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ABSTRACT

Salafz doctrine has become a phenomenal event nowadays. Its slogan of returning to
Qur’an and Sunnah has tempted Muslims from various backgrounds and walks of life
to follow this particular doctrine. Despite its benevolent intention, this call of Salafi
doctrine seems to have issues with local madhab as well as religious authorities in
Malaysia. This study focuses on the methodology of ijtihad of Salafi doctrine in
khilafiyyah issues. The objective of the study is to examine the methodology of ijtihad
of Salafi doctrine; comparing the methodology of ijtihad of Salafi doctrine with
methodology of ijtihad of the Four madhabs; to scrutinize laws and fatwas related to
Salafi doctrine; and to propose a suitable legal provision that is capable of governing as
well as regulating this doctrine in order to maintain the harmony and unity of Muslim
community in Malaysia. In doing so, interviews and questionnaires have been
conducted by the researcher to test the hypothesis of the study. This study adopts a
qualitative method that is most important for socio-legal research. Specifically, the
qualitative research method collects data from various legal writings, writing of
classical jurists of the Four madhabs, national laws, fatwa, etc. This study also uses in-
depth semi-structured interviews as well as structured questionnaires to obtain data from
the respondents. The findings of this study demonstrate that the methodology of ijtihad
of Salafi doctrine is quite different from the methodology of ijtihad of Four madhabs
where it employs literal approach in understanding and interpreting various Islamic
sources. It also discovers that the fatwa related to Salafi doctrine does serve its purpose
in educating the public and controlling the doctrine from confusing the public at large.
Finally, this study reveals that the difference of methodology of ijtihad between the
Salafi doctrine and the Four madhabs must be handled with utmost respect and care in
order to avoid further complications in the future. The study, therefore, concludes by
suggesting that there is a need to give legal effect to the existing fatwa and there is a
need to propose a specific legal provision to govern and regulate the Salafi doctrine.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

There has been a call for reviving Islam and returning to Qur’an and Sunnah by certain
people who follow “Salaft doctrine”. Salafi doctrine is a doctrine calling Muslim to
return back to Qur’an and Sunnah and to practise “true” Islamic teaching as practiced

by the Prophet Muhammad % and his Companion.

In practising the “true” Islamic teaching, Salafi doctrine refuses to accept the
concept of good innovation (bid 'ah hasanah) or the concept of disputed (khilafiyyah)
in worship (ibadah) matters where Muslim scholars will have different opinions in
certain issues and still respect each other’s view as well as celebrate different opinion
between them. It is because for them i.e. majority of Muslim scholars, the difference of

opinions or ikhtilaf is a blessing (razmat)?.

Due to the refusal of acknowledging the concept of good innovation (bid 'ah
hasanah) or disputed (khilafiyyah) issues, it appears that those who follow Salafi
doctrine tend to disapprove any practice that is against their teaching by labeling it as
innovation (bid’ah). According to Salafi doctrine, any innovation in the matter
pertaining to worship (‘ibadah) which is not derived from the Qur’an or Sunnah of the
Prophet # is considered as innovation (bid’ah) and every innovation (bid 'ah) is astray.
This contention is based on the Quranic verse and several ahadith of the Prophet £ as

follows:

! Zayn Mustafa ibn Ahmad KasimT al- Basirwani, Nukhbat al- Afkar min Mashawardat al- Akhyar wa
Laliy al- Asfar, (Beirut: Dar al- Kutub al- ‘Ilmiyyah, 2016), 303- 303



Allah says in the Holy Qur’an:
20 aJY S G 5 erd aSile ) 5 oS AS1 bS] )

Translation: This day | have perfected your religion for you, completed My
Favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion" 3

From this verse, it can be understood that the religion of Islam has been perfected before
the demise of the Prophet % Therefore, according to Salafi doctrine, any attempt to
introduce innovation in matters pertaining to worshsip (‘ibadah) contradicts to the

above verse, thus is rejected. Those who follow Salafi doctrine also use several ahadith

related to innovation (bid ah) as follow:

There is a very famous hadith related to innovation (bid’ah) where the Prophet

Muhammad # said:

4 ADLm Aoy JSdey Baae JS ) 5eY) ciliaaa s oSUL

Translation: And beware of newly-invented matters, for every newly- invented

matter is an innovation and every innovation is a deviation."

