is no significant study on the role of Aadith methodology in the
emergence of early Muslim historiography. Then, several scholars assume that the
socio-cultural aspects of history did not have a place in the classical Muslim works

and as a result, they label the Muslim historical heritage as a house of collected



historical narrations. In this regard, we will re-examine this assumption and analyze

the scope of the classical Muslim works.

3.0 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The main objective of the present study is to analyze origin, developments and climax
of early Mudlim historiography. Therefore, this study will focus on the following:

e Toidentify the role of Greco-Roman and Christian historiography, especialy
in terms of historical methodology and the interpretation of history. The
main objective of this part of the research is to examine possible similarities
and differences and, as wel as, influences on the early Musim
historiography.

e To explore the pre-lsamic historica techniques such as battle-days
narratives, genealogy and poetry, and their role in the emergence of the early
Muslim historiography.

e To expose the role of the Holy Qur’an and Hadith in the emergence of early
Muslim historiography. A special emphasis is made on the role of these two
sources in fostering Muslim historical consciousness in terms of historical
methodology and, as well as, of the meaning of history.

e To reate the Holy Qur’an and Hadith to the emergence of earliest historical
genres such as sirah, al-maghazi, tabaga and nasab. These genres will be
examined from within historical, religious and cultural contexts.

e To examine the historical, religious and cultural developments and their role
in the emergence of early Musliim historiography. In this regard, the
researcher will examine the role of hadith, figh, kalam, tafsir, linguistics,

philosophy and literature in the emergence of early Muslim historiography.



e To employ interconnected and holistic approach in presenting developments
of early Muslim historiography in terms of style, scope and methodology, as
found in the classica sources of Ibn Ishaq, al-Wagidi, Ibn Sad, al-
Baladhuri, al-Ya’qubi, Ibn Qutaybah, a-Dinawari and Tabari.

e To present how Muslim historiography reached its climax in Tabari. The
main objective is to relate all historical periods and determine the
relationship in terms of historical methodology and the interpretation of
history.

A combination of all the above objectives once achieved, will enable us to
understand profoundly the origin, developments and climax of early Muslim

historiography.

4.0 SIGNIFICANCE AND PURPOSE OF RESEARCH
Many scholars disregard the significance of the methodology in preserving Muslim
heritage. The Holy Qur’an and the Prophet of Islam repeatedly emphasize true
knowledge and the regection of falsehood. Being aware of the implications, the
Companions of the Prophet and the classical scholars had seriously undertaken the
task of developing methodologies and, thus, managed to safeguard the heritage from
corruption. A systematic methodology was developed for the sake of the collection
and preservation of the Holy Qur’an and the Aadith. Under the influence of such a
methodology, later methodol ogies of other sciences also emerged.

Any unfair criticism of the hadith-historica methodology is considered by
Muslims as an indirect attack on the integrity and relevance of the Muslim heritage as
awhole. Therefore, it is significant to examine the role of the historical methodol ogy

in preserving the Mudlim heritage. In this regard, analysis of the early Muslim



historiography and its climax in Tabari is expected to be one of the greatest benefits of
the present research.

It is universally well known that historiography as a science was flourishing
long before the emergence of the Islamic civilization among Jews, Greeks, Romans,
Christians, Persians and Chinese. Therefore, it is significant to relate and compare
earlier developments and their possible influences on the emergence of the early
Muslim historiography. However, the researcher will attempt to distinguish between
technical influences and conceptual influences, which is another novelty of this
research.

The present study will analyze Tabari’s historical thought based on 7a’rikh al-
rusul wa al-muluk. However, we will also examine the early developmentsin Muslim
historiography that contributed to the emergence of his historical thought. The lack of
any contextual approach has been undoubtedly a serious shortcoming of the
scholarship on Muslim historiography. Therefore, the researcher will attempt to
present the chronologically interrelated devel opments of early Muslim historiography.

The researcher will develop a new historical theory, which meaningfully
interrelate historical methodology and the interpretation of history. The historical truth
is based on methodology while the historical interpretation is based on judgment.
Such a historical theory could be useful for contemporary historical scholarship for it
separates the historical truth and the historical interpretation and prevents historical

skepticism.



5.0 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
We will use historical methodology, which is essentiadly different from the research
methods used in other academic fields. This research attempts to discuss the research
problem systematically and objectively by selecting, analyzing, synthesizing and
evauating classica and modern sources. Then, the data in such sources will be
collected, organized, verified and validated for the sake of the accurate representation
of the origins and development of Muslim historiography and its climax in Tabari.

