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ABSTRACT

The needs of the Muslim tourist vary form one type to another, but all tourists
need some form of tourism related activities. However they are very few Muslim
friendly tourism activities which due to inadequate facilities and attractions that
cause very little substances for travel agency to promote Muslim friendly tourism.
Current situations indicates that they are no clear guidelines and regulations on
how to manage an Islamic and sharia-compliance sport facilities for the local
authority and private company to follow and control. In response to this scenario,
this research is to provide a greater understanding of Muslim friendly sport
facility concept by scrutinizing the sharia principles framework for sport
alongside with fatwas that are already produced to guide Muslim in sport. Besides
that, the study also collaborated with the selected local authority which is Nilai
Municipal Council (Majlis Perbandaran Nilai) in developing the guidelines and
procedure in governing and managing the concept of Muslim friendly sport
facility that follow the sharia guidelines. The type of methods that used in this
study is by adopting the qualitative method of research. Qualitative methods often
refer to several types of research techniques which includes case studies,
observation, and interviews. Furthermore, qualitative methods emphasizing on the
understanding, interpretation, observations in natural setting and closeness to data
with a sort of observer view. In this research, three methods used to collect data
which are library research, focus group discussions and open ended interview.
The research required the general overview of the current roles of local authority
in managing sport facilities in Malaysia. The method also emphasizes the shariah
rules that have to follow in order to claim the sport facilities as a Muslim friendly.
Besides that the research also integrates the shariah principles, the laws and
regulations of sport facilities management in order to develop the Muslim friendly
sport facilities. The findings of the study imply that the Muslim Friendly sports
facilities development has improved rapidly over the past years in Malaysia.
However, such improvements are inadequate to the overall development of sports
facilities for the Muslim friendly tourism. However, there are still on-going
debates on how people will practice and behave when they are using the Muslim
friendly sport facilities. This is because people are not free from committing bad
behaviors and this might give a bad image to the branding or Muslim friendly
sport facilities. Thus, the study of people perception and practices that comply
when they are playing in the Muslim friendly sport facility is necessary for the
future research.



Eoddl Lo

ladly SOl Jan (] Ot @ eSs Lany pgians Bl 2Ll 315l
s oMy aesl ) sV Grekead] il bl (JU (ol
Gl blE g O] e Mz Wyl redened) diial) ao-Lod) daisY)
Sy By ookl lend Jes ) o35 Y (@) oay Al Al e L)
3ol %S e BVl dmslsl) dgemsd) Lokl Gl wmg ¥ 0L i J
s s alaV) oIS ally 2asSH olel) epadl @3l 2ol odgs
e @ L el slasy fall ode C Ul agdy U sda ) Ll (@A
Of 5 e sdle Lgoldly Aol )l (3 A i) fosle e AL gl
Gagergd) bsbdl 1 3 Sl 1S ol o Ogy ol s
Lo @l el BB AL S e CLaL G el Yl
Sl 93 oo Aol s o 3L A3ling G Ol Y smg (A
ML 592 Ll 065 S Cpedenel] Bilial) 200 ) oBLgd §)13] (3 densSH

AW T 3 L) g ladld



APPROVAL PAGE

| certify that | have supervised and read this study and that in my opinion, it
conforms to acceptable standards of the scholarly presentation and is fully
adequate, in scope and quality as a thesis for the degree of Master of Halal
Industry Management.

Majdah Zawawi
Supervisor

Noriah Ramli
Co-Supervisor

| certify that | have read this study and that in my opinion it conforms to
acceptable standards of scholarly presentation and is fully adequate, in scope and
quality, as a thesis for the degree of Master of Art (Halal Industry Management).

Nor Asiah Mohamad
Internal Examiner

Suhaimi Abdul Rahman
External Examiner

This thesis was submitted to the INHART and is accepted as a fulfilment of the
requirements for the degree of Master of Art (Halal Industry Management).

Irwandi Jaswir

Deputy Dean,

International Institute for
Halal Research and Training

This thesis was submitted to the INHART and is accepted as a fulfilment of the
requirements for the degree of Master of Art (Halal Industry Management).