In another well-known hadith reported by Jabir (RA), the Prophet Muhammad # said:
IS5 A deny JS Ao n Dnae JS 5 Liliana jgaY) ydg dana 28 (53¢l Cpanl g

2 Qur-an, (al- Ma’idah); 3: 107

3 'Abdullah Yasuf Ali, The Holy Qur’an: Text and Translation, (Kuala Lumpur: Islamic Book Trust,
2007): 118- 119

* Abti Dawtd Sulayman ibn al- Ash’at, English Translation of Sunan Abi Dawid, trans. Nasiruddin al-
Khattab, (Riyad: Dar al- Salam, 2008), Vol. 5, Hadith 4607: 161- 162

% 1bid

& Ahmad ibn Shu’ayb al- Nasa’1, English Translation of Sunan al- Nasa i, trans. Nasiruddin al- Khattab,
(Riyad: Dar al- Salam, 2007), Vol. 2, Hadith 1579: 438- 439.



Translation: The best speech is the Book of Allah and the best guidance and
example is that of Muhammad, and the worse of all things are the newly
invented things (in the religion), for every newly-invented thing is an innovation

and every innovation is going astray and every going astray is in the Fire"’.

Furthermore, in another hadith, reported by Aishah (RA), the Prophet % said:

8 sed A Gl Lo 13 U yal (8 sl (g
Translation: Whoever innovates into this affair of ours something that we have

not commanded it is to be rejected®".

Based on the above ahadith®®, it seems that innovation in the matter of worship
(‘ibadah) is strictly forbidden and prohibited as it does not come from the Prophet .
Any innovation which does not come from the Prophet £ is rejected and considered as
innovation (bid 'ah). Every innovation (bid’ah) is going astray and every going astray
is in the hell fire. The above Qur anic verse and ahadith are among the authorities that
are mostly cited and relied upon by those who follow Salafi doctrine in criticizing the

practice of Muslim society in Malaysia as the act of innovation (bid 'ah).

This call to revive Islam has its roots from the ideology introduced by Shaykh

lon Taymiyyah al- Harrani*! who was a prominent Muslim scholar from Hanbali

"Ibid

8 Muhammad Ibn Isma’il al- Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, (Riyad: Bayt al- Afkar al- Dawliyyah, 1998),
Kitab al- Sulh, Hadith No. 2697: 514

® Muhammad Ibn Isma’il al- Bukhari, The Translation of the Meanings of Sahih al- Bukhari; Arabic-
English, trans. Muhammad Muhsin Khan, (Riyad: Dar al- Salam, 1997), Vol. 3, Hadith 2697: 505
Ahadith is plural words for hadith.

1His full name is Ahmad ibn Abd al-Salam Ibn Abdullah, Abu al-Abbas Tagiy al-Din Ibn Taymiyyah
al-Harrani, born in Harran, east of Damascus, in 661/1263. A famous Hanbali scholar in Qur’anic
exegesis (tafsir), hadith and jurisprudence. Ibn Taymiyyah was a voracious reader and author of great
personal courage who was endowed with a compelling writing style and a keen memory. Tagi al-Din
Ahmad ibn Taymiyyah, al-Fatawa al-Kubra Li ibn Taymiyyah, (Beirat: Dar al- Kutub al-l1imiyyah,



madhab. Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah was a very influential Muslim scholar who was blessed
with exceptional and extinguish capability in understanding Islam from its main sources
which are Qur’an and Sunnah and managed to come out with many ijtihads and fatwas
related to jurisprudence (figh), Islamic oriented politic (siyasah shar 'iyyah), etc. which
is not only suitable during his period but still relevant until nowadays. His ijtihad and

fatwas are being widely used and heavily relied upon by contemporary Muslim scholars.

Nevertheless, in certain issues related to theology (‘agidah), it seems that his
opinion was not given similar treatment as there had been opposition from Muslim
scholars who lived in his period*? as well as after his period®. The majority of Muslim
scholars during and after his period rejected his opinion when it comes to theology
(‘agidah) issuel*. His ideology was succeeded by his famous student Shaykh lbn
Qayyim al- Jawziyyah®® and later was revived by Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd Wahhab, who
lived in the 18" century who managed to gather many followers from different
background in Hijjaz. Eventually, the followers of Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd Wahhab, as
well as any person who follows his ideology, was called Wahhabi until today. The
“Wahhabi” term has been acknowledged by their very own scholar such as lbn Baz

where he said that:

