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ABSTRACT 

This dissertation examines the commitment of Nigeria in eradicating violence against 

women in its entire ramification. Successive Nigerian governments have acceded to 

all international and regional instruments on human rights and particularly on 

ZRPHQ¶V� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� DQG� HPSRZHUPHQW�� 7RZDUGV� WKLV� HQG� WKH� &RQVWLWXWLRQ� RI�

Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 elaborated provision on civil and political rights and 

also on economic, social and cultural rights as a solemn textual declaration. These 

provisions are quite significant due to the supreme status of the constitution and its 

prevail over all laws in Nigeria. Thus Nigeria has enacted the Violence Against 

Persons (Prohibition) Act 2015 in its bid to eradicate all forms of violence against 

women and guarantee their rights. This legislation is undermined by identified and 

defined shortcomings which include inadequacy of necessary provisions, restricted 

jurisdiction and applications that are crucially not national legislation. This study 

therefore seeks to investigate why violence against women in Nigeria persists and 

existing legal and institutional framework responses have failed to curtail the rising 

profile of violence against women. This study also emphasise that there is need for 

RWKHU� QHFHVVDU\� OHJLVODWLRQV� WR� EH� SURPXOJDWHG� DQG� WKH� H[LVWLQJ� RQH¶V� DPHQGHG��

Accordingly there is need to establish a dedicated government agency to combat 

violence against women in Nigeria. Otherwise it will be far from realising its 

international and regional obligations. This research adopted the qualitative 

methodology and employed doctrinal and non-doctrinal approaches in order to realise 

it objectives. Hence unstructured and semi-structured interview were administered and 

the respondents were selected based on purposive random sampling. Thus, judges, 

policy makers, legislators, traditional rulers, law enforcement agents and 

women/victims/survivors of violence were interviewed. The responses received have 

contributed immensely toward conclusive evaluation of this research culminating in to 

a few suggestions. This research persistently maintained that in order for Nigeria to 

formulate an enforceable legal regime in eradicating violence against women, the 

suggestions on law reform in both amendment and enactment is quite imperative.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

This study examines the institution of an enforceable legal regime that will eradicate 

ViROHQFH� DJDLQVW� ZRPHQ� �9$:�� ZKLFK� LV� VLPSO\� D� YLRODWLRQ� RI� ZRPHQ¶V� KXPDQ�

rights
1
 and the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women

2
 (UNCSW) has 

observed that the most prevalent and multi-dimensional occurrence of violence against 

women and girls is fundamentally a violation of their human rights, which subjects 

them to physical, psychological and economic abuse regardless of geographical 

ERXQGDULHV��DJH��UDFH��VWDWXV��FXOWXUH�RU�ZHDOWK��7KXV�XQWLO�ODWH�����¶V�LW�LV�RIIHQVLYH�WR�

publicly discuss violence against women (VAW) even at the international for a, but it 

is a universal reality which is often invisible.
3
 

Nigeria is also suffering from this global pandemic. This is because violence 

against women in Nigeria is ingrained in the traditional patriarchal foundation of the 

society. Tradition deems men as superior to women, husbands has the right to chastise 

their wives and women are regarded as subordinate to men within the family and the 

community at large
4
. It is also argued that this painful and unfortunate circumstance of 

ZRPHQ¶V�VXERUGLQDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�D�VLWXDWLRQ�WKDW�VSDQV�IURP�WKH�³FUDGOH�

                                                 
1
3DGPLQL� 0XUWK\�� 8VKPD� 8SDGK\D\�� 1ZDGLQREL�(�� ³9LROHQFH� $JDLQVW� :RPHQ� DQG� *LUOV�� $� 6LOHQW�

*OREDO� 3DQGHPLF´, at 11, <http;/jonesandbartiett/pub/56314_CH02_MURTHY.pdf>  ( accessed 28 

February, 2015 
2
 UN, entity for gender quality and the empowerment of women 

<http://www.unifem.org/gender_issues/violence_againstwomen>  (28 February 28, 2015) 
3
 Usha Srivastava, The Status of Women in Law in Asian Countries, (New Delhi, Md Publishers Ltd, 