Hamzah Mohd Salleh

Dean,

International Institute for
Halal Research and Training



DECLARATION

| hereby declare that this dissertation is the result of my own investigations,
except otherwise stated. | also declare that it has not been previously or

concurrently submitted as a whole for any other degrees at IIUM or other

institutions

Muhammad Irhammudin Bin Ibrahim



INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

DECLARATION OF COPYRIGHT AND AFFIRMATION OF
FAIR USE OF UNPUBLISHED RESEARCH

THE ROLE OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN GOVERNING
MUSLIM FRIENDLY SPORT FACILITIES

I declare that the copyright holders of this dissertation are jointly owned by the student
and 1IUM.

Copyright © 2017 Muhammad Irhammudin Bin Ibrahim and International Islamic University
Malaysia. All rights reserved.

No part of this unpublished research may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission of the
copyright holder except as provided below

1. Any material contained in or derived from this unpublished research
may be used by others in their writing with due acknowledgement.

2. 1IUM or its library will have the right to make and transmit copies
(print or electronic) for institutional and academic purposes.

3. The 1HUM library will have the right to make, store in a retrieved
system and supply copies of this unpublished research if requested
by other universities and research libraries.

By signing this form, | acknowledged that | have read and understand the 1HUM
Intellectual Property Right and Commercialization policy.

Affirmed by Muhammad Irhammudin Bin Ibrahim

Signature Date




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| would like to dedicate this thesis to my beloved parents, Haji Ibrahim Bin Mat
and Hajah Noriah Binti Saad. Your unconditional love in my life and you’re
continued support for my work and my writing in the foundation for the thesis.
Your calming influence and belief in my abilities give me the strength to be the
best person and professional that | can be. I love you both more than anything in

this world and thank you for making me a better person every day.

In addition, | would like to show my appreciation to my Supervisor Associate
Professor Dr. Majdah Binti Zawawi and my co-Supervisor Asst Professor Dr.
Noriah Binti Ramli for this thesis. Your assistance as my Supervisor and co-
Supervisor set of eyes for all parts of this research project and the quality on your
input and suggestion significantly enhanced the quality and the strength of this
text. In addition, your expertise in the field of Muslim friendly hospitality
management and services has provided current and cutting edge information that
will provide the readers with information. Thank you for your professionalism and

involvement in this research project.

I would like also to recognize the efforts of my colleague Noor Najihah Binti
Daud, Syarafina Nublan Zaky, Hamidah Binti Ayob, Khadijah Binti Othman and
Dr. Muhammad Aizat Bin Jamaludin. Your help and courage has helped me in

continuing my research and study. Thank you.

Vi



TABLE OF CONTENT

ADSTFACT. ...t nes i
ADSErACt IN AFADIC. .....eiviiiieii e i
APPIOVAI PAGE. ... ii
DeClaration PAgE.........cuciieiiieiicieiie et iv
COPYIGNE PAGE. ... v
ACKNOWIEAGEMENT......c.oiiiieiiee et Vi
LISt OF TaDIES.....oo i s X
LISt OF FIQUIES......vieiece et Xi
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION.......cccoitiieiesere e, 1
1.1 General INtrodUCTION........ccveiiiiereeece e 1
1.2 BaCKQrOUN........cceeiieeiecicciee e 8
1.3 Problem Statement..........coooevieieeiice e 12
1.4 Objectives of The Study........ccceeveeiiiiiecie e 12
1.5 Chapters OVEIVIEW. .......cccviiieiiiiiiiiie s 13
CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW.........cccocoiiiiiiiiieiiinns 15
2.1 INrOAUCTION. ....cveiiiiieieiee et 15
2.1.1 Muslim Friendly Hospitality Overview.............c.cc.ccevneee. 17
2.2 Dimensions of Muslim-friendly Tourism..............cccccevevveiienenn, 19
2.2.1 Muslim Friendly Hospitality Services from the Malaysia
PEISPECTIVES. ... .eevecieciiceie e 20
2.3 Sport Tourism as Muslim-friendly Tourism Products................ 23
2.3.1 The Need for Sport for TOUTISE..........cceeeiirerenirieieee, 24

2.3.2 Sport Facilities as Product for Muslim Friendly Tourism.. 27
2.3.3 Potential and Prospects for Sports Tourism products in