1987), Vol. 1, 7-9;  See: Ibn  Taymiyyah, @ World  Heritage = Encyclopedia,
<http://worldheritage.org/articles/eng/Ibn_Taymiyyah> (Accesed on 15 January 2019)

2 Among the scholars that opposed Ibn Taymiyyah during his period is al-Zahabi who is also one of his
students. (Abdullah ibn Salih ibn ‘Abd al- ‘Aziz al- Ghusn, Da’awr al- Munawi’in li Shaykh al- 1slam
ibn Taymiyyah, ‘Ard wa Naqd, (Riyad: Dar Ibn al- Jawzi, 2003), 37- 38)

13 Among the scholars that opposed lbn Taymiyyah after his period are Ibn Hajar al- Haytami
(Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al- ‘Aziz al- Shayi’, Ara’ibn Hajar al- Haytami al- I tigadiyyah ‘Ard wa Tagwim
fi Daw’ ‘Agidah wa al- Salaf, (Riyad: Maktabah Dar al- Minhaj li al- Nashr wa al- Tawzi’, 2005), 83-
84; see Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar al- Haytami, al- Fatawa al- Hadithiyyah, (Beirut: Dar
al- Kutub al- ‘Ilmiyyah, 2014), 204- 205; Taj al- Din al- Subki and Tagi al- Din al- Subki (Taqi al- Din
al- Subki, Shifa’ al- Sagam fi Ziyarat Khayr al- Anam, (Beirut: Dar al- Kutub al- ‘Ilmiyyah, 2006), 121-
122

14 Sa’ied Haji Ibrahim, Perbandingan Agidah dan Fahaman Umat Islam, (Kuala Lumpur: Darul
Ma’rifah, 1997), 503- 512. For instance, the issue of Allah sits (istiwa’) on the throne (‘Arash) and the
issue of Allah descends to the sky of the world every night.

BHis full name is Shamsuddin Muhammad Ibn Abu Bakr lbn Ayyub, 1bn Qayyim al- Jawziyyah.



http://worldheritage.org/articles/eng/Ibn_Taymiyyah

“Wahhabiyah is referred to Shaikh Muhammad lbn Abd Wahhab who died in

year 1206 Hijrah in which he carried out his da 'wah to Allah in Najd... "

Nonetheless, due to the negative connotation of “Wahhabi” term, they decided to
change or “rebrand” the name of the doctrine to “Salafi”” doctrine so that it will reflect
their claim as the doctrine that strives to practice the true Islamic teaching as being

practised by the Prophet # and his Companion®’.

Even so, this call for reviving Islam as mentioned before is somehow being
opposed by many Muslim scholars starting from the emergence of Salafi doctrine by its
founder, i.e. Muhammad Ibn Abd Wahhab (shall be addressed as MAW hereinafter),
until today. In the early emergence of Salafi doctrine, the opposition did not only come
from Hanbali scholars during his time, but also came from his own father and brother
who did not agree with MAW who considered innovation that has no direct reference
from Qur’an and Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad % as bad innovation (bid’ah
dalalah)'®. A contemporary historian, Commins, also raised a very important question

related to the opposition made to Salafi doctrine as shown below:

One of the myths about Wahhabism is that its distinctive character stems from
its affiliation with the supposedly ‘conservative’ or ‘strict’ Hanbali legal school.
If that were the case, how could we explain the fact that the earliest opposition

to Ibn Abd al-Wahhab came from other Hanbali scholars? Or that a tradition

16 *Abd al- ‘Aziz ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Baz, “al- Ta'rif bi Da’'wah al- Shaykh Muhammad ibn Abd al-
Wahhab: https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/6899/4-4es s ll-ve - desa-Fuills seaca il (Accessed on 4th
August 2019)

1 Hasan ibn ‘Ali al- Saqqaf, al- Salafiyyah al- Wahhabiyyah: Afkaruha al- Asasiyyah wa Jadhuruha al-
Tarikhiyyah, (Bayrat: Dar al- Imam al- Rawwas, 2002), 20; see, Ali Jum‘ah, al- Mutashaddidin:
Manhajuhum, wa Munagashah Ahammu Qadayahum, (Qaherah: Dar al- Mugattam Li al- Nashr wa al-
Tawzi‘, 2011),7

18Sulayman Ibn Abd Wahhab, al-Sawd ‘ig al-ilahiyah fi al-radd ‘aléd al-Wahhabiyah, (Beirut: Dar
Zulfagar, 1998)



https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/6899/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/6899/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87