2010)  248 
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  Ini Nnadi,, ³$Q�LQVLJKW�LQ�WR�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ�DV�KXPDQ�ULJKW�YLRODWLRQ�LQ�1LJHULD��D�FULWLTXH´,  

Journal of Politics and Law; vol,5, No,3 (2012): 49  
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WR� JUDYH´
5
.  From the time a girl is born, she is subjected to painful discriminatory 

practices until the end of her life. This is shown in the form of male preference
6
 while 

JLUOV�ZLOO�OHDYH�WKHLU�IDPLO\�KRPH�WR�PDUU\�DQG�EHFRPH�WKHLU�KXVEDQG¶V�SURSHUW\
7
 

Globally, many women are abused, tortured and murdered. These acts of 

violence against women, in most cases, occurred in the home and in circumstances 

where it occurs in public view, it is often condoned by the women themselves or it is 

seen as culturally acceptable
8
. It is estimated that one in every three women suffer 

domestic violence at the hands of those who claim to love them and are responsible to 

protect them.
9
 Studies have shown that 35% of women in Latin America are abused or 

assaulted by their intimate partners while in Sub Saharan Africa 45% of women suffer 

the same predicament
10

. Thus, violence against women account for 75% of all crime 

committed globally. In Bangladesh, the killing of women by their husbands account 

for 50% of murders
11

�� ,Q� 3DNLVWDQ�� ���� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\¶V� ZRPHQ� DUH� YLFWLPV� RI�

intimate partner violence
12

. Every year, 12000 women die in Russia due to domestic 

violence
13

. In the United States of America, as reported by the Centre for Disease 

Control, at least 1,800, 000 women are assaulted by their intimate partners every year, 

and 1,000 to 1,600 of them die as a result every year
14

. The report further reiterates 

that these numbers of death does not include those who commit suicide to escape the 
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violence and those who die homeless on the streets in an attempt to escape abuse 

committed by their husbands at home. 

A report conducted by Project Alert
15

 shows that in Nigeria there is steady 

increase in violent attacks against women by looking at the statistics for the previous 

year in 2003 from a comparative perspective. A total of 169 cases were documented 

and the numbers show the following bleak reality: domestic violence/murder = 40 

cases, rape/sexual assault = 32 cases, assault/murder = 73 cases, acid attacks = 3 cases 

and kidnapping/abduction = 21 cases
16

. Additionally, according to the report 

submitted by the Nigerian police in Kano state, in 2016 alone 570 rapists were 

arrested.
17

 The situation in Nigeria is exacerbated by the preponderance of the 

application and the observance of cultural and traditional practices and socio-religious 

requirements. These include female circumcision, or otherwise known as female 

genital mutilation,
18

 widowhood rites, forced child marriages, marital rape, 

accusations of witchcraft, discriminatory inheritance practices and the abuse of female 

domestic servants.
19

 

In the same vein, according to Human Rights and Conflict Resolution Centre 

(HRCRC), an NGO based in Abakaliki, 142 cases of VAW were reported to the 

authorities between the months of January and August 2015.
20
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Thus, VAW in Nigeria is alarming because the security and lives of women are 

not guaranteed and that violence by individuals or groups may be inflicted on them 

and the culprits will, often than not, escape justice. Recently, there is violence of great 

magnitude affecting Nigerian women and it has not been resolved. This refers to the 

abduction of 276 female students from the Chibok Government Girls Secondary 

School, in the Chibok government area of Borno State, Nigeria, on 14
th

 April 2014
21

. 

Although the abduction was committed by a group popularly called the Boko Haram, 

the leader of the group, Sheikh Abubakar Shekau, admitted responsibility for the 

abduction and was recorded saying that he will sell the abducted girls in the market 

place because they are slaves and there is a market for slaves
22

. This incident has 

attracted international outcry, condemnation and mass protests within Nigeria. In fact, 

the government of the United State of America has deployed specialised personnel to 

assist the Nigerian Government to search and return the girls to their families.
23

  

Although there were other incidences of VAW which were not given much 

media attention, including the abduction of over 35 women from the Matankari village 

of Maru in the government area of Zamfara state by local bandits.
24

 Accordingly, the 

National Council of Women Societies has also revealed that a survey they have 

conducted on nationwide female inmates in Nigerian prisons in 2016 shows that 90% 

of victims of abuse are nursing mothers or pregnant women
25

  who were sexually 

sexual assaulted and raped.  At the same time, Nigerian government officials were 