MaIAYSIA. .....veeeeceiecieee e 29
2.4 Introduction t0 SPOITS........ccviirieieiieriieeeeeee e 32
2.4.1 The History of SPOrtS........ccccovvvviieiiiiiie e 33
2.4.2 The Role and Importance of Sports in Society................. 34
2.4.3 The Benefits of Sports towards Health..................cc..o..... 35
2.5 Introduction to Sport FaCilities...........cccooiverieieieiinc e 37
2.5.1 Sport Facility Management...........ccccovvvevieeveeciieenee e 38
2.5.2 Sport Facilities Access and Opportunity...........ccocceevreenne. 39
2.5.3 Sport Facilities Quality, safety and sustainability............. 40
2.5.4 Sport Facilities Development Considerations................... 41
2.5.5 The Impact of Sport Facilities towards Nation.................. 42
2.6 Sports in Contemporary ISIamic Law..........ccccevvreneninnniiennenn 43
2.6.1 Islamic Jurisprudence Views in SPOrts..........cccccevveeriennnnne 44
2.6.2 Modern Sports and Islam: Social and Intellectual
CONEEXL. .. 48
2.6.3 The Legitimacy to Practice and Watch Sports.................. 55
2.6.4 Permissiveness and Modesty In Sports.........ccoccevveviennnene 62

vii



2.6.5 Sports versus Religious DULIES...........ccccvvevviiereerieseennn, 67
2.6.6 Paganism, Gambling and the Torture of Animals in

SPOIES. ittt 70
2.6.7 CONCIUSIONS.....cviiiiiiiieiieie e 73
2.7 Local Authority in MalaysSia............cccevvereeneiiieiie e 75
2.7.1 DEFINITIONS. ..ottt 75
2.7.2 Historical Of Local Authority In Malaysia.............c..c....... 76
2.7.3 Objectives and Functions of the Local Authority.............. 79
2.7.4 Roles of Local AUthOFitY........ccccceevveveiieieee e 82
2.7.5 Local AUthority LaWS.........cccoviirieieiiicncseseseeeeeeeees 84
2.7.6 CONCIUSIONS......oviiiiiiiiieiieicee e 85
2.8 LITErature Gap.....coveovereeriieieeieie et 86
CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHOLOGY.........ccccocvivneiieriene 87
S L INrOAUCTION. ...t 87
3.1.1 Library RESEArCh.......c.cocviiiiiiiieieiesic s 88
3.1.2 Rationale of Choosing Case Study..........cccccoevrvrinieinnnn. 91
3.1.3 Individual Interview Method.............ccoovevivieneniiienisinnns 92
3.2 Sport Facility Case StudY.........coovevereiiiieieie e 97
3.2.1 Nilai PUDIIC Park........cccoooieiiiiiinieiiese e, 98
3.2.2 Airport SPort CompleX.......cceoiviiieieieieic e, 103
3.2.3 Nilai Indoor Stadium.........cccooeiiiiniiieie e 107
3.3 SUMMANY ...ttt 109
CHAPTER FOUR: RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS..........ccccccvvvnnenn. 110
4.1 Sport and Recreation in Islam..............ccccooeviiiicieiicce e, 110
4.1.1 Sport from Islamic Perspectives............cccceevrerereniennniens 110
4.1.2 Shariah Principles in SPort...........ccccccvveieveeieiie e, 115
4.1.3 Sports Criterion that are Prohibited in Islam.................... 119
4.1.4 Sunnah of health and Fitness from Sport Activities.......... 121
4.2 Integration of Shariah Principles in Sport and Recreation
FACHITY ..o s 124
4.2.1 Shariah guidelines for Muslim friendly sport facilities..... 125
4.2.2 Muslim friendly Sport Facilities Management Criteria..... 126
4.3 The Role of Governments and Local Authority in Sport and
Recreation FaCility..........cccooviiiiiiiiiiccee s 131
4.3.1 Malaysian Local Government Involvement in Sport
FacilitieS ProVisSion..........ccccovvevvevesieseee e 132
4.3.2 Malaysian Local Government Policy and Provision
Involvement in Sport Facilities Provision..............c.c.c...... 133
4.3.3 Malaysian Local Government Roles in Sport Facilities
PrOVISION....cuiiiiiiiiiieiee e 134
4.4 Sport Facilities Management..........ccocveveeeiinnieie e 137
4.4.1 Sport Facilities Advertisement Procedure............c.ccoe...... 138
4.4.2 Local Government Future Plan In Managing Sport
FACIIITIES. ... 139

viii



CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.... 141
5.1 Issues and Challenges in developing Muslim-friendly Sport

and Recreational Facilities..........ccoovevvriiiiiinenieseee e 141
5.2 Conclusions and Recommendations............ccccevereneneneniennnenns 142
5.3 Proposals for Standard Operating Procedure for Muslim