The author will use mostly primary sources to examine the developments of
early Muslim historiography. In order to place this problem in context we will
examine classical works in the field of early Muslim historiography such as that of Ibn
Ishaqg, a-Wagqidi, Ibn Sa d, a-Baladhuri, a-Ya’qubi, Ibn Qutaybah, a-Dinawari and
Tabari. We will evaluate those sources by using historical criticism. It is of utmost
importance to re-evaluate the validity of the contents of sources by employing internal
criticism. The meaning, accuracy and trustworthiness of the material in these sources
will be evaluated. Then, externa criticism will be used to examine the originality and
authenticity of these sources. Such an approach is inevitable for the formulation,
anaysis and interpretation of logical conclusions and the exposition of early Muslim
historiography.

The origins and development of early Muslim historiography and its climax in
Tabari require serious analysis of the historical concepts, which are virtually
interrelated and interconnected. We will establish a clear relationship between the
early historical periods in early Muslim historiography. Each historical period will be
introduced, conceptualized and explained. The researcher will seriously take into

consideration the social, cultural, economic, political, historical and intellectual



developments and their influence on the formation and development of early Muslim

historiography.

6.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

Since this study deals with the origin and developments of early Muslim
historiography, the researcher aims to evaluate all classical historical sources in the
first three centuries of the Muslim calendar. The classical sources of Ibn Ishaq, al-
Wagidi, Ibn Sa'd, al-Baladhuri, a-Ya’qubi, Ibn Qutaybah, al-Dinawari and Tabari
will be employed in this research.

The main am of this study is to analyze the development of early Muslim
historiography that ultimately led to the emergence of Tabari’s historical thought.
Therefore, it is inevitable that we should deal with the classical sources and began
with Muhammad Ibn Ishag (d. 151/768), who was one of the earliest biography
writers and, unquestionably, the earliest authority on sirah and maghazi. The original
version of his work has been lost but Ibn Hisham (d. 218/834) fortunately edited it.
Alfred Guillaumme also translated this work into English in 1955.*

Since Ibn Ishag’s work is the primary source on sirah, it has been put under
huge scrutiny and enormous investigation by both classicad and modern scholars.
Although he appeared to be very careful in writing history, attempting to be objective,
critical historians have indicated the inaccuracies in his work. In his writing, he often
uses the phrase “what has been mentioned,” “what came to my knowledge” or “Allah
knows best.” It is also important to indicate that his biography, with excessive

overemphasis on the miraculous dimension of the Prophet’s life, was a compilation of

! See Alfred Guillaumme, The life of Muhammad, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1967).



anecdotes and traditions arranged chronologically. Such shortcomings were edited,
abridged, corrected and improved by Ibn Hisham.

Muhammad b. ‘Umar a-Wagidi (d. 207/823) was the second most
authoritative historian on biography and especially on the expeditions and battles of
the Prophet, peace be upon him. Although al-Wagidi has contributed many works on
sirah, maghazi and futuhat, the researcher will in particular emphasize his Kitab al-
maghazi? This three-volume work deals with sirah, ghazawat and maghazi. Al-
Wagidi in his introduction critically listed his historical sources. His narration of the
expeditions and battles is very systematic and illustrative. Each narration includes the
name of the historical event, participants, the historical narrators, the geographical
position and the cause and outcome of the battle. Since al-Wagqidi represents a
transitional period in the history of early Muslim historiography, it is of utmost
importance to analyze his historical methodology, as such findings would undoubtedly
help in defining the emergence of Tabari’s historical thought.

Muhammad Ibn S'ad (d. 230/845), was the third authority on sirah. He was a
Muslim biographer who received his training in tradition from al-Waqidi to whom he
was both student and secretary. He had the reputation of being both trustworthy and
accurate in his writings. His greatest contribution to the field of historiography is
Kitab al-tabagat al-kabir’ This work deals with the biography of the Prophet, his
Companions and Followers. In fact, it contains more than four thousand biographies

of the narrators of the traditions.

2 See Muhammad b. ‘Umar al-Waqidi, The kitab al-maghazi of al-Waqidi, (al-Wagidi’s book of
military campaigns) edited by Marsden Jones, 3 vols. (London: Oxford University Press, 1966).

