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ABSTRACT

Nigeria has abundance of untapped sources of energy and, at the same time, it suffers
from inadequacy of fossil fuel for the generation of electricity. Its energy generation
values are diminishing very much and very fast. Therefore, slowing development will
not bring foreign ideas and cultures that appear to be suitable for the sustainable
development in renewable energy. The National Energy Policy and Action Plan need
to be reviewed since 2007. Energy generation is barely very low with only 4,000 MW
at the moment. The environmental issues in the oil production areas are alarming for
more than 50 years as gas flaring is still on in the country. Therefore, there is a need
for viable reform in the energy sector to bring about the development of sustainable
energy through the diversification of energy sources. This work has proposed a viable
framework that will establish a legal and institutional framework for the sustainable
development of renewable energy in Nigeria. In achieving the set objective, this
research adopts the doctrinal legal research methods, i.e. qualitative research. Primary
and secondary materials have been examined to see how Nigeria with abundant
sources of energy can also generate electricity in the country for sustainable
development. Meanwhile, Malaysia, Netherlands and India are closely studied in the
areas where Nigeria can adopt to improve it energy generation. Finally, this research
discusses relevant laws and policies relating to planning, and energy generation for the
diversification of energy sources that will bring sustainable energy in the country.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Nigeria has a total area of 923,768 sq Km (356,667 sq miles). The total land area is
910,771 sq Km (351,649sq miles) and, thus, this shows that the country has 98% of
land area.! The country has 36 States with Abuja as the Federal Capital. These states
are grouped into six Geo-Political zones.? It has abundance of untapped sources of
energy and, yet at the same time, it suffers from inadequacy of electricity.?
Notwithstanding, there are several statutory provisions and policies that provide for
the generation of energy from hydrocarbon (oil, coal, and gas) resources readily
available in abundance throughout the country.*

Its energy generation values are diminishing very much and very fast.
Therefore, slowing development will bring in host of foreign the ideas and culture that
appeared to be suitable in the energy sector for the sustainable development and
progress.”

The poverty rate in Nigeria is increasing due to the government’s failure to

provide employment opportunities through public services and private sectors. The

! Sambo A. S., B. Garba, I. H. Zarma and M. M. Gaji. “Electricity Generation and the Present
Challenges in the Nigerian Power” <www.worldenergy.org/documents/congresspapers/70.pdf>
(viewed on 1 February 2013) at 1.

Z Ibid.

%US Department of State, Background note: Nigeria: <www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2836.htm> (viewed
on 15 October 2011). See Nigeria Natural Resources: <http://www.indexmundi.
com/nigeria/natural_resources.html> (viewed on 15 October 2011). See also C.I.A World fact-book:
Nigeria: <www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worldfactbook> (viewedon 15 October 2011).
*Petroleum, 1969 Act, and Petroleum (Drilling and Production) 1969, Petroleum, 1990 (Act No. 350 of
1990, LFN).

*Umar, I. H. “Overview of renewable energy in Nigeria: Opportunities for rural development and
development of Renewable Energy Master Plan”. Paper presented at the Renewable Energy
Conference, Energetic Solutions, Abuja/Calabar, 21-26 November, 2004, see also Umar I. H., lloeje, O.
C. and Bala, E. J. “Review of renewable energy technologies in Nigeria”, Vol. 8, Nos. 1&2, (2000)
Nig. J. Ren. Energy, 99-109.
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