Friendly Sport Facilities Management............c..ccccceeeeenenn. 143
5.3.1 INtrOdUCTION. ...c.vveiiee e 143
5.3.2 Facility Design BaSiC........cccccvuerieieeiieiesie e e eee s, 144
5.3.3 Organizational Management............cccceeerenenineneeieennens 145
5.3.4 Human Resources in Sport Facility..............cccccveveieenenn, 146
5.3.5 General Facility Operating Procedures............c.ccocvevvenene. 147

5.4 Propose checklist for Muslim Friendly Sport and Recreational
Facilities For Enforcement by Local Authority.............cccc...... 149
5.5 CONCIUSIONS.....ccuiiiiiiiie it 150
REFERENGCES.........co oot 151
GLOSSARY ...ttt b 155



LIST OF TABLE

Table No. Page No.
Table 1 Tourist Arrival and Receipts to Malaysia from 2009

to 2013 (Source: Tourism Malaysian) 21
Table 3 Distribution of Local Authorities in Malaysian 85



Figure No.

Figure 1

Figure 2
Figure 3
Figure 4
Figure 5
Figure 6
Figure 7
Figure 8
Figure 9
Figure 10
Figure 11
Figure 12
Figure 13
Figure 14
Figure 15
Figure 16
Figure 17
Figure 18
Figure 19

Figure 20

LIST OF FIGURES

Aspect of Islamic Tourism That Need To Be
Highlighted In Malaysia

Step Taken During the Interview

Nilai Municipal Council

Sample of Interview guide

Sample of Interview question

Nilai Public Park Arial Plan

Sport stretching Equipment

Badminton Court

Futsal court

Football field

Jogging trek

Basketball Track

Public Amphitheater

Children playground

Airport Sport Complex in Nilai

Front View Layout Plan Airport Sport Complex
Airport Sport Complex Bowling Lane
Airport Sport Complex Badminton Court
Airport Sport Complex Gymnasium

Airport Sport Complex Billiard Arena

Xi

Page No.

27
03
94
95
96
08
99
99
100
100
101
101
102
102
103
103
104
104
105

105



Figure 21
Figure 22
Figure 23
Figure 24
Figure 25
Figure 26
Figure 27
Figure 28

Figure 29

Figure 30

Figure 31

Figure 32

Airport Sport Complex Surau

Airport Sport Complex Restaurants and Shops

Nilai Indoor Stadium

Nilai Indoor Stadium Seats

World Women Futsal Tournament in Nilai Indoor Stadium
Shariah guidelines for Muslim Friendly Sport Facility
Muslim Friendly Sport Facility Management Criteria
Facility Design Process

Muslim Friendly Sport Facility General Operating
Procedures

Muslim Friendly Sport Facility General Operating
Procedures

Sport Facility during Operation

Table Checklist

Xii

106

106

107

108

108

125

126

144

147

148

148

149



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION

In Arabic, the word tourism originated from the word ‘siyaahah’ from the book
Al-Mawrid by Dr. Rohi Baalbaki, which literally means travelling on the earth for
various objectives such as worship. According to the book “Fath Al-Baari” by
Ibn Rajab, Islam came to elevate the concept of siyaahah and connect it to great
and noble aims such as worshiping Allah. In this case, siyaahah or travelling is
enjoined in order to perform one of the pillars of Islam, namely Hajj and ‘Umrah
throughout the year. In fact, there are a lot of verses mentioned in the Al-Qur’an
which encourage Muslim to travel for the purpose of worshiping Allah such as in

Surah Al-Ankabut verse 20,
o 08 e 0 55390 A {5 28 501 1 61 500 s (3 e OB

“Say: ‘Travel in the earth and see how He has originated the creation,
then Allah brings forth the later creation; verily Allah is powerful over

everything’.”
Besides that, in the Surah Al-An’am also mentioned in the verse 11 which is:
Al dgle 8 iR Tk 2 () 8 T O

"Say: 'Travel in the earth, then sees what has been the end of the

rejecters"."