% See Muhammad |bn S ad, Kitab al-tabaqgat al-kabir.? (The large book of the generations), edited by E.
Sachau, 9 vals. (Leiden, E. J. Brill, 1905-1940); Muhammad Ibn Sad, 4l- 7Tabagat al-kubra, 9 vols
(Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1957-1968) and Muhammad lbn S'ad, Ibn Sa'd's kitab al-tabaqgat al-kabir, edited
and translated by Syed Moinul Hag and H. K. Ghazanfar (Karachi: n.p., 1967).
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This work includes a critical, genealogical and biographical account of the
narrators. Because of this methodological approach, many classical historians, such as
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Uthman al-Dhahabi (d. 748/1347), lbn a-Nadim (d.
343/995) and al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463/1071), praised the accuracy in the work
of Ibn Sad. Since Ibn Sa’d was greatly influenced by Ibn Ishag and a-Wagqidi
regarding the narration of the biography and the critical collection of chains of
transmitters, this source is significant for a proper examination of the development of
early Muslim historiography.

There are other prominent historians who predated al-Tabari and whose works
are very important in defining Tabari’s historical thought. Among the historians one
who deserves a specia mention is Ahmad b. Yahya b. Jabir a-Baladhuri (d 279/892).
Although this historian had written many works on history, the researcher will closely
examine his Futuh al-buldan (The origins of the Islamic state).* This work is of great
significance as it represents continuity as well as novelty in the writing of history. The
greatest novelty in the historical writing of al-Baladhuri is his emphasis on geography,
genealogical and socio-cultural history, and less emphasis on the chain of transmission
of events. Although biographers like Ibn Nadim, Yagut al-Hamawi (d. 626/1229) and
al-Dhahabi strongly support his authority and accuracy in writing history, many critics
criticize him for his uncritical use of the narrated events.

"Abd Allah b. Mudliim b. Qutayba (d. 276/889) is another Muslim historian
who predated Tabari. Ibn Qutaybah contributed many works on history, Aadith, tafsir,

kalam and ‘adab. However, we will critically analyze Ibn Qutayba' s Kitab ‘uyun al-

4 Ahmad b. Yahya b. Jabir al-Baladhuri, Futuh al-buldan (The origins of the Islamic state) translated by
Philip Hitti and Francis Murgotten 2 vols, (New York, AMS Press, 1968) and, Ahmad b. Yahya b. Jabir
a-Baladhuri, Futuh al-Buldan (Beirut, Dar al-Maktabah a-Hilal, 1988),
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akhbar (Book of choice narratives), and Kitab al-ma’arif (Book of knowledge).> In
these works, he emphasized ‘adab and historical writing about nobility. He actually
used two separate methodologies, one for writing history and the other for writing
legal sciences. Many historians are critical of hiswork for lack of chronological order,
historical criticism and the interpretation of historical events.

Abu Hanifa Ahmad b. Dawud al-Dinawari (d. 290/903) was a grammarian,
historian and theologian. His best work on history is al-Akhbar al-tiwal (General
history).® This book begins with the history of creation and continues with the history
of the prophets, Persian history and selected parts of Muslim history. In this book, al-
Dinawari omits the chain of narrators and does not deal with his sources criticaly.
The events are narrated as fables and stories, which is one of the greatest
shortcomings of the work.

Ahmad b Abi Ya’qub b. Wadih al-Ya’qubi’s (d. 292/897) best work is 7a’rikh
al-Ya qubi, (History of al-Ya'qubi).” His history deals with Adam, the prophets and
their nations, ancient peoples and empires, the Persians, Chinese, Romans and Islamic
history. This work represents the geographical, religious and socio-cultural aspects of
history. Apparently, he was a Shi’ite and presented his own version of the speculative
guestion of the succession.

In spite of being called, and rightly so, the imam of Muslim annals, very little
has been written about Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310/923).

Especially in Muslim academic circles, Tabari is better known for his contributions to

® See Abi Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Muslim b. Qutaybah al-Dinawari, "Uyun al-akhbar, (Book of
choice narratives), 2 vols. (Beirut: Dar a-Kutub a-‘l1lmiyyah, 1986) and Abi Muhammad ‘Abd Allah
b. Muslim b. Qutaybah al-Dinawari, al-Ma’arif Ii 1bn Qutaybah, (Book of knowledge) (Cairo: Dar al-
Ma’arif, 1969),

® See Abu Hanifa Ahmad b. Dawud al-Dinawari, al-Akhbar al-tiwal (General history), (Cairo: Dar
lhya’ al-Kutub al-* Arabiyyah, 1960).