                                                 
21

 This horrible and terrible incident was reported by Aljazeera, BBC, CNN, and almost all international 
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accused of sexual assault and rape of the women displaced by the Boko Haram 

insurgency.
26

  

However, in its 2006 report
27

 Amnesty International reveals the disturbing 

reality that the Nigerian police force, Nigeria prison service and other security and law 

enforcement agencies in Nigeria are themselves perpetrators of VAW. These people 

are guilty of custodial rape, which includes the rape of female relatives of detainees 

who visit their detained relations or arrested girls and women were coerced into sex to 

negotiate their freedom.  

A British Council report also reveals that up to one third of women in Nigeria 

are subjected to one form of violence or the other and that unmarried women in the 

southern part Nigeria are worst hit with 70% of them having suffered physical, 

psychological and sexual violence. The report maintains that physical violence is 

frequent and rampant in the south west and southern regions which suggests that one 

in every five women have suffered physical abuse.
28

 The report further maintains that 

the figure is not precise as to the actual number of VAW cases because abuse often 

goes unreported due to the unwillingness of victims to report their abuse to the 

authorities primarily because of social stigma and shame.
29

 

According to Amnesty International domestic violence is the most pervasive 

form of violence and it is endemic largely due to societal tolerance and the view that 

such incidents, such as sexual abuse of domestic servants and female members of a 

family, and marital rape, and are considered a private matter. Other forms of violence 

                                                 
26

 :DOVK��-��+XPDQ�ULJKWV�ZDWFK��³0DVV�UDSH�WR�PDVV�SURWHVW��9$:�LQ�����´��DYDLODEOH�DW�

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/11/28 (accessed on 17 March2017) 
27

 Amnesty international report, (2006), Nigeria: Rape ± the silent weapon, (AI Index AFR: 

44/020/2006), 2006 
28

 British council Nigeria, Gender in Nigeria report 2
nd

 (ed.), (2012): Improving the lives of girls and 

women in Nigeria,  British council and UK aid Nigeria, at  48-49 
29

 Ibid.  47 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/11/28


 

6 

include physical abuse which results in to serious bodily injury and death, forced 

marriages, female circumcision and widowhood rites.
30

 The report further raises 

concern on the lack of statistics and the tolerance of victims to remain in abusive 

relationships, and such violence is only heard of if divorce is at issue.
31

 

It has also been revealed that in addition to enduring and tolerating abusive 

relationships, female victims of domestic violence tend to justify the abuse inflicted 

on them, particularly when it involves reasons that emerge from assumptions of 

JHQGHU�UROHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�:RUOG�:RPHQ¶V�5HSRUW�����
32

, 30% of 

Nigerian women accept and justify the burning of the food as a reason for wife 

beating. 40% of them believe that beDWLQJ�GXH� WR� WKHLU� UHIXVDO� RI� WKHLU�KXVEDQG¶V�RU�

SDUWQHU¶V� VH[XDO� DGYDQFHV� LV� DOVR� MXVWLILHG�� ZKLOH� ���� RI� ZRPHQ� WKLQN� WKDW� ZLIH�

beating is allowed as a consequence of arguing with their husband. 

1LJHULD¶V� GHPRJUDSKLF� SURILOH� VKRZV� WKDW� LW� LV� WKH� PVRVW� SRSulous nation in 

Africa. It is also  a multicultural and multi-religious nation. As of 1
st
 March, 2017, it 

has 190,174,358 people from 250 ethnic group and 400 native languages. Officially, 

however, there are three major tribes: the Hausa/Fulani, Yoruba and Igbo. By 2025, 

the population is projected to grow to 204 million people.
33

 50% of the population are 

Muslims, 40% Christians, and 10%. Identify with indigenous or customary beliefs. 

7KH�FRXQWU\¶V�PDWHUQDO�PRUWDOLW\�UDWH�VWDQGV�DW�����GHDWKV�SHU�������OLYH births.
34

 

Nigeria has signed, and in some instances ratified, many international and 

regional accords, some on general human rights platforms and others on specific 
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