Lastly, the urges for Muslim to travel also are mentioned in the Surah

Muhammad verse 10:
ALY @}@3 2gile A %3 2618 G Godll Adile (8 e ) ks gajj\}\ Y PTc

Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what was the end of
those before them? Allah destroyed them completely, and a similar

[fate is in store for] disbelievers.

Hence, from all these three Surahs, we can conclude that, Islam
encourages Muslim to travel and see the greatness of Allah and they learn a lesson
from the ancestors who are disbelievers towards Allah. Meanwhile the technical
meaning of the word tourism is a social interaction or movement that is done
through a visit to a region of another country for various purposes (Shakiry,

2007).

Tourism gives an impact to the receiving country whereby the tourist
would bring harm either positive or negative impact. On the other hand, tourism
as defined by World Tourism Organization (WTO 1990) is the activities of person
travelling to and staying in places outside their usual environment for not more
than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes.
Comparatively, Islamic tourism is defined by The Malaysian Islamic Tourism
Center (Ministry of Tourism Malaysia) as any activity, event, experience or
indulgence, undertaken in a state of travel that is shariah compliant. Such travels
are done with the purpose of learning history, experiencing the arts, culture and

heritage, as well as the way of life of the locals.



In addition to that, travel could also motivated by economics, health,
educational reason and other human interest. The history of tourism in the early
stages of its emergences was to meet human needs for safety and food (Cook,
Yale & Marqua, and 2006:14). For safety reasons, a person will go for travel to a
peaceful place to meet those needs. If such area is calm and peace, then they will
continue for other purposes. For the purposes of searching the sources of food,
they will go to travel and hunting for food. However, in the present day, the need

for travel has evolved in which people tend to engage in business.

In this field, they will produce products that can meet the needs of others
and through the production of goods it would create a demand that requires
traveling in order to get it. In addition, the human purpose of travel is closely
related to the religious purpose. For example, travel to the holy places in
Palestine, Al-Agsa Mosque and others. For Arabs and Muslim communities, they
travel due to the urge to seek knowledge, preaching, trading, and geographical

changes and see the relics and shrines of the religious and history.

In this case, tourism is always influenced by religious including Islam,
Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism and other religions (Shani et al,
2007). Religious tourism is the oldest type of the tourism because religion
emerged when human was created in the world. Religious tourism is developed

based on tourist’s motivation by religious reason and faith.



Religious tourism refers to someone who visits a specific place out of their
usual environment, with the intention of spiritual meaning and growth without
overt the religious compulsion which could be religious, sacred or experiential in
nature but within a divine context, regardless of the main reason for travelling

(Hag and Jackson, 2009 cited by Hag and Wong Ho Yin, 2010, p. 137).

The feeling of devoutness cannot see by eyes directly but can be felt the
inner soul of persons. Thus, the action taken by human usually is based from the
spiritual faith of the believers. Spiritual aspect or Ruhaniyyah is the one of the
factors in human development for emotions, physicals, intellectuals and social. On
the other hand, spirituality is significant towards sociological and business
approaches. Human should have a good spiritual in order to gain peace and
harmony. Furthermore, religious and spiritual in Islam are interrelated to each
other, but many people cannot recognize it. Likewise, Haq and Ho Yin (2010)
categorized Islam as religious and spiritual tourism into three sections which are

Hajj/Umrah, rihlah and ziyarah (Bhardwaj, 1998).

Traveling in Islam is a purposeful activity that aims to achieve physical,
social and spiritual goals. The concept of Islamic tourism is a very broad and has
various concepts, but it is rooted according to the principles of Islam that

encompassing guidelines for the Muslim tourist.



The guidelines referred to certain paragraph of the international code of
ethical tourism adopted on 1% October 1990 by the UN’s World Tourism
Organizations. According to Islamic view, tourism is consolidated from the global
viewpoint as a civilized and interdependent global tourism whereas the principles

are based on:

1. Respect for the noble human values and ethics which preserve human
dignity and pride

2. Respect for the natural environment and society

3. Enhancement of social solidarity by ensuring local people profit from
tourist activities.

4. Making the effort to give the right of travel to all people by offering
services suitable to all social classes.

5. Respect the families of various religion and various people who want to
preserve their values and the education of their children.