" See Ahmad b Abi Ya’qub b. Wadih al-Ya’qubi, 7a’rikh al-Ya qubi, (History of al-Ya qubi) (Beirut:
Dar Dadir lil-Tiba ah wa-al-Nashr, 1960).
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tafsir than for his contributions to the field of Muslim historiography. There is only
scattered information and few illustrations here and there about his contributions to
thefield of Muslim historiography.

This study will reach peak in Tabari, who was not merely a historian, but also
an eminent authority on language, grammar, hadith, figh, tafsir, kalam and ethics.
Evidence of the excellence of his scholarship is provided by his major works on zafsir
and history, which run into many lengthy volumes. Our analysis of Tabari’s historical
thought will be based on his 7a’rikh.? This work has been translated into English in
thirty-nine volumes as The history of al-Tabarl. It was published by the State
University of New York Press from 1988 through 1998.° In this work, Tabari
employed his unique annalistic historical methodology, a methodology used for
writing history from the creation of Adam down to the advent of Islam until the
beginning of the 9" century.

Tabari also wrote an extensive commentary on the Holy Qur'an.®® Thiswork is
among the first major voluminous and systematic works written in the field of zafsir.
Tabari uses the most prominent narrators of the Aadith, who were the principal
sources in the field of zafsir. Therefore, it is significant to analyze the role of zafsirin
the emergence of Tabari’s historical thought.

The works on Tabari mostly deal with his thought and methodology in tafsir,
hadith and figh while a detailed work on his contributions to historiography has not

yet been written. Besides his own book on history, few works shed some light on his

8 See Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari, 7a7ikh al-Tabari- Ta’rikh al-umam wa al-muluk,
(History of al-Tabari: The history of prophets and kings) 6 vols.,, (Beirut: Dar a-Maktabah al-
‘IImiyyah, 1988).

® Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari, The history of al-Tabari, 39 vols. (New York: State
University of New York Press, 1988-1998).

1 See Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari , Jami’ al-bayan ‘an ta'wil ay al-Quran (The
comprehensive exposition of the interpretation of the verses of the Qurar), (Beirut: Dar a-Fikr, 1995).

13



contributions to the field of historiography. A general exposition of Tabari’s
biography and his contributions to Aadith, tafsir, figh, kalam and historiography was
written by Muhammad Zahili.** Although this work, actually a survey, provides an
overview of Tabari’s academic interests and his contributions, the author did not
anayze his sources and there is a serious inadequacy with regard to the analysis of
Tabari’s contributions.

Another relevant and sound source on Tabari’s historical thought, particularly
on Tabari’s sources, was written by ‘ Ali Jawad."? Three articles, written by one of the
most prolific modern writers in the field of Muslim historiography, primarily deal
with Tabari’s sources, systematically analyzed according to the main historical
periods. This is an excellent study, based mostly on the primary sources, which is of
great interest to our present study.

A survey on Tabari’s world history was written by Husayn * Asi.*® This book is
yet another overview of Tabari’s contributions to the field of Muslim historiography.
Although the author frequently referred to the classical historical sources, it lacks
synthesis, analysis and interpretation of the historical ideas.

Some of the most recent publications on Tabari include the work of Boaz
Shoshan.** Being influenced by the modern historical approaches, the author
attempted to analyze Tabari’s History from the ideological, literary and theological

perspectives. Such an approach, deemed a preliminary for effective textua criticism,

11 See Muhammad Zahili, /mam al- Tabari: shaykh al-mufassirin, wa ‘umdat al-mu’arrikhin wa
mugqaddam al-fugaha’ al-muhaddithin sahib al-madhab, (Damascus. Dar al-Qalam, 1990).

2 See ‘Ali Jawad, “Mawarid Ta’rikh al-Tabari,” Majallat al-Majma’ al-‘Timi al-‘Iragi, vols. 1-3
(1950-1954).

3 See Husayn *Asi. Abu Ja'far Muhammad Ibn Jarir al-Tabari wa kitabubu ta’rikh al-umam wa al-
muluk, (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-* limiyyah, 1992).

14 See Boaz Shoshan, Poetics of Islamic historiography: Deconstructing Tabari’s history (Leiden: E. J.
Brill, 2004).
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