6. Respect for people who observe Islamic values.

Thus, according to these principles, the idea of Islamic values in tourism
already exists and recognized internationally at global level. Nonetheless the
increasing demand for shariah compliances products and services is indirect result

of the increase number of Muslims travelers.



In the Muslim World, the relevance of religion seems even more
pronounced where the tourism in Muslim countries shows that the Islamic
principles have a clear imprint on policies that affecting tourism development. In
all Muslim countries, however, including Saudi Arabia and Libya, the hedonistic
forms of tourism are discouraged, but at the same time the Islamic concept of
tourism are more stresses on the sacred goal of submission to Allah. (Graburn,
1977). Muslims as hosts and guests are repeatedly enjoined to support acts of Fi-

Sabilillah which is the commission of an act sincerely for the sake of Allah.

Muslims are encouraged to travel through the earth so that they appreciate
the greatness of God through observing the signs of beauty and bounty of Allah’s
creations which can be seen everywhere, both in the realms of the past and
present. The goal of travel is to help instill the realization of the smallness of man
and the greatness of Allah. (Graburn, 1977). The spiritual goal of travel is to
reinforce ones submission to Allah, while the social goal is to encourage and
strengthen the bond of Muslim fraternity among the Muslim community.
According to the Prophet Muhammad, “a traveler is granted similar reward to
that given for good deeds practiced at home, as if the traveler was practicing the
same while traveling” (Sahih Al-Bukhari (4:239), SAB 1984). To facilitate
Muslim travelers, it should be well supported with the Muslim friendly facilities
such as tourism accommodation, prayers places, halal food and beverages, sport

and recreational facilities as well as suitable tourism products.



Tourism has become one of the world’s largest and fastest growing
industries. The tourism industry is globally a rapid growing industry and
contributes to the economic enhancement as well as generates employment
opportunities, apart from contributes to the development, especially in a
developing country like Malaysia. The international tourist arrivals worldwide for
the year 2005 was 806 million with Asia Pacific receiving 155 million tourists,
and the international arrivals is expected to reach 1.0 billion by 2010
(NMP,2006:199). The rapid growth is seen as a huge potential for further
advancement of the industry, and thus strengthening of the nation’s economy
through it. The Malaysian tourism industry had undergone multiple challenges
before assuming its position in the world tourism destination map, abreast of the
other popular destinations worldwide. The unstable world politics, SARS and
challenge posed by the other ASEAN countries competing to draw tourists had

initiated Malaysia to set its own strategy in diversifying the tourist attractions.

Various studies were undertaken to identify the tourism demand
characteristics and international trend apart from define the potential products to
be promoted. As such, Malaysia had increased the tourism promotions, arranged
various programmes and events, as well as diversified and upgraded the tourism-
related facilities. The current scenario showed that Muslim friendly facilities for
Muslim travelers are not well provided. Most of the facilities provided by the
tourisms industry are not shariah compliant. Thus, there is a need to study the
appropriate shariah guidelines for the local authority and the tourism industry to

manage and provide a Muslim friendly products and services.



1.2 BACKGROUND

Islam and tourism has generated significant academic interest (Al-Hamarneh &
Steiner, 2004). However the understanding of the relationship between tourism
and Islam has attracted far less attention, despite the existence of several enquiries
dealing with specific elements of that relationship which are the attributes of
shariah compliant hotels and their commercial interest (Henderson, 2010), halal
food and its influence on the tourism industry and destination choice (Bon &
Hussain, 2010) and Islamic hospitality as a regional strategy for indigenous
tourism development (Stepheson, Russel & Edgar, 2010). Unfortunately, the
research regarding on the Muslim-friendly sport tourism has never been done.
Tourism and hospitality industries are dependent on one another and it is a

fundamental element of tourism experience.

As Malaysia is heading to be the world halal hub, there is a need to ensure
the Islamic principles and practices are manifest within the context of tourism and
its development including Muslim friendly sports facilities. The concept of the
Muslim friendly tourism is an addition to the conventional or mainstreams
tourism in which, Islamic tourism emphasizes the elements that implements
shariah as a guidelines to the Muslims. This reflects that Islam does not
distinguish between religious and secular but considering the shariah as a part of
elements to be implemented in order to make it a complete way of life. These
combinations will give a balanced satisfaction of both the material and spiritual

needs of all human being.



Each activity or program is conducted according to shariah compliant rules
which also can be applied to all regardless of their religious affiliation. In this
case, it shows that Muslim friendly tourism is not only focused on the Muslim
community only but also include others religious community too. Many Islamic
scholars has characterized the concept of Muslim friendly tourism which are
flexible, rationale, simple and balanced. Islamic tourism is flexible and is just not
limited to a certain purposes but it also covers a wide scope of tourism. Islam
allows for a variety of purposes to travel as long as the intention is not in
contravention of the Islamic law. This purpose is encouraged for the good things
such as visiting family members, relatives, friends and historical places in order to

foster the bonds.

In addition, Islam does not burden his people when they are travelling.
Among the concessions provided by Islam when a Muslim travel is the lightness
or rukhsah for tourist to perform prayer such as shortening or gasar and
combining prayers which is jama’. This shows that Islam is a simple and rational
religion that makes it easy for it followers to travel with peace of mind. Malaysia
especially Muslim community traditionally guided by shariah law, which is
derived primarily form the Al-Qur’an and other important sources of Islamic law
include statements of Prophet Muhammad SAW which are including the As-
Sunnah or Hadith that emphasizing the prophetic tradition of Islam and the
sanctions of the jurist representing the Muslim community. Shariah is a mercy and
it is intended for the interest of the people in both this life and hereafter. It is

neither harsh nor strangling. (Sanad, Kassim & Scott 2010).



Thus, shariah establishes a social structure for Muslim community and
acts as a moral guideline for daily life. It place emphasis on the human conduct
and instruct behavior associated with many aspects of the social environment such
as food, drink, dress, hygiene, etiquette, communication and entertainment which
including sports. The needs of the Muslim tourist vary from one type to another,
but all tourists need some form of accommodation such as food , drink,
transportation, shopping and to a lesser extent our Muslim tourist need some sort

of entertainment and decent sport facilities .

Besides inexpensive and dependable ground transportation, the other
needs which include are the quality facilities for accommodations such as
restaurants, shopping and sightseeing and also the Islamic kind of entertainment
that often required by the Muslim Travelers. This is very important where the
length of stay which proportional to the amount of tourist dollars spent are
depends on the ability of the host community to provide sustained interest among
the Muslim tourists. The rating of a destination gets from the tourists will have a
decisive influence on the probability of repeat visits in the future, which include
the further publicity by the word of mouth. One of the most significant yet
misunderstood Islamic concepts is the role of sport and leisure towards reaching
the desired spiritual harmony and perfection. Islam not only permits sport and
leisure, in fact Islam recommends it in such a moderate way. We find that Islam
allows people to enjoy sport and leisure but in a ways that are wholesome, pure,

clean and definitely halal.
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According to one of the principles of figh, when it comes to things in this
world is that everything is permissible unless there is a proof it is prohibited as
mentioned in the hadith The Prophet (pbuh) said: “The lawful is that which Allah
has made lawful for you, and the prohibited is that which is prohibited in His
Book; that concerning which He is silent, He has permitted as a mercy to you.”
(Bukhari, Ibn Majah and at-Tirmidhi). This applies to all forms of activity as well
as sport and leisure. Those forms of entertainment which are clearly prohibited in
the Al-Qur’an or in the Sunnah or by analogy are the prohibited forms, but

everything else is permissible as long as they fulfill basic criteria

There is a narration of hadith that prohibits all forms of entertainment
except three where in the hadith narrated from Hazrat Ibn Umar (R.A) in which
our beloved Prophet Muhammad said “Teach your children swimming, archery
and horse riding”. On the other hand, as we can see, In Thya’ U’lumuddin book by
Imam al-Ghazzali, he gives a very good response to this hadith. Imam al-
Ghazzali mentioned that, “Just because these few are mentioned in one hadith, it
does not necessarily mean that other forms of sports are all zaram because there
are many other narrations that the Prophet and the Sahabah entertained
themselves in other ways that was not mentioned in this kadith.” Thus, based on
this hadiths and scholar view, we can conclude that the kind of entertainment that

encourages by Islam is sport and recreation